
Mystery photographs 
Small plovers can be found virtually anywhere near water in 

I autumn. Adults are usually easy to identify, but in juvenile 
plumage they can provoke some discussion. On this bird, at least, the 
complete white collar, poor sup'ercilium and restricted amount of white on 
the forehead immediately rule out the unlikely possibility of either Greater 
Charadrius leschenaultii or Lesser Sand Plover C. mongolus. This leaves only 
the three commoner small plovers: Ringed C. hiaticula, Little Ringed C. 
dubius and Kentish C. alexandrinus, and the Nearctic Semipalmated Plover 
C. semipalmatus which is very similar to Ringed. The Kentish Plover is 
eliminated on the same last two features as were the sand plovers, and also 
by the broad, nearly complete, breast band. 

Of the remaining possibilities, two—Ringed and Little Ringed Plovers— 
frequently occur together and demand close scrutiny, although they are 
clearly different when examined in detail. This mystery bird (plate 32, 
repeated here as plate 56) is a juvenile Little Ringed Plover in worn 
plumage, photographed in Norfolk in August 1979 by Dr R . J . Chandler; it 
is here compared with a juvenile Ringed Plover photographed at the same 
time and place (plate 57). 

T h e two birds differ noticeably. Perhaps the best distinctions of the Little 
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56 8c 57. Top, juvenile Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius; bottom, juvenile Ringed 
Plover Charadrius hialicula; both Norfolk, August 1979 (R.J. Chandler) 

Ringed Plover are the absence of an obvious supercilium (this is reduced to 
a diffuse paler patch on the forehead); thin all-black bill; a clear blackish 
area on the lores; and, at close range, the presence of an incomplete but 
clear pale yellowish orbital ring. In combination, these features give a 
totally distinctive facial pattern to a juvenile Little Ringed Plover, so that, 
given views like this, it is unnecessary to wait for flight views to note the lack 
of a wing-bar, or hear its distinctive 'piu' call note, before making a firm 
identification. 

In the field, their typically faster feeding action may draw attention to 
Little Ringed Plovers. They may also appear higher off the ground and 
crouch less than Ringed Plovers; the principal reason for this is that their 
legs are noticeably less flexed. They usually look slimmer and more atten
uated at the rear end. A . J . PRATER 

58. Mystery photograph 65. Identify the species. Answer next month 




