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The Handbook of British Mammals. Edited by G. B. Corbet and 
H. N. Southern. Blackwell Scientific Publications, Oxford, London, 
Edinburgh and Melbourne, second edition 1977. 520 pages; 49 black-and-
white photographs; 135 line-drawings and maps. £9.75. 
Although this is supposed to be the second edition of the Mammal Society's 1964 Handbook, 
it is really quite a different book and one far better suited to the needs of naturalists, 
including ornithologists. Less than half of the first edition was devoted to individual 
species accounts in accepted handbook-style, compared with 84% of this second edition; 
photographs of most species are now included, happily with their relevant texts and not 
as a central block of plates; there are some new drawings; and—a most welcome new 
feature — there are 8 cm X 7 cm species distribution maps. Each species account is 
clearly subdivided into paragraphs with headings such as 'Recognition', 'Description', 
'Measurements', 'Distribution', 'Variation', 'Habitat', 'Behaviour', 'Food', 'Breeding', 
'Population', 'Predators', 'Parasites and disease' and 'Relations with man': these make 
it easy to find the information that is sought. 

Whether or not you own a copy of the 1964 edition, I thoroughly recommend the acqui
sition of this new volume. J . T . R. S H A R R O C K 

The Ethology of Predation. By Eberhard Curio. Springer-Verlag, 
Berlin, Heidelberg and New York, 1976. 250 pages; 70 figures; 16 tables. 
$29.60, DM72.00. 
No-one with even the most meagre interest in wildlife can avoid being concerned with 
predation, that ubiquitous phenomenon which has done so much to shape the behaviour, 
coloration and structure of birds and other animals. Scientifically, studies of predation 
constitute a large and rapidly growing field, which has for decades been developed almost 
independently by animal-behaviourists on the one hand and by ecologists on the other, 
with much less cross-fertilisation than one might have hoped. A notable exception to this 
restricted approach was provided by Professor Niko Tinbergen, to whom this book is 
dedicated. Because of the general dichotomy, however, predation studies have long been 
in need of review by someone versed in the ideas and literature of both groups. In this 
book, Dr Curio has successfully drawn together a wide and scattered literature from the 
two main fields, and has also provided an organised framework of ideas. Coverage of the 
literature in both German and English is very thorough, and both the facts and ideas are 
presented accurately and objectively. 

This book is part of a series intended primarily for students and researchers. It is organ
ised in five main chapters. The first covers the 'Internal factors' such as hunger, providing 
for families and diurnal rhythms which control predation. Subsequent chapters are 
entitled 'Searching for prey', 'Prey recognition', Prey selection' and 'Hunting behaviour'. 
Examples are drawn from the whole animal kingdom. The approach is described as 
'inductive rather than hypothetico-deductive', and the author warns at the outset that 
'where possible, conclusions are driven home by sheer weight of examples'. This is certain
ly true, and I for one might have benefited from fewer examples and more comment by 
way of introduction and discussion under each subject. 
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The very features that help to make the book useful for research workers may also 
make it hard going for any birdwatcher lacking the necessary biological background. 
Especially in the early chapters, one's mind is constantly having to switch from one kind 
of animal to another, and one situation to another, as each topic is briefly reviewed. Also, 
birds form a relatively small part of the book, although they figure in all the chapters. 
There are, for example, descriptions of food-storage by crows (Gorvidae) and other birds; 
of communal fishing by pelicans (Pelecanidae); the mechanics of prey capture by raptors; 
food-searching by Blackbirds Turdus merula and Carrion Crows Corvus coram; and the 
specialised feeding behaviour of individual Oystercatchers Haematopus ostralegus. Less well 
known behaviour is also described, for instance the use of stone-throwing for egg-breaking 
by Egyptian Vultures Neophron percnopterus and the kite Hamirostra melanosternum; the ability 
of certain Panamanian falcons to make sounds which lure their prey species within reach; 
and co-operative hunting by Lanners Fatco biarmkus, the larger female driving doves out 
from a cliff, so that the more agile male can easily catch them. 

While this book provides a good summary of a complex field of particular help to the 
student-specialist, the general reader might have benefited from fewer examples and more 
discussion. My only other complaint is the price, I . N E W T O N 
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