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Unlike the majority of ornithological journals, British Birds is not the 
organ of a club or society. With no captive audience, continued 

publication must depend upon satisfied readers renewing their subscrip
tions each year. Thus, it is vital to ensure that the journal's contents not 
only justify its existence by their scientific worth but are also interesting 
and entertaining. We neither criticise nor envy some other journals, the 
contents of which are of acknowledged scientific importance, but which 
are often so specialised that they have limited appeal. Our aim is to main
tain variety in British Birds, with numerous features in addition to the 
main papers, so that, for everyone, every issue contains something of 
interest. 

Receipt of over 1,100 replies to the readership survey questionnaire in 
the June issue has enabled us to assess the wishes of subscribers. A majority 
of readers considered that every feature was either 'about right' or should 
be given more space, but there were marked differences between 'new' 
subscribers (the one-third who have been readers for only one or two 
years), those who have taken the journal for three to nine years (another 
one-third) and old hands often or more years' standing. To take 'Mystery 
photographs' as an example, 78% of new subscribers like it as it is and 
16% want more, while only 4% want less and a mere 2% would like the 
feature dropped; in contrast, the percentages among 'old' subscribers 
are 67% 'same', only 4% 'more', but 12% 'less' and as many as 17% want 
it discontinued. We can, however, please 70% of all subscribers by keeping 
it at its present level. Adjustments will, however, be made to the space 
devoted to some other features as a result of the survey. Colour plates are 
expensive and we have no ambition to try to compete with the magnifi
cently illustrated RSPB magazine Birds, but we shall include occasional 
colour photographs. 

Even before the survey, we knew that our present policy was mainly 
approved: the number of subscribers has increased by 58% in the past 
two years, to reach its highest ever level. Of course, this huge circulation 
increase also reflects considerable promotional effort by our colleagues in 
Macmillan Journals Ltd. 
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376 Editorial 

As promised in our last general editorial two years ago {Brit. Birds 
69: 237-238), Macmillan Journals Ltd froze the subscription price of 
British Birds, despite large increases in costs. The dramatic growth in the 
number of subscribers since then has not only made it possible to have an 
enlarged and improved journal, but now makes the inevitable price rise 
less than it could otherwise have been. Furthermore, the reduced rate 
concession to members of a number of bird clubs and societies, including 
the RSPB, means that British Birds is now available to many ornithologists 
at less than it was over three years ago. 

To sum up, we now know what our readers want and shall try to provide 
it. We intend to do our best to ensure that BB improves, but that it retains 
its present general form and remains excellent value. We rely on your 
continued support to achieve these aims. 


