
Short reviews 
Where to Watch Birds in Southern 
Africa. By A. Berruti and J. C. Sinclair. 
(C. Struick Publishers, 1983. £14.00 in
cluding p&p from RSA Book Distributors, 
PO Box 1144, Cape Town 8000, South 

continued... 

279 

Africa.) Covering Southern Africa from the 
Cape to the Cunene and Zambezi rivers, this 
book is a must for anyone taking, or 
planning, a birding holiday anywhere in this 
exciting, bird-rich area. The main body of 
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the book (11 chapters) concentrates on the 
best birdwatching locations, each location 
having information on directions, habitat, 
birds to be seen, and accommodation. Also 
included is a full checklist of South African 
birds, and 64 delightful colour photographs. 
[NORMAN ARLOTT], The Macdonald 
Encyclopaedia of Birds of the World. By 
Gianfranco Bologna, (Macdonald, 1984. 
Hardback, £9.95; paperback, £6.95) If you 
would like to have a book with 424 of the 
world's 8,500-odd species, each illustrated 
with one colour photograph and with a facing 
half-page of text, arranged, believe it or not, 
alphabetically by scientific name (i.e. 
starting with 'Acanthis fiammea Common 
Redpoll' and ending with 'Zasteropspalpebrosa 
Oriental White-eye'), written for the 
American market (e.g. molt; color; and the 
BTO/IWC Atlas published by Buteo Books 
of New York), then this is the book for you. 
Sydney Parkinson: artist of Cook's 
'Endeavour' Voyage. Edited by D.J. Carr. 
(Croom Helm, 1983. £29.95) The artist 
Sydney Parkinson died offjava at the age of 
26, after spending 30 months on the 
Endeavour, during which period he made 339 
finished drawings and 888 unfinished draw
ings of plants and animals, and about 100 
drawings of people, scenery and so on. This 
book includes many of those paintings and 
drawings, beautifully reproduced. Of most 
interest to historians and botanists. Die 
Schafstelze. By H. & W. Dittberner. (Die 
Neue Brehm-Biicherei 559. A. Ziemsen 
Verlag, 1984. DM23.20). This larger-than-
usual volume (187 pages) deals with the 
attractive Yellow Wagtail, and its many and 
confusing subspecies. [SC] The Last Great 
Auk. By Allen Eckberg. (John Goodchild 
Publishers, 1984. £6.25) A reprint of a 
fictional account of the last Great Auk, first 
published in 1964. It makes for rather turgid 
reading. The only significant facts that I 
could check, those surrounding the final 
extinction of the last two birds at Eldey 
Island, are misrepresented in several 
important respects and raise questions about 
the remainder of the book. The rather 
anthropomorphic approach is very dated for 
a book aimed at an increasingly sophisticated 
natural history market. [C. D. HUTCHINSON] 
In Search of Birds: their haunts and 
habitats. By Jim Flegg. Illustrated by 
Norman Arlott. (Blandford Press, 1983. 
£6.95) For the level of readership which 
requires to be told that the Treecreeper is not 
related to the woodpeckers (page 59), this is a 
really excellent book. It is written not for 

