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Wildlife Sound Recording. By John B. Fisher. Pelham Books, 
London, 1977. 173 pages; 16 black-and-white photographs; 17 figures. 
£5-95-
Many would-be sound recordists are discouraged by the thought that the subject is too 
technical. This book explains the fundamental principles of sound recording and offers 
much practical advice, yet succeeds in being thoroughly readable. Although a number of 
manufacturers and their current models of recorder or microphone are cited, there is 
little that will become out-of-date. The choice between a cassette machine or open-reel— 
perhaps the most crucial decision for the beginner—is treated in a most lucid and helpful 
manner. Yet, there is plenty for the more experienced recordist, with diagrams showing 
how to construct a home-made parabola, filter circuits and microphone pre-amplifiers. 

The author is a self-confessed recordist-turned-naturalist and this explains why perhaps 
the book's weakest aspect is its treatment of the biological side, for which the help of a 
co-author was enlisted for the two chapters entitled 'Identifying birds from their sounds' 
and 'Some bird sounds of possible interest'. The first contains information treated much 
more comprehensively in the many field guides, while the second quite fails to highlight 
any of the more scientific aims of bird sound recording. There is no mention whatever, for 
example, of the sound library movement and the scientific value conferred to a recording 
by systematic documentation. In fact, the possibility of furthering the study of behaviour 
by sound recording is never given a mention. Symptomatic of the author's standpoint is 
his blind eye to the possibility that two-channel recorders might be useful in ways other 
than solely for making stereo recordings. P . J . S E L L A R 

A Guide t o the Birds of Scotland. By Eric Hardy. Constable, London, 
1978. 312 pages; 27 photographs; 11 maps. £3.95 
This successor to W, K. Richmond's A Regional Guide to the Birds of Scotland (1968) is a 
pocket-sized survey of birdwatching haunts in Scotland, region by region, with lists of 
breeding and migrating birds for each area, and notes on local societies, recorders and 
literature. In a mass of detailed information—sometimes rather cryptic—many small 
errors may be found, especially in place-names. 

A difficult responsibility in preparing such a guide is to balance the interests of bird and 
birdwatcher. As a lifelong conservationist, the author omits the locations of nest sites of 
rare species to protect them from collectors and others who would knowingly harm them. 
But is this now enough? The rising flood of visitors to remote parts of Scotland can be a 
real—though mainly unknowing—threat to sensitive species that have found seclusion 
there. It is no surprise that people want to see Scottish birds in their wild and beautiful 
haunts; the snag is that so many now have the means to get there. One person briefly 
disturbing an eagle or a grebe from its nest may do little harm; but what of a succession 
of them at intervals throughout the day? Such pressure can stop shy species breeding 
successfully; or even lead to birds being quietly eliminated to get rid of birdwatchers. Most 
of us would rather not have to suppress localities, but some conservationists now see 
birdwatchers as the major threat to birds in the Highlands. 

Yet, the more people interested in birds, the more likely that planners and politicians 
will respond to the needs of birds. The problem for a writer of a popular guide to bird-
watching areas—in Scotland or anywhere else—is to direct readers to where they will 
see birds without seriously harming them. This is no collector's guide to rare species— 
in general it does not pinpoint nest sites—but it is likely to benefit birdwatchers more than 
birds. Author and publisher deserve credit for deleting 340 localities of the rarest birds. 
Nonetheless, one could wish for much greater caution, for instance with localities of 
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heronries and tern colonies, and even with information that is readily available from 
specialised sources such as The Atlas of Breeding Birds in Britain and Ireland (1976). This is not 
from any wish to restrict the most exciting birds to a privileged few, but for fear that, if we 
do not take care, the birds will suffer. The author makes a point that there is no legal 
ownership of wild birds, and anyone who does not harm them or their haunts has the 
right to observe and study them. The trouble is that, in some places, more than a handful 
of people exercising this right inevitably harm them. A N D R E W T. M A C M I L L A N 

Guide to the Identification and Ageing of Holarctic Waders. 
BTO Guide No. 16. By A. J. Prater, J. H. Marchant and J. Vuorinen. 
British Trust for Ornithology, Tring, 1977. 168 pages; 2 colour and 32 
black-and-white photographs. £2.50. 
In covering all the waders of Eurasia (excluding India and southeast Asia), North 
America and North Africa—117 species or 58% of the world total—the need for the first 
detailed guide to wadere has been fulfilled with laudable overkill. Species breeding in the 
Holarctic are treated in detail—with emphasis on the most numerous ones—under 
headings of identification, ageing, sexing, geographical variation and biometrics. For 
irregular breeders and vagrants, only the basic identification criteria are given. Thumb
nail line drawings are scattered through the text to illustrate points of detail, and a clever 
coded system indicates the breeding and winter range of each species. Robert Gillmor's 
beautiful cover design of Ringed Plovers is a masterpiece. 

Primarily designed for ringers, this guide will automatically have its place in the 
ringing bag whenever waders are the quarry. Much of the content stems from sexing and 
ageing research by wader-ringing groups: it is good to see their published data summar
ised under one cover. 

But this book is much more than a guide for ringers. Numerous field guides have in 
recent years greatly widened the base of field identification skill. The tip of the pyramid 
is proportionately that much higher, too. Birdwatchers may look back smugly now as they 
routinely identify species which, only 20 or even ten years ago, were beset with puzzles. 
Further advances, however, will not be fuelled by the necessarily abridged generalities of 
the modern field guides. The serious bird identifier will now no longer be content to 
determine the species of wader, but will seek to discover its age, sex and subspecies. This 
book points the way forward and answers the questions so often asked about the ap
parently complex array of wader plumages. The gallery of black-and-white photographs 
by J . B. & S. Bottomley is typically superb. 

The mind boggles at the industry of the authors in completing such a comprehensive, 
standard work on waders in the hand. I urge them, however, to consider producing a 
version specifically for field use, perhaps dealing with a smaller geographical area (the 
west Palearctic?), without the biometric data, but with many more photographs and 
illustrations. The demand for such a book would surely be enormous. P E T E R G R A N T 
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