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'Nature Conservation in the Marine 
Environment' The need for marine nature 
reserves to complement terrestrial and fresh
water reserves in the maintenance of wildlife 
habitats, and to conserve marine flora and 
fauna, is described in a recently published 
report, Nature Conservation in the Marine 
Environment, by a joint working party of 
marine experts convened by the Natural 
Environment Research Council and the 
Nature Conservancy Council to appraise the 
growing threats to the marine environment 
and make recommendations for its con
servation. 

The single most damaging impact on the 
coast is the reclamation of mud- and sand-
flats, and of coastal wetlands. This is now an 
international problem. Other threats include 
some modern fishing practices, the selective 
collection of marine species by scuba divers, 
educational classes and bait diggers in 

certain localities, the construction of coastal 
and offshore structures for oil and gas 
exploitation, mineral extraction, industrial 
and domestic wastes, invasive alien seaweeds 
and recreational facilities. 

The NCC has asked the Government to 
make provisions for marine nature reserves 
in the forthcoming Wildlife and Countryside 
Bill. Other recommendations in the report 
indicate that the NCC should have a greater 
involvement in marine wildlife conservation; 
develop a formal marine conservation policy; 
seek to extend its powers, at present limited 
to the area above low water mark; and seek 
additional resources to enable it to develop 
an effective strategy for marine conservation. 

Nature Conservation in the Marine 
Environment may be obtained, price £2.50 
including postage (UK only), from the NCC, 
Interpretative Branch, Attingham Park, 
Shrewsbury, Salop SY4 4TW. (Habitat) 
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Oil disaster warning A warning that 
Britain's chances of suffering 'catastrophic' 
environmental damage from oil pollution are 
greater than at any time, is given by the 
RSPB in a major report to the Royal Com
mission on Environmental Pollution, calling 
for urgent action to be taken to protect our 
seabirds. 

The report says: 'there is real danger of 
massive bird mortality on a scale not yet seen 
in western Europe'. Chief among the RSPB's 
recommendations are calls for an extension 
of the present three-mile limit at sea to 12 
miles, enlarging the UK's area of jurisdiction 
over foreign vessels; joint action by EEC 
coastal states against oil pollution, off west 
Europe in particular; better policing of the 
seas so that 'pirate' ships discharging oil can 
be detected and fined heavily; prevention of 
pollution from routine discharge of oil, 
including fuel oil, from all classes of ship (a 
major cause of bird deaths); a halt on further 
oil exploration and production in inshore sea 
areas of outstanding wildlife importance 
until oil pollution prevention and clean-up 
methods provide adequate safeguards. 

The RSPB says that, in the past nine years, 
at least 46,000 oiled birds have been picked 
up dead, 35,000 of them from 88 separate 
major incidents. Many others will have died 
at sea, but their bodies never found. The 
figures also reveal a recent increase in the 
number of birds killed. Sixteen pollution 
incidents involving nearly 12,000 birds 
occurred between October 1978 and June 
1979, the worst period since the winter of 
1969/70. Of these, nine separate incidents 
killed at least 7,000 birds off the coasts of 
north Scotland, Orkney and Shetland, an 
area seldom affected in the past, but one 
where there are huge numbers of seabirds. 
The full report, Marine Oil Pollution ami Birds, 
is obtainable, price £2.50, post free, from the 
Conservation Planning Department, RSPB, 
The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL. 

Seabirds in the North Sea The Nature 
Conservancy Council, funded jointly by the 
Departments of Energy, Environment and 
Trade, and by the United Kingdom Offshore 
Operators' Association, has begun a three-
year investigation into the numbers, distri
bution and behaviour of seabirds in the 
North Sea, with particular reference to oil-
production locations. 

What is urgently needed is more informa
tion on: the feeding areas of seabirds during 
the breeding season; migration routes to and 

from the breeding colonies; the winter 
feeding areas; and concentrations of seabirds 
at sea in relation to sea conditions. 

A team of four, led by marine biologist Dr 
Barry Blake, is carrying out the research 
programme. The other three team members 
are ornithologists, including, as senior 
ornithologist, Peter Hope Jones, who has 
carried out a pilot research project over the 
last year. Working from the NCC's office in 
Aberdeen, the team will use offshore oil 
production structures, research and supply 
boats and hired aircraft to get their detailed 
information, with many of these facilities 
being made available by the oil companies 
working offshore. 

In addition to the main aim of the 
research, the NCC, at the invitation of Shell 
Expro, will also investigate the incidence of 
birds being caught and burned in oil flares 
offshore, a problem on which hard facts are 
needed. For further information: Jean Ross, 
Press Officer, Nature Conservancy Council, 
19/20 Belgrave Square, London swlx 8PY 
(tel. 01-235 3241) or Amanda Ashton, 
Information Officer, Nature Conservancy 
Council, 12 Hope Terrace, Edinburgh EH9 
2AS (tel. 031-447 4784). 

Proposed marina at Langstone Harbour 
The Secretary of State for the Environment 
made known his decision at the end of 
November on a public enquiry into appli
cations by Portsmouth City Council and the 
Eastney Cruising Association for marinas at 
Eastney Lake, Langstone Harbour, 
Hampshire. The enquiry was held in 
October 1978 and the nature conservation 
organisations which opposed the application 
at the enquiry have been on tenterhooks for 
some time over the outcome. The Secretary 
of State turned down both applications, 
essentially on the grounds that they would be 
both visually obtrusive and unacceptable on 
nature conservation grounds. He specifically 
recognised the significance of the loss of 
intertidal muds which formed a vital part of 
the ecosystem of Langstone Harbour. 