reference, but to provide an entertaining and 
educational read. Few scientists can write 
well for the interested, intelligent, but 
uninformed layman; Dr Flegg can do it 
brilliantly. Man & Beast: the natural and 
unnatural history of British mammals. 
By Ron Freethy. (Blandford Press, 1983. 
£10.95) Crammed with information: history, 
anatomy, distribution, behaviour, and 
everything you can imagine, A nam-
malogist's treasure trove. Shakespeare's 
Birds. By Peter Goodfellow. Illustrated 
by Peter I layman. (Kestrel Books, 1983. 
£8.95) Interestingly written summary and 
discussion of the references to birds in 
Shakespeare's works, divided into 21 three- to 
four-page chapters, species-by-species. The 
majority of Peter Hayman's decorative illus
trations are in colour. A Complete 
Checklist of the Birds of die World. By 
Richard Howard and Alick Moore. 
(Papermac, 1984. Paperback, £7.95) This 
world checklist, first published in 1980 at 
£17.50 (review: Brit. Birds 74: 406), is now-
produced in a cheap, paperback version, 
which will be very greatly welcomed by-
potential users for whom the previous high 
price was a deterrent to purchase. This has 
rapidly become a widely respected and much 
used checklist. The addition of a complete 
index to the English names (as well as the 
previous one to all scientific names) makes 
this 732-page book even more useful. As 
paperback bindings go, this one seems fairly-
strong, as is necessary for this huge book. 
Working Bibliography of the Golden 
Eagle and the Genus Aquila, By Maurice 
N. LeFranc, Jr, and William S. Clark. 
(National Wildlife Federation, 1983. 
Paperback, $4.95+ $1.55 p&p.) A clear and 
masterfully cross-referenced list of the 3,459 
papers and publications which deal with the 
genus Aquila. Vital for eagle buffs. [R. F. 
PORTER] Die Reiherente. By Jiri 
Mlikovsky and Karel Buri£. (Die Neue 
Brehm-Bucherei 556. A. Ziemsen Verlag, 
1983. DM11.40) Yet another in this 
long-running series of monographs, bringing 
together available published information on 
the Tufted Duck Aylhya juligula, plus a very-
few new data arising from the authors' own 
studies. The book is strongest on breeding 
biology (one-third of the pages), and easily-
weakest on population size, trends and 
distribution, almost completely ignoring 
published data based on national and, 
particularly, international wildfowl counts. 
[MAO] Die Wurger der Palaarktis. By 
E. N. Panow. (Die Neue Brehm-Biicherei 
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557, A. Ziemsen Verlag, 1983. DM22.30) 
This extra-large volume {196 pages) covers 
all the Palearctic shrikes; it is good to see this 
taxonomically interesting group, which 
extends well into Siberia, covered by a 
Russian expert. [SC] Symbiosis: close 
encounters of the natural kind. By 
Nieolette Perry. (Blandford Press, 1983. 
£8.95) Examples, presented in popular 
fashion for the keen teenage science student 
or interested amateur biologist. A Guide to 
Field Identification: birds of North 
America. By Chandler S. Robbing, Bertel 
Bruun and Herbert S. Zim. Illustrated by 
Arthur Singer. (Golden Press, 1983. Paper
back $7.95; hardback, $10.95) This 'Golden 
Guide', first published in 1966, will be well 
known to most readers. This expanded, 
revised edition has 20 extra pages, including 
some new plates, and a complete new set of 
distribution maps showing very clearly 
breeding range, winter range, areas where 
present alt year, route of spring migration, 
route of fall migration, and migration 
'frontiers' by 1st March, 1st April, 1st May 
and 1st June. This may sound complicated, 
but it is shown very clearly indeed, by red, 
blue, purple, and three sorts of red shading. 
As in the first edition, the illustrations are 
opposite the short texts, which makes for very 
easy use. This will doubtless continue to be 
one of North America's most frequently used 
fieldguides; deservedly so. Behaviour of 
Fledgling Peregrines. By Steve Sherrod. 
(The Peregrine Foundation, New York, 
1983. Paperback $10.00 plus p&p) A thesis 
study, by one of America's top raptor 
experts, of four broods of Peregrines: two in 
Greenland, and two in Australia; compari
sons are made with the behaviour of captive-

bred birds, released in the United States. The 
data arc drawn from a very small sample, but 
do confirm behaviour patterns which previ
ously have been regarded as anecdotal (e.g. 
eyasses do beg for food when they are not 
hungry, and, surprisingly, do tend to chase 
other birds more when they themselves are 
well fed and have surplus energy). Sherrod 
suggests that eyasses are extremely aggres
sive towards their parents; this does not seem 
to be true of our West Gountry Peregrines, 
perhaps because they have an abundant food 
supply. Well worth the money, and a 'must' 
for Peregrine fanatics. [R. B. TRELEAVEN] 
White Spirit, Fly Free: one man's fight to 
save Britain's swans. By Pamela Towns-
end. (Sidgwick & Jackson, 1984. £7.95) 
Describing the establishment and running of 
the Swan Rescue Service, established by Len 
Baker in 1977. A Dip Into My Diary. By 
Rosemary Upton. (Rosemary Upton, 1983. 
Paperback, £4.50 plus 75p p&p from Rose
mary Upton, Park Lodge, Margaretting, 
Ingatestone, Essex CM4 0EN) This 79-page 
paperback is based on the diaries which Mrs 
Upton has kept, with a break during the war 
years, since 1920. A mixture of wildlife and 
family life. New Colour Guide to Hong 
Kong Birds. By Clive Viney and Karen 
Phillipps. (Government Printer, Hong 
Kong, 1983. HK$62.00; £7.00) First pub
lished in 1977 (Brit. Birds 71: 316-317), but 
now extensively rewritten and with 50 new 
colour plates (all plates with facing text). The 
colour printing is again garish (the reds in 
particular are far too vivid), but Karen 
Phillipps usually successfully captures the 
jizz. Essential for Hong Kong birders; useful 
for anyone birding in Asia. JTRS 
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