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The Peregrine Falcon. By Derek Ratcliffe. T. & A. D. Poyser 1980. 416 
pages; 4 colour plates, 32 black-and-white plates and many line-drawings 
and maps. £12.00. 
The Peregrine, small in numbers yet almost world-wide in distribution, holds a special magic 
for birdwatchers. Any monograph of this magnificent predator would have a wide appeal, and 
this one is detailed and comprehensive, covering all aspects of the species' biology, from 
distribution, habitats, food, breeding and other behaviour, movements, population dynamics 
and taxonomy to its varying fortunes at the hands of man. Though the emphasis is on the 
Peregrine in Britain, it covers the world literature (indeed, for breeding behaviour, it relies 
largely on studies in North America and Germany) in scholarly detail, with eight pages of 
references, backed by tables, maps and figures. This is a handsome book, embellished with 
three evocative colour plates and many line-drawings by Donald Watson, and photographs of 
habitats and birds. 

So, it takes its place with a number of distinguished monographs published in recent years. 
Yet Derek Ratcliffe has qualifications which give this a special distinction. He has a passion for 
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the wild places beloved by the Peregrine: from his early days in the Lakes, he has walked the 
high fells, studying their plant- and bird-life, and later, when he had become one of our most 
distinguished ecologists, he covered almost the whole country as part ol his task as editor of the 
monumental A Nature Conservation Review (1977). This gives the vividness ol personal 
experience to his long chapter on the Peregrine's distribution and habitats in Britain. 
Secondly, he was responsible, more than any other single person, for saving the Peregrine here 
from the extinction which overtook it in the eastern United States. So, the theme of Peregrine 
numbers runs like a sombre thread throughout the book. He shows how the British population 
of some 800 pairs seems to have remained remarkably stable for over a century, despite the 
unremitting onslaughts of gamekeepers and the raids of egg-collectors and a few irresponsible 
falconers, suffering only a temporary decline under the war-time controls of the RAF. Then, in 
1961, he organised the BTO survey which demonstrated that, far from increasing as some 
pigeon-fanciers believed, its numbers had fallen dramatically, while many of the survivors 
were failing to rear any young. He suspected from the first that the new persistent pesticides 
were responsible, and soon, in a series of superb studies, aided by his laboratory colleagues, he 
demonstrated the precise mechanisms which had led to broken eggshells and aberrant 
behaviour, and convinced, first, some of the more cautious ornithologists and, later, with 
greater difficulty, the authorities. The resulting restrictions on pesticide use have led to a 
recovery in Peregrine numbers, marked, but still incomplete. He writes modestly of his own 
part in the long struggle by a handful of scientists and conservationists against an implacable 
and sometimes by no means scrupulous opposition. 

In his final chapter, he takes a gloomy view of the increasing human impact on the 
environment, seeing nature conservation as 'the weaker side in a long-drawn-out war, in which 
the other side has overwhelmingly superior forces and must eventually and inevitably win.' It 
would be rash to dispute this sombre view, but we can take heart from the victory in one major 
battle in which he played such an outstanding part, and gain delight from a noble volume 
which combines lucid science with an infectious delight in Britain's wild places and, arguably, 
their most attractive bird. STANLEY CRAMP 

A Notebook of Birds—1907-1980. Commentary by Jim Flegg. 
Macmillan, London, 1981. 184 pages; many line-drawings. £6.95. 
Having been concerned with wildlife anthologies myself, I was naturally interested to see how 
Jim Flegg would tackle the enormous store provided by 'Notes' in British Birds from its first 
appearance almost to the present day. The function of such an anthology as this cannot be 
strictly scientific; as the dust-jacket suggests, it is likely to find itself on the bedside bookshelf, 
and the very nature of a 'Note' proposes an anecdotal treatment. In the present book, the 
historical aspect is obviously of importance; the development of ringing in Britain, which 
virtually coincided with the birth of'BB', is a good example and is well covered for the early 
years, though the scale of the study is now such that it no longer lends itself to note treatment. 

Jim Flegg has divided his selection into very broad subjects: 'Behaviour' (relating to only a 
few topics), 'Food and Feeding', 'Physique', embracing flight speeds, diving times and 
drumming by woodpeckers and snipe, 'It is amazing...', 'Migration', 'Goings and Comings' 
(mainly status changes), and 'Aggression' for those who like a few horrors at bedtime. 

