
Rarities Committee news and 
announcements 

P-J. Grant and the Rarities Committee 

The 1982 annual meeting was held at Knaresborough, North Yorkshire, 
on 27th March. Keith Vinicombe, who was successful in an election 

(Brit. Birds 75: 292), started his membership on 1st April 1982. He takes the 
place vacated, as the longest-serving member (after six years), by Brian 
Little, whose expertise, and sound advice and opinions, will be greatly 
missed. 

Election of new member 
Nominations are invited for a member to fill the next vacancy, which will 
arise on or before 31st March 1983: they should be sent to me by 31st 
December 1982. The Committee's nomination is Peter G. Lansdown, 
whose careful record-documentation and constructive criticism of some of 
the Committee's work has already been most valuable; after a lapse of two 
years, the return of Welsh representation on the Committee would be an 
added asset of his membership. 

Removal of species from Rarities Committee list 
It was agreed that a species would automatically be considered for possible 
removal from the list of those assessed by the Committee if more than 150 
individuals had occurred during the past ten years and it had occurred at 
least ten times in at least eight of those years. Other species of slightly less 
frequent or consistent occurrence, especially those which are easy to 
identify, may also be considered for removal. After discussion and a vote on 
each of the eligible species, it was agreed that the following ten would no 
longer be considered by the Committee after 31st December 1982 (in brackets 
are the 1971-80 total, and the number of years with ten or more records): 
Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea (17,737,9) 
Purple Heron Ardeapurpurea (179, 10) 
White Stork Ciconia ciconia (166, 6) 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tringites subrujkollis (270, 9) 
Richard's Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae (390, 10) 
Tawny Pipit A. campestris (275, 10) 
Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides (238, 10) 
Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola (388, 10) 
Serin Serinus serinus (199,9) 
Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus (403, 10) 

Records of these species should still be sent to the appropriate county 
recorders. The Committee noted that arrangements are being made for 
records of these species to be collated and analysed regularly in British Birds. 
Papers covering the identification problems of each of the ten excised 
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species will appear in this journal in due course. The Committee will, 
however, be pleased to continue to consider any particularly difficult or 
contentious record at the request of the county or regional recorder. 

P.J. Grant, 14 Heathfield Road, Ashjord, Kent TN24 8QD 

121. Rarities Committee meeting, March 1982; left to right: M. J. Rogers (secretary), 
B. Little, P.J. Grant (chairman) J . R. Mather, D.J. Holman, T. P. Inskipp, K. E. Vinicombe, 

D.J. Britton, Dr J. T. R. Sharrock and R. F. Porter (Tennant Brown Photography) 




