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Editorial changes 

From 1st July 1976 the editorial address of British Birds will be 
59 Curlew Crescent, Bedford MK41 7HY. As the thousands of bird
watchers who took part in the British Trust for Ornithology/Irish 
Wildbird Conservancy Atlas Project will instantly deduce, this 
familiar address signifies the appointment of Dr J. T. R. Sharrock 
as editor of this journal. 

Tim Sharrock relinquished a post as head of agricultural surveys 
in 1969, and for the past seven years has been on the staff of the 
BTO, as national organiser of the scheme which will culminate 
later this year in the publication of The Atlas of Breeding Birds in 
Britain and Ireland. In addition to his professional duties, Tim is now 
serving his second term on the council of the British Ornithologists' 
Union and is secretary of the BOU Records Committee, is a member 
of the British Birds Rarities Committee and is secretary of the Rare 
Breeding Birds Panel. A subscriber to British Birds since 1953, and 
regular contributor since 1954, Tim is on record as saying that, as a 
castaway on the hypothetical desert island, his choice of ornithologi
cal journal would be British Birds, since it reflects the whole spectrum 
of developments in ornithology here. 

Ever since his first visit to Ireland in 1959, Tim Sharrock has had 
a close association with Irish ornithology. One of the founders of 
Cape Clear Bird Observatory, and editor of The Natural History of 
Cape Clear Island (1973), he has been a member of the Irish Records 
Panel since its formation. He sees British Birds very much as a journal 
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serving Irish as well as British birdwatchers, since Britain and 
Ireland are ornithologically a single geographical unit. Similarly, 
his leadership of the European Ornithological Atlas Committee, of 
which he is joint convenor with Tommy Dybbro of Denmark, is an 
example of the evolution of ornithology away from the insularity of 
national boundaries and towards international co-operation. The 
editorial philosophy will continue to regard the role of British Birds 
as primarily to serve British and Irish ornithologists, but with an 
outlook extending beyond the confines of these islands. 

David Christie, who has filled the position of acting editor for the 
past eleven months, will continue to work on British Birds, as part-
time assistant editor. We wish to give special thanks to David for so 
ably stepping into the breach at a difficult time in the journal's 
history. 

This is a time of change in other ways. Sadly, we are losing the 
services of Eric Hosking, who has been photographic editor for no less 
than i 6 | years. He has played an invaluable part in securing the 
high standard of illustrative material which has been such a 
popular feature for many years. We welcome, as his successor, 
M. D. England, a name which will be familiar, both as a photo
grapher and as the adviser on avicultural matters to the Rarities 
Committee. There are also changes to the Notes Panel, the 
composition of which is now: Colin Bibby, I. J. Ferguson-Lees, 
Dr C. H. Fry, Derek Goodwin, M. A. Ogilvie and Dr K. E. L. 
Simmons. 

Subscribers will recall that last year they were asked to complete 
a complicated form, which aimed to help us to gauge readers' 
interest in the various contents of British Birds, The response was 
unprecedented, with more than half of the forms returned (compared 
with the usual 10% to 15% for such an exercise), amply demonstrat
ing the loyalty to and interest in the future of this journal felt by its 
readers. The survey revealed that the British Birds reader spends an 
average of at least two days in the field each week and regularly 
refers back to past issues of the journal. Recognising that the 
majority of readers are amateur birdwatchers, Macmillan Journals 
Ltd are taking the unusual step of freezing the subscription price of 
British Birds. We feel sure that, like us, readers will appreciate this 
very welcome vote of confidence in the future of our journal. 

While retaining variety of content, editorial policy will clearly be 
influenced by the knowledge gained from the survey; present 
readers have the greatest interest in papers on migration, identifi
cation problems, reports on breeding birds and status reviews, but 
find some of those on the biology of species and avian ecology too 
scientific for their taste. We also note that editorials were considered 
to be the least interesting of all items. 