Although its.period covers nearly three-quarters of a century, there is remarkably little 
change in the approach and style of the notes in the anthology. The earlier ones do tend to 
contain ancillary details now considered irrelevant, but they seldom woffle: no doubt the 
editorial pencil of H. F. Witherby was as sharp as that of his successors and set a standard 
which they have been happy to follow. But some early notes, for example those from the First 
World War, are of historic interest and we could wish that they had been more expanded. 

Just over 200 ornithologists are represented; they range from some of the great names of the 
past such as H. W. Robinson (4.entries), A. Holte Macpherson, Seton Gordon, Landsborough 
Thomson and 'HFW' himself (8 entries), one or two, such as H. G. Alexander, spanning the 
whole period, to others whose first and only contributions may be included. Just over 100 
species of bird are mentioned, of which I make Starling the top scorer with six entries and 
Blackbird runner-up with five. Thus there is no emphasis on rarities and the localities, on the 
whole, are the British habitats in which most of us do our birdwatching. 

It was a good idea to set the notes in the typefaces in which they originally appeared, 
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bringing back memories to older readers, to whom the journal's monthly arrival in its grey 
covers with the Red Grouse on the front was our only contact with the wider world of 
ornithology. The illustrations vary from whole pages to 'thumb-nails', are the work of Norman 
Arlott, Robert Gillmor and Laurel Tucker, and make a graceful and usually relevant 
accompaniment to the text, though I could have done without the 'funny' ones (e.g. of a night-
capped Blue Tit with a candle). My other small criticism is that it would have been easier on 
the reader to include the date of each note where it is printed and not with the author's name in 
the index. Otherwise, the anthology has my warm recommendations, especially to any readers 
who may not have their own long runs of the journal to peruse. BRUCE CAMPBKLI. 

The Birds of Lundy. By J. N. Dymond. The Devon Birdwatching and 
Preservation Society, 1980. 80 pages; numerous histograms, graphs and 
line-drawings. £3.50. 
Not many books have summarised the bird records of bird observatories over an extended 
period, and a new one is always welcome, particularly when, as in this case, it is so attractively 
produced. The cover design by Mrs Laurel Tucker is exceptionally fine and will surely help to 
sell the book. The contents consist of a very brief description of the island, an introduction, 
acknowledgments, a systematic list, a map of the island and a bibliography. 

The systematic list comprises 72 of the book's 80 pages and includes all records reliably 
reported up to the end of 1978. Histograms are included for most species other than vagrants 
and some common species, showing seasonal distribution over approximately 20 years for the 
commoner species and 30 years for the scarcer ones. In addition, there are some graphs 
illustrating fluctuations in numbers of common breeding birds over many years. The accounts 
of status are concise and clear, and are a mine of information for anyone interested in island 
birds or bird migration. The text is enlivened by some most attractive line-drawings by several 
artists. 

While invaluable to anybody visiting Lundy or to the researcher, the book makes no 
compromises for the general reader. The bird records are not put in their context: the island 
itself is described only in outline; there is no account of the history of human habitation, of 
ownership, of climate or of flora and fauna apart from birds. Nor are some of the apparently 
unusual sets of records placed in their British context. Why are skuas and phalaropes so rare? 
Why have no more than one Arctic and three Little Terns ever been identified? Would not the 
histograms of seasonal distribution of migrants have benefited from a comment comparing 
Lundy records with those of other observatories? In short, the book raises questions, but 
contains little interpretation. Despite this, future workers will be greatly in the author's debt 
for summarising the status of the birds of Lundy in such an accessible manner and making 
further interpretation possible. 

One can only hope that more bird observatories will make use of the voluminous data they 
collect and publish the results. GLIVE HUTCHINSON 

Rare Birds of the West Coast. By Don Roberson. Woodcock Pub
lications, Pacific Grove, California, USA, 1980. 496 pages; many black-
and-white photographs; 11 colour plates. $19.95. 
The format is based on Sharrock & Sharrock (1976, Rare Birds in Britain and Ireland), covering 
the 288 rarest species on the west coast of North America from Alaska to California, including 
the sea up to 200 miles (321 km) offshore. Each species account contains location maps for all 
occurrences (and, for the more regular species, a histogram showing the monthly pattern of 
records through the year), and basic details for all records in each of the five coastal states. 
Unlike its British counterpart, this book is very liberally illustrated with black-and-white 
photographs of many of the actual birds involved, and includes potentially very useful 
identification summaries, and colour plates for many species which are inadequately covered 
in the field guides, or for which the criteria are still evolving. Many of the vagrants to the 
American west coast come from eastern or Arctic North America or from Siberia. Thus, this 
book is fascinating reading for rarity enthusiasts anywhere in the world, but especially in 
Britain, where coverage of many shared identification problems makes it a most useful 
reference. P . J . G R A N T 
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Waders. By W. G. Hale. Collins, London, 1980. 320 pages; 58 black-and-
white photographs; a few line-drawings. £9.50. 
The last 15 years have seen an enormous growth of interest in, and knowledge about, waders. 
Perhaps the most obvious gap in British ornithological literature concerned this group of birds', 
so we awaited with the greatest anticipation the first comprehensive review of the subject. 
Professor Hale's authoritative contribution provides a valuable addition to the range of'.New 
Naturalists' now available. 

