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Valerie—she is seldom addressed otherwise—is the new President of the 

Scottish Ornithologists' Club and only the second $ to hold the post. 
T h e first was Evelyn Baxter, the Club's founder, who encouraged Valerie's 
first attempts to count wildfowl. The new President is better known in 
Scotland than in the south; she has for long been associated with matters 
ornithological. 

Hers is the story of the development of a conservationist. Educated 
mainly in Edinburgh, she graduated BSc(Agri.) and spent nearly twenty 
years on dairy advisory work. Valerie's interest in birds was sparked off 
by a visit to Fair Isle in 1952; she returned twice more on holiday and 
then, in 1955, became the observatory's first Assistant Warden, under 
Ken Williamson. Highlights of that year included a Thick-billed Warbler 
Acrocephalus aedon and a Whimbrel Numerous phaeopus of the Nearctic race 
hudsonianus, both firsts for Britain. 

Valerie joined the SOC in 1953 at a time when she was often visiting 
the Ythan where her continuing attention to wildfowl began and she 
became involved with counting; when, later, she concentrated chiefly on 
geese, she co-operated with Hugh Boyd and then with Ian Newton. 
Through working alongside professionals, she became professional herself 
in the way she tackled things, and has always been highly regarded for 
her reliability. Very soon, Valerie appreciated that a bird cannot be 
properly understood without some knowledge of its habitat and the part 
played in that habitat by the plants and animals present. Soon, she was 
progressing from ringing and rarity-finding to the study of distribution 
and populations, and so to ecology, wildlife conservation and the place 
in this for education. 

Persuading other people to share her interest in birds and their habitats 
started for Valerie in 1963 with the formation of an ornithological section 
of the Perthshire Society of Natural Science. Involvement with others 
continued through tutoring bird courses at the Kindrogan Field Centre 
and a variety of activities with the Scottish Wildlife Trust at the Loch of 
Lowes and elsewhere, notably in connection with the production of 
interpretive guides. Subsequent to this development of an educational 
approach, it was an almost logical outcome that Valerie should be 
appointed in 1969 to the Conservation Education Branch of the Country
side Commission for Scotland as its Interpretive Planning Officer; 
recently, she has become the Commission's Regional Conservation 
Education Officer for the north of Scotland. 
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and populations, and so to ecology, wildlife conservation and the place 
in this for education. 

Persuading other people to share her interest in birds and their habitats 
started for Valerie in 1963 with the formation of an ornithological section 
of the Perthshire Society of Natural Science. Involvement with others 
continued through tutoring bird courses at the Kindrogan Field Centre 
and a variety of activities with the Scottish Wildlife Trust at the Loch of 
Lowes and elsewhere, notably in connection with the production of 
interpretive guides. Subsequent to this development of an educational 
approach, it was an almost logical outcome that Valerie should be 
appointed in 1969 to the Conservation Education Branch of the Country
side Commission for Scotland as its Interpretive Planning Officer; 
recently, she has become the Commission's Regional Conservation 
Education Officer for the north of Scotland. 

Valerie's special interests include travel to remote places (she has 
visited Iceland, parts of the USA, the Calapagos Islands, the Amazon 
and the Seychelles), photography (her early film of Fair Isle ranks high 
as a documentary), and writing. 

A catalogue tells little of the personality of the person involved. From 
what has been said, Valerie emerges first as very dedicated; secondly, 
despite her involvement with education, as something of a loner (but a 
loner liking to organise); thirdly, as being more professional than amateur 
in outlook. All this is borne out by closer acquaintance, with the proviso 
that Valerie is a difficult person to know intimately. She is reserved, 
quiet, sometimes almost aloof, although this apparent austerity may in 
fact be a response to shyness or a dislike of the limelight. Valerie has not 
much small talk; quite certainly she does not suffer fools gladly, especially 
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