
Rarities Committee news and 
announcements 

P.J- Grant and the Rarities Committee 

This year's annual meeting was held on 7th March, at Knaresborough, 
Yorkshire. During the year to 31st March 1981, committee membership 
was P.J. Grant (chairman), M.J. Rogers (secretary), D.J. Britton, R. H. 
Dennis, D.J. Holman, T. P. Inskipp, B. Little, S. C. Madge, J. R. Mather, 
Dr R. J . Raines and Dr J . T. R. Sharrock. As proposed previously {Brit. 
Birds 73: 427) and in the absence of other nominations, this year's new 
member (from 1st April) was R. F. Porter, following the automatic retire
ment, as the longest-serving member, of Dr R.J. Raines, whose knowledge 
of birds worldwide and ready provision of pertinent material from his 
extensive photographic collection has been a great asset to the committee's 
work during the past six years. 

ELECTION OF NEW MEMBER 
Nominations are invited to fill the next vacancy, which will arise on or before 31st March 1982; 
they should be sent to me by 31st December 1981. The committee's nomination is K, E. 
Vinicombe, well known to British Birds readers as author or co-author of" several papers and 
notes on identification topics. 

CHANNEL ISLANDS RARITIES 
From 1st January 1981, at the request of the ornithological groups in Jersey, Guernsey, 
Alderney and Sark, the committee will consider rarity records for the Channel Islands. 
Records of Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydaclyla and (for Jersey only) Serin Serinus serinus 
are, however, excluded from this arrangement, but their status on the islands will be sum
marised in the species comments of our annual report. Accepted records will be published in 
the species comment and not included in the running totals, recognising that the islands are 
zoogeographically part of France. For rarity records at least, this arrangement will take the 
Channel Islands out of the ornithological limbo in which they have been for far too long. 

'UNDER FIVES' RECORDS 
The committee considered a proposal from R.J. Fairbank, that records of species which have 
been recorded five or fewer times in Britain and Ireland should require a unanimous vote for 
acceptance (instead of the usual minimum of nine accept votes). The committee did not accept 
the proposal, but, understanding the implied need for special care over the assessment of these 
records, agreed that an automatic recirculation was desirable, to give members full oppor
tunity to consolidate or revise their views on the first circulation. 

314 P.J. Grant, 14 Heathfield Road, Ashford, Kent TN24 8QD 


