
Reviews 
Bird Count. By Humphrey M. Dobinson. Penguin Books, Harmonds-
worth, 1976. 192 pages; almost 100 black-and-white drawings. Hardback 
£2.75; paperback 75p. 
These days, most of us count our pennies before deciding whether or not to purchase the 
latest books on birds. It will, therefore, come as a pleasant surprise to discover a new, 
reliable book that costs only 75P1. Humphrey Dobinson, head of remedial education at a 
Wiltshire school and an experienced field ornithologist, has written Bird Count, with the 
young enthusiast or beginner in mind. The book, however, contains a useful summary of 
practical fieldwork suitable for both young and old, experienced and inexperienced. 

In a little under 200 pages, we are told how to write field notes, carry out a common 
birds census, conduct a sea-watch, record migration and count birds at their roosts. 
There are some useful tables: one indicates when visits should be made to nest sites in 
order to fill in nest record cards efficiently, and another shows where various species 
roost. I found the chapters on sea-watches and on roosting particularly enjoyable: the 
latter posed many interesting questions and will, I hope, successfully stimulate both 
novices and experts to do more to discover some of the answers. There are also details of 
projects to which amateurs can make useful contributions, instructions for writing notes 
on rarities and suggestions for local studies. 

It is a pity that the book includes descriptions and black-and-white drawings of 60 
common species. In the limited space, it would have been better to have stressed the 
importance of one or two reliable field identification guides, and then, for instance, to have 
expanded the sections on counting waders and wildfowl or on pellet analysis. 

In spite of this criticism, this guide would make an ideal present for a teenage bird
watcher; I found it refreshing to read a book which tells the reader how to discover more 
for himself and encourages him to look more closely at his local area and at the birds he 
sees every day. P E T E R H O I . D E N 

Crows of the World. By Derek Goodwin. Gomstock Publicity Asso
ciates, Ithaca, New York, in co-operation with the British Museum 
(Natural History), 1976. 354 pages; 3 colour plates and many line-
drawings by Robert Gillmor; maps. .£15.00. 
Derek Goodwin began as an amateur, with an absorbing passion for the study of the 
living bird, both in the field and the aviary. Later, he turned professional and developed 
into a distinguished taxonomist, but without losing any of his earlier enthusiasms. His 
range of interests has always been wide, but perhaps his special favourites are pigeons and 
crows—-two groups which many birdwatchers find unattractive or boring. It is fitting 
that he should set the seal on his professional career by adding this authoritative handbook 
on the crows to his earlier -work, Pigeons and Doves of the World (1967), reviewed in Brit. 
Birds 6 1 : 317-318. 

The general plan is similar to that of the earlier work. First, there are four general 
chapters, covering nomenclature, adaptive radiation, plumage and behaviour. Then 
follows a detailed account of each of the u 6 species of crows, divided into 13 groups. 
Each group is prefaced by an account of taxononrc relationships and habits, and then 
the species are covered in detail—description, field identification, distribution and 
habitat, feeding and general habits, nesting, and display and social behaviour. These 
accounts vary from over eight pages, in the cases of well-studied species such as the Mag
pie and Jay, to barely a quarter of a page for the Flores Crow, where most headings 
state bluntly 'No information'. Most species accounts are illustrated with line-drawings 
by Robert Gillmor, who also provided the three attractive coloured plates, and include 
small maps (which do not, however, distinguish breeding and wintering ranges where 
these differ). 

This is a monumental work, bearing witness to years of careful study, and is fully 
referenced. With great authority, it covers a remarkable range of topics, from classifi-
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cation to behaviour; indeed, only migration and eruptive movements (where these are 
relevant) receive less than adequate treatment. To many readers, perhaps, the behaviour 
sections will prove the most absorbing: they reflect the author's insight, long experience 
and sometimes highly individual attitude to bird—and human—behaviour.Understanding, 
enthusiasm and exact scholarship are here combined to provide a most attractive volume 

S T A N L E Y C R A M P 

Atlas of Breeding Birds of the London Area. Edited by David J. 
Montier for the London Natural History Society. B. T. Batsford Ltd, 
London, 1977. 288 pages; over 240 maps and line-drawings. £12.50. 
Very sensibly, the LNHS decided that, while taking part in the British Trust for Orni
thology/Irish Wildbird Conservancy atlas project during 1968-72, it should survey the 
birds of London on an even finer grid than the national scheme's 10-km squares. This 
book summarises, by maps and texts, the resulting 37,349 records, gathered for the 856 
2-km squares (tetrads) within the LNHS recording area, which has a 20-mile (32.2 km) 
radius centred on St Paul's Cathedral. 

The book's format resembles The Atlas of Breeding Birds in Britain and Ireland (1976), 
with a double page spread devoted to each of the 120 species: one page of text, with a 
line-drawing of the bird, and the facing page wholly taken up by a two-colour dot-
distribution map. The line-drawings, by five artists, are all pleasing and many are 
exceptionally fine. The maps, with orange dots on an outline showing 10-km squares and 
rivers in black and built-up areas tinted grey, are clear, useful and repay detailed examina
tion. They reveal for example, the widespread distribution of Kestrels and Tawny Owls, 
but that Collared Doves had hardly penetrated Central London by 197a. A total of t i 
authors contributed to the texts. They have done a good job, concentrating on the factors 
affecting distribution within the London area and giving details of past censuses or 
surveys: irrelevant padding is conspicuous by its absence, which reflects well on the editor. 
There is a foreword by Stanley Cramp, a helpful introduction and a chapter on the area's 
geology and habitats. 

My only criticism concerns the survey. Of the 856 tetrads, 28 (3%) were so inadequately 
covered that fewer than ten species were recorded in the five years and 13 have no 
records at all. If these had been scattered through the area, they would not have mattered, 
but unfortunately they mostly fall in a wedge which extends through the northeastern 
sector and is obtrusive on nearly every species map. Since two hours of fieldwork in an 
average tetrad can produce 20 to 50 species, this blemish on the survey could have been 
cured so easily by just a little more fieldwork by observers in the parts of Essex concerned. 

I cannot, however, imagine any London birdwatcher, now or for many years to come, 
not wishing to own this beautiful book. Its value as a historical document will assuredly 
increase as London and its habitats change; the success of this venture must make a 
repeat survey a certainty. David Montier and the LNHS have every right to feel proud: 
they have produced a book which shows British ornithology at its co-operative best. 

J . T . R . S H A R R O C K 
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