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Bird Detective. By Peter Robinson. Elm Tree Books, London, 1982.159 
pages; 12 photographs. £7.95, 
Peter Robinson is the Senior Investigations Officer of the RSPB and this book tells the 
birdwatcher at large something of his work. The Investigations Department forms only a small 
part of the RSPB (only four of over 300 permanent members of staff), but is often in the news. 
The bird protection laws are complex and impinge on many different interests— 
egg-collecting, Keeping birds in captivity (whether song-birds in cages or falcons for flying), 
taxidermy, selling captive birds and, of course, the activities of what may be hoped to be a 
minority of gamekeepers unable to operate within the law. The practical problems of detection 
and enforcement are all here, including both the successful and the unsuccessful prosecutions 
resulting from long and detailed investigations. Although written as, and succeeding in being, 
a series of interesting and readable stories, one cannot help but realise the truth of the 
underlying message: crime involving wild birds is a serious problem that can be combated only 
by people with expert knowledge. It is just not possible for the ordinary policemen throughout 
the country to acquire this knowledge and so, for the moment, the RSPB Investigations 
Department has had to take on this role countrywide. What is really needed, but which the 
nation apparently cannot afford, is a proper system of enforcement to go with the laws (such as 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act) passed by Parliament. For the moment, that finance comes 
from the RSPB. You can help the cause by buying this book—for the RSPB benefits from its 
sale. You will get, as Prince Charles says in his Foreword, 'real-life detective stories, which 
make excellent reading'. C H R I S MEAD 

Birdwatching on Inland Fresh Waters. By M. A. Ogilvie, with 
drawings by Carol Ogilvie. Severn House Naturalist's Library, London, 
1981. 160 pages; 28 colour plates and 54 black-and-white plates; many 
figures and line-drawings. £8.95. 
The title of this book should strike a chord in the hearts of the many birdwatchers who cut their 
first field teeth getting to grips with birds at a local lake or reservoir, or who relish regular visits 
to such bodies of standing fresh water. For those birders who include rivers, streams and canals 
on their beat of inland waters, the title is misleading, since the text gives only a passing nod to 
these habitats. 

The book provides a general introduction to the breeding, feeding, mating and movements 
of birds on still waters, and suggests how to begin studying these birds. Introductory chapters 
which explain how the nutrient status of different types of standing water affects the 
abundance of birds, and which show how a variety of species have adapted to life in and 
around fresh water, are followed by a rather frustrating chapter entitled 'Starting to 
birdwatch'. This chapter devotes many pages to brief accounts of field characters, pages which 
most readers who followed the author's advice on choosing a field guide would quickly 
consider redundant. The fourth chapter is a refreshing contrast to this dead wood—a pot pourri 
of facts and hypotheses about the breeding habitats and behaviour of groups as diverse as 
grebes and buntings. The author encourages active study by continually reminding the reader 
that much new information can still be gleaned from careful observation of birds in the field. 

Having whetted the reader's appetite for fieldwork, the fifth chapter gives practical sug
gestions on how to begin such study. National bird surveys organised by the Wildfowl Trust 
and the BTO are given particular attention, but the glaring omission of any references to the 
BTO's Waterways Bird Survey all too clearly illustrates the book's rather cavalier attitude to 
riparian birds. The final chapter outlines some aspects of the conservation and management of 
standing fresh waters for birds. 

The book is lavishly illustrated with many excellent photographs and with useful drawings 
by Carol Ogilvie. Good presentation—where appropriate illustrations add sparkle to the 
flanking text-—is a real plus point for this and other titles in the Severn House Naturalist's 
Library Series. Although it might disappoint some doyens of the riverbank, even birdwatchers 
who have grown long in the wisdom tooth tramping around inland reservoirs might appreciate 
this book as an attractive present. KENNETH TAYLOR 

344 


	Reviews
	Bird Detective. By Peter Robinson
	Birdwatching on Inland Fresh Waters. By M. A. Ogilvie


