
Requests 
Bustard photographs T h e Bustard Group of the International Council for Bird Preservation 
is prepar ing a booklet about the bustards of the world, with emphasis on their conservation. 
Photographs of all species (colour slides) are needed urgently to illustrate the booklet. Funds 
are very limited, but a small fee will be payable lor any pictures printed. Please send material 
to Mark Boulton, Education Centre , Greenfield House, Guiting Power, Gloucestershire. 

Colour-marked Sabine's Gul l s Some Sabine's Gulls Lams sabini overwinter in the Atlantic 
Ocean (oil" Namibia) and others in the Pacific Ocean (off Peru). Somewhere in northern 
Canada , a migratory divide must be situated. During the breeding season of 1984, Sabine's 
Gulls will be colour-ringed and dyed (yellow) at the colony at Cambridge Bay, Victoria 
Island, C a n a d a , with the main aim of determining the position of this divide. For records of the 
marked birds, we are entirely dependent upon observers along the possible migration routes: 
in a u t u m n 1984 they may be recorded in the Pacific, in the Atlantic, or even in the interior of 
Nor th America. Any records of sightings of marked Sabine's Gulls, specifying locality and 
da te , will be gratefully received by Thijs Knol and Dr J a n Wattcl, Zoologisch Museum, 
Postbus 20125, 100 H C Amsterdam, Netherlands; or by Bird Banding Office, Canadian 
Wildlife Service, Ot t awa , Ontar io KIA 0H3, Canada . 

Influx o f I ce land a n d Glaucous Gul l s in winter 1983 /84 Unusually high numbers of 
Iceland Gulls Larus glaucoides and, to a lesser extent, Glaucous Gulls L. hyperboreus occurred in 
many par ts of Britain and Ireland dur ing last winter, possibly associated with severe north
westerly gales. A paper is to be prepared for British Birds by J . M. Clark and R. A. Hume which 
will documen t the t iming and extent of this influx. The following information is required: 
species, da tes of occurrence, locality, numbers and ages of individuals. Birds should be aged as 
Ist-winter, 2nd-winter , 3rd-winter or 4th-winter /aduk. Kin doubt about the age of very pale 
imma tu re Iceland Gulls lacking grey mantle feathers, they should be termed lst/2nd-winter. 
Any' information about feeding and roosting sites would also be welcome. 

It is hoped to compare the pattern with those for earlier years. Any previously unpublished 
records for the winters from 1973/74 onwards are, therefore, also required. In particular, 
detailed notes from areas where the county reports give only brief details of occurrences would 
be most useful. 

All contr ibut ions , which will be acknowledged in the paper, should be sent t o j . M. Clark, 4 
Cygnet Cour t , Old Cove Road, Fleet, Hampshire GL'i3HRI.. 

S w a l l o w X H o u s e Martin hybrids Over the past few years, there have been records of 
claimed Red- rumped Swallows Hirundo daurica submitted to the Rarities Committee which 
have fallen short of acceptance. In some cases, the possibility of these birds being Swallow H. 
rustica X House Mar t in Delichon urbica hybrids has been considered. 

T h e r e arc references in the literature to such hybrids (e.g. Brit. Birds 66: 398-400; 75: 290), 
but others may have been seen or trapped, and the Rarities Committee is eager to obtain 
descript ions or photographs . Full acknowledgment will be given in the event of publication. 
Any such relevant material should be sent to Richard Porter, 17 Roundhouse Drive, West 
Perry, Hunt ingdon , Cambridgeshire PEiaoDJ. 

M o r o c c a n records A Check List of Morocco Birds is in preparation, with Michel Thevenot 
(Morocco) and Rae Vernon (England) as senior authors. All birdwatchers visiting Morocco 
are asked to send reports of their visits for use in this check list and in the production of the 
annua) reports on Moroccan birds (which have been available since 1979). Acknowledgments 
will be given of all records used. Details should be sent to Michel Thevenot, Institut 
Sciendfique, Universi te Mohammed V, Char ia Ibn Batouta, Rabat, Morocco (with, if 
possible, a second copy to Rae Vernon, 16 Orchid Meadow, Pwllmeyric, Gwent) . 
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