
Points of view 
Opinions expressed in this feature are not necessarily those oj 'British Birds' 

7. A case for birdwatching 
America has a reputation for exporting the gimmicky and the unwanted: 
bubblegum, skateboards, citizen-band radio and now—definitely the 
worst—that damned word, 'birding'. Only recently has birdwatching been 
afforded the privilege, particularly by such watchdogs of our language as 
the National Press, of becoming a single word, not split into two or 
separated by a hyphen. No sooner does that happen, however, and every
one starts calling themselves 'birders'. To compound the matter, anyone 
lunatic enough these days to describe himself as a birdwatcher is greeted 
with the same reaction from the birding fraternity as if he proclaimed in 
loud words: 'I am a dude.' 

Birdwatching, as a word, may be criticised for being too bland a descrip
tion for today's esoteric pastime. No serious birdwatcher simply watches 
birds. Perhaps it is for that reason that the birdwatcher has become an 
endangered species, especially when good arguments for the usage of birder 
are put forward by the likes of Bill Oddie: in his hilarious Little Black Bird 
Book, he advocates his preference for birder, saying it has a certain 'rugged-
ness'. Maybe he has a point. A birder, before the Americans resurrected the 
word from Shakespeare's Merry Wives oj Windsor, was a hunter who ruggedly 
braved the elements to kill anything that flew. In my view, that is a good 
enough case against the horrid word. 

For such a beautiful and omnipotent language as English, it is a travesty 
to resort to Americanisms. Modern ornithology evolved in Britain. It is 
only fitting, therefore, that the collective term we call ourselves should be 
the one that derived in Britain, namely birdwatcher. If we continue to bend 
towards transatlantic phraseology, how long will it be before the British list 
contains Gray Wagtail and Rose-colored Starling? STUART WINTER 
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