This is the second time that a consortium 
—which included the Nature Conservancy 
Council, the RSPB and the Hampshire and 
Isle of Wight Naturalists' Trust—has fought 
a public enquiry over this site, and it is to be 
hoped that Portsmouth City Council does 
not come back for a third try in a few years' 
time. 

The Secretary of State's decision has 
implications for yet another marina appli
cation—this time for The Kench, Hayling 
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Island—involving the loss of intertidal muds 
in Langstone Harbour. The application has 
been called in by the Department of the 
Environment for a public enquiry. 

The demise of the Council for Nature 
After 21 years of trying to please everyone, 
the decision to cut off the life support systems 
and dissolve the Council for Nature was 
taken on 4th October 1979. All the Council's 
assets, including the name, have been trans
ferred to the Committee for Environmental 
Conservation (29 Greville Street, London 
EC 1 N 8AK) with which the Council for Nature 
has worked closely in the past. Habitat will 
continue as an information leaflet for 
naturalists; published by CoEnCo, it will be 
obtainable for £3.50. The Conservation 
Liaison Committee of the Society for the 
Promotion of Nature Conservation will add 
to its liaison role. Future projects for youth 
work in nature conservation will be 
examined by a working party of CoEnCo. 
The Natural History Societies Committee is 
left homeless largely because it is not pre
pared to pay for and cannot afford the 
services they would like. The forum role 
which was one of the most important of the 
Council for Nature's functions will be 
fulfilled by a new CoEnCo committee. 

So ends a good idea which was 'caffled 
up'—to use a good Pembrokeshire term— 
from its inaugural meeting, at which 
pressure from the floor of the meeting forced 
a change in the original concept against the 
wishes of the organisers. At the end of the 
meeting, a representative of the city livery 
company which had intended to donate a 
substantial sum to the Council left the 
meeting with the cheque still in his pocket. In 
the early days, although the Council claimed 
to represent the voluntary nature conserva
tion movement, it never really did, and few 
organisations were so thrilled by it that they 
were prepared to pay: in fact it was largely 
supported by the RSPB, the SPNC and 
particularly by the World Wildlife Fund. Its 
best offspring live on: the Conservation 
Corps, which the Council was glad to see 
leave the nest when it did, has turned into the 
flourishing British Trust for Conservation 
Volunteers; and Habitat moves to a new 
home. 

'Operation Gannet' At the request of 
Alderney's Agriculture and Fisheries Com
mittee, two Wessex helicopters from 177 
RNAS Culdmse landed crewmen on to Ortac 
and Les Etacs rocks off the west coast of the 

island on 28th November. Reports had been 
received that Gannets were becoming 
entangled in the pieces of netting which they 
had picked up off the sea when looking for 
nest material. Many birds had died, and 
local naturalist, Victor Mendham, and Tim 
Earl from Guernsey were consulted. The 
operation, carried out during the birds' 
absence from the rocks, lasted just two hours. 
Some 26 sacks of netting were collected, 
together with a number of rings. 

Perhaps some other naval stations could 
be invited to help, elsewhere, out of the 
breeding season, with the removal from 
gannetries of the polypropalene netting 
which is apparently causing mortality among 
both adult and young Gannets. 

Joyce Grenfell OBE 
(1910-1979) The death of 
Joyce Grenfell will be 
regretted for a multitude of 
reasons, but by many people 
particularly for the 
pleasure she gave by her 
acting, her writing and her 
love of music: all of which 
brought her into the public 
eye. Her work with human 
charities and her love of 
nature were perhaps less 
well known. For more than 
20 years, she had been a 
member of the RSPB, and. with her husband, 
had been a regular visitor to Minsmere. 

She was always willing to help charitable 
causes, and made public appearances on 
their behalf. In the field of natural history, 
her chief interest for many years was birds, 
but latterly she began to study wild flowers. 
In 1977, she presented the award for the 
British Birds 'Bird Photograph of the Year'. 
Her autobiography, Joyce Grenfell Requests the 
Pleasure, was published in 1976. 

Charles Darwin Foundation. The CDF 
celebrated its 20th anniversary in the Van 
Straelen Hall at Academy Bay, Santa Cruz, 
Galapagos Islands, Ecuador. The latest 
Noticias de Galapagos (No. 30, 1979) contains 
the history of the Charles Darwin Research 
Station and the work that has been under
taken both by visiting scientists and by 
students from the University of Guayaquil, 
the Quito Polytechnic College, and the 
Catholic and Central Universities of Quito. 
The work of the Foundation is supported 
financially in a number of ways, but not least 
by individual supporters. Donations would 
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be gladly received by the Secretary General 
of the Charles Darwin Foundation, 
Greensted Hall, Ongar, Essex CM5 9LD. 

Field Studies Council Once again the 
Field Studies Council has produced a wide-
ranging programme of field courses for 
naturalists. While birdwatching is the theme 
of 38 of the courses, others cover general 

Opinions expressed in this feature are not m 

natural history subjects, animals from 
midges to otters, flowers, archaeology, 
painting and photography. If any naturalists 
want to widen their range of interest they 
could do no better than try these courses. 
Further information from the Education 
Officer, Field Studies Council, Preston 
Montford, Montford Bridge, Shrewsbury 
SY4 1 HW. 

ssarily those of the editors c/British Birds 
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