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As a boy, Roy Dennis watched birds on the south coast of England from 

Chichester Harbour to the New Forest and a t St Catherine's Light
house on the Isle of Wight, undiscouraged by occasional pungent com
ments on the records he submitted to Edwin Cohen and D. D . Harber, 
the recorders for Hampshire and Sussex at that t ime. Now, he lives with 
Marina and their three children near Inverness, identifies himself com
pletely with the Scots, and can be touchy a t suggestions that he has 
Sassenach roots. With ducks, hens, bees and even a sheep or two, he almost 
qualifies as a crofter. 

An autumn on Lundy, straight from school, and in 1959 he was off 
north to be assistant warden on Fair Isle. T h a t year, the public discovered 
Ospreys at Loch Garten, and the next four summers were spent on Spey-
side, with a variety of jobs to fill the winter months: ringing ducks at 
Abberton with Major-General C. B. Wainwright,"looking at wildfowl on 
the Beauly Firth for the Wildfowl Trust, and two visits to North Rona to 
study grey seals with the Nature Conservancy. 

I t was at the Osprey camp that Roy met Mar ina , who comes from 
Lochaber, and in 1963 he married and carried her off for seven years on 
Fair Isle, taking over at the observatory from Peter and Angela Davis. 
The excitement of the birds, the stream of visitors, and the contentment 
and close friendship of island life are happy memories for Roy and Marina, 
and their home is named after the headland outside their Fair Isle 
windows. Before handing on to Roger and Judy Broad at the end of 1970, 
they had the rich satisfaction of seeing the magnificient new observatory 
planned, built and smoothly running. 

As the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds' Highlands Officer, 
Roy has become more and more interested in the Highland way of life, 
and concerned that, like the birds he looks after, it should not be swamped 
by development and tourism. Often involved in the routine of conservation 
planning, and concerned with oil and industrial development, he tries 
still to be out in the field in the summer. He has many friends and con
tacts, and feels that good liaison with landowners, keepers and other users 
of the countryside is a key to the success of his work. 

Although no twitcher, Roy has a British tally of some 325 species of 
birds, mostly in Scotland, and has seen 100 in the Highlands on New 
Year's Day, all sober. He reckons that, with everything just right, one 
could find 150 species in a single day in the Highlands (the best yet is 
112) and he hopes to try it. He really knows his birds, and everything 
goes into his field notebooks. Exceptionally good at picking up distant 
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clues to birds that others miss, and with a tremendous knowledge and 
experience of field identification, a skill that has greatly interested him 
since boyhood, he is one of the best fieldmen in Britain. Not surprisingly, 
he is a member of the British Birds Rarities Committee, and is also on the 
exclusive Rare Breeding Birds Panel. 

Since 1970, he has compiled the annual 'Scottish Bird Report'; he is 
chairman of the Highland Ringing Group, periodically rounding up the 
800 Canada Geese from Yorkshire moulting on the Beauly Firth; he 
serves on the Advisory Committee on the Protection of Birds for Scotland; 
and he is chairman of the Inverness branch of the Scottish Ornithologists' 
Club and a member of the club's council and committees. 

Each summer, he personally monitors the breeding success of Slavonian 
Grebes, Black-throated Divers and Ospreys. He has climbed to more 
Osprey nests in Scotland than anyone else, and followed the birds to 
Africa to film them fishing in tropical seas. Lecturer, leader of ornithologi
cal holidays, broadcaster, and human co-star with the Peregrine of the 
BBC television film 'The Shadow of the Falcon', travelling throughout 
the Highlands and frequently south for meetings in Edinburgh and 
beyond, he leads a life that would exhaust a less energetic birdman. As 
well as being very good at his job, Roy is a most likeable person and we in 
Scotland are fortunate that he has made his home with us. 
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