The book covers virtually all aspects of wader ecology, though the treatment of each varies, 
depending partly on the author's own research interests. The general accounts of the main 
species occurring in Britain, which open the book, are rather too brief to be of great use and 
contrast markedly with the detailed, scholarly sections on geographical variation, distribution 
and evolution. Chapters on breeding biology, migration, roosting, moult, feeding ecology, 
energy balance, mortality and conservation complete its contents. The photographic plates 
are of variable quality, but some, particularly those by Pamela Harrison, are excellent. 
Unfortunately, to my eyes, the vignettes detract from, rather than add to, the book's content. 

It is particularly pleasing to see the information summarised to illustrate points of 
conservation significance and to have a concluding chapter on this subject. One might argue 
about some points made—such as 'because waders do not move away in winter they are not 
near a food ceiling'—but, on balance, the views are fair. Also, it is good to see the publication of 
many data from the studies on the Ribble. 

Clearly, as the book has been three years in the publisher's hands, the author must be very 
conscious of many recent publications which are not included. This is particularly apparent in 
the chapters on habitat utilisation, feeding ecology and migration. There are bound to be small 
criticisms in any book of this size. The most serious is the absence of any reference to the 
nomenclature used by Voous and now standard to all British amateur and professional 
ornithologists (the persons at whom this book is aimed); using Capella instead of Gallinago for 
Snipe, for instance, does nothing to prevent further confusion. In a few areas, the book is 
unclear due to the use of undefined scientific terms (e.g. secondary hybridisation on page 165, 
or the almost meaningless table on pages 130 and 131). 

One can, however, see the immense task which faced Professor Hale, and appreciate the 
effort needed to draw all of the information together. There is no doubt that the broad scope, 
yet frequent detail, of this book has achieved the aims of the author and the publisher. It is a 
book that most serious birdwatchers will need to get, and it will provide a major contribution 
for many years. A . J . PRATER 

Bird Census Work and Nature Conservation. Proceedings VI 
International Conference Bird Census Work & IV Meeting European 
Ornithological Atlas Committee. Edited by Prof. Dr Hans Oelke. 
Dachverbandes Deutscher Avifaunisten, Gottingen, 1980. 300 pages; 145 
figures, 73 tables, 5 photographs. DM25.00. 
After introductory sections on the International Bird Census Committee and the European 
Ornithological Atlas Committee, these proceedings contain 27 papers (20 in English) on bird 
census techniques and results and ten papers (nine in English) on atlas studies. 

The papers are generally of a high standard and include further work on the comparison of 
the efficiency of census methods and other counting techniques, including counts of migrating 
birds. There are additional papers on using census and atlas techniques in the ecological 
evaluation of landscapes. Seventeen papers give results of studies made in a variety of habitats 
ranging from urban, woodland and farmland to waterways. They include some studies on 
winter bird communities and a comparison of bird communities in a Finnish archipelago 50 
years ago and now. Another deals with the effects of the 1978/79 winter on breeding bird 
populations in Finland. There is also a study on the population regulation of Yellowhammer 
using census, ringing and nest-record data. 

The ten papers on atlas work include progress reports on atlas schemes in Spain, Estonia, 
Slovenia, Norway and Finland. There are papers also on atlas work on breeding birds, 
wintering birds and migrants in the Netherlands, a comparison of the avifaunas of London and 
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Berlin based on atlas work and an analysis of the atlas of breeding birds of Greater Bonn. 
Finally, there are papers on the distribution of certain species in Yugoslavia and on estimating 
species populations from census and atlas data in Canada. 

Serious students in the field of bird census and atlas studies will certainly need these well 
produced proceedings. L. A. BATTEN 
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