
Review 
Discover Birds. Written and illustrated by D. I. M. Wallace. 
Whizzard Press/Andre Deutsch, London, 1979. 127 pages; several colour 
and black-and-white photographs; many colour and line illustrations, 
£4.95. 
In recent years, there has been a plethora of books aimed at newcomers to birdwatching, but, 
where virtually all others have failed to convey either the techniques required or the thrills to 
be witnessed, Ian Wallace has succeeded most handsomely. Drawing extensively from his 
immense field experience, he has managed to portray the feeling of wonderment to be gained 
from field ornithology. At the same time, throughout the text he has explained the very 
necessary disciplines that all birdwatchers should apply to themselves during all aspects of the 
hobby, whether it be observation techniques, note-taking, avoidance of disturbance of 
breeding birds or personal safety of the observer. 

The first chapter covers the evolution of birds most succinctly, without the bewildering 
scientific jargon so often used in such summaries. The next chapter on observation and 
identification techniques is highly instructive and not only beginners, but also advanced and 
expert birdwatchers, will benefit greatly from it. The third chapter, entitled bird studies and 
equipment, contains a wealth of very sound advice, particularly on the choice of equipment 
and literature. 

The reader then accompanies the author and the photographer, Philip Sayer, on visits to 
seven of Ian's favourite stamping grounds. The special atmosphere that epitomises each 
locality comes over very well, and readers will be well primed on what to expect when they 
decide to go and see for themselves. For each location, Ian has included a double-page spread 
of coloured paintings depicting representative species at a particular season: February in 
Regent's Park, March on Islay, October in Scilly, late September/early October at Flam-
borough Head, June/July on Speyside, May/June at Walberswick, and October in north 
Norfolk. These paintings are superb: great accuracy, without the feather-by-feather detail that 
is so rarely seen in the field, and such jizz that you can almost see the birds flying, feeding, 
singing or whatever. The opportunist bird-photographs and scenic shots also do much to add 
to the character of each site. 

The next section is a birdwatcher's calendar. The author takes the reader through the 
months of the year, outlining many of the opportunities available and pointing out a few of the 
pitfalls, such as missing out on the benefits of an early rise. His simple line-drawings in this 
section effectively illustrate seasonal moments. 

The final chapter consists of four narratives from Ian's log-books: a winter day at 
Slimbridge, a spring day at Flamborough Head, a midsummer day in the depths of Wales and 
an October day in Scilly. Each account buzzes with his energy and enthusiasm and portrays 
the thrill, wonder and sometimes exasperation that is reward for the efforts of every bird
watcher. He shows that you should not be afraid of the weather, but learn to use it to your 
advantage. How the reviewer wishes that he had had Ian's diligence at note-taking during the 
weekend of 4th/5th November 1961 in north Norfolk, when so much was happening in the 
avian world. 

This is a very personal book with 37 years of experience on offer to the reader. Whether your 
life-list is 35 species or 350 species, buy it and reap the reward. J . N. DYMOND 
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