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Cranes of the World. By Paul A. Johnsgard. Croom Helm, London, 
1984. 258 pages; 23 colour plates; 24 black-and-white plates; several line-
drawings; range-maps. £25.00. 
Paul Johnsgard used to be known almost solely as a wildfowl man, with a long list of important 
papers and books to his name. In recent years, he has branched out and produced books on 
game-birds, waders, and now cranes, with other groups apparently in the pipeline. The 
advantage of this system is that the books are written by a leading bird-researcher, well able to 
sift facts from the literature and to express them clearly and coherently. The possible 
drawbacks are the author's lack of personal knowledge of the group and the danger that 
current, as-yet-unpublished research will be missed. Judging by the acknowledgments, this 
latter point seems to have been well covered. 

The first third of the book is devoted to a series of very interesting chapters dealing, in a 
comparative fashion, with classification and evolution, behaviour, vocalizations (horrible 
word!), ecology, population dynamics, reproduction, aviculture and conservation. There is a 
final chapter on cranes in myth and legend. 

The 14 full species of cranes in the world are then given an average often pages each, 
covering all aspects of their biology, distribution (with a map), status, and soon. The literature 
seems to have been very thoroughly surveyed, and gaps in knowledge are pointed out. 

No less that seven species, and a further three subspecies, are rare or endangered. The 
famous Whooping Crane still probably numbers under 100, though three or four times more 
numerous than 30 years ago, and the Siberian and Japanese Cranes each probably number 
around 200 individuals. Habitat destruction and illegal killing are the main problems facing 
cranes. Whilst almost all the different species have been bred in captivity, this is no reason to 
cease efforts to maintain viable wild populations of these most elegant birds. 

The book is illustrated by some fine colour photographs, well reproduced, but alas the same 
cannot be said for the black-and-white photographs, which are very flat and heavily dust-
marked, showing the worst features of offset litho that one hoped had been cured ten years ago. 
The British publishers cannot be blamed for this, as they have merely added their imprint to a 
book wholly produced in the United States, hence, by the way, the American spelling 
throughout. 

Paul Johnsgard's own line-drawings are scattered through the book, with informative 
sketches of behaviour postures, skulls and trachea in the opening chapters, and freer full-page 
illustrations to each species account. M. A. O G I L V I E 

Bird Migration. By Chris Mead. Country Life, Newnes Books, Feltham, 
1983. 224 pages; 35 colour plates; 19 black-and-white plates; many two-
colour maps and diagrams. £9.95. 
An initial paging through the book reveals a wealth of attractive diagrams and photographs, 
each with its clearly worded caption, enticing the reader to dig deeper. A mark of the clarity of 
the figures is that the few misplaced captions that occur are immediately apparent and obvious 
to correct. A more systematic reading of the text shows that the author has set out to describe 
the current state of understanding of bird migration to interested amateurs, and has also 
provided a valuable introduction for the more serious student. 

The largest chapter of the book, 'Patterns of migration' describes, mainly diagrammatically, 
the diversity of migratory behaviour between and within species breeding across the northern 
hemisphere. These patterns are largely the results of the extensive ringing programmes in 
which the author has been a leading initiator and participant, and are the highlight of the 
book. The chapters entitled 'The annual accounts' and 'The evolution of migration' describe 
some fascinating aspects of migration. The first showing how the life cycle of the migrant is 
governed by its travel timetable within which the important moult sequence has to fit. The 
value of moult studies becomes apparent when put into this context. The second, in attempting 
to relate how past changes in world geography have shaped migratory habits, may give clues as 
to how future changes may affect the bird populations and how conservation measures can 
help their survival, when faced with major upheavals, natural or man-made. 
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An earlier chapter, 'Discovering migration', charts the evolution of'man's thoughts on the 
subject. Initially based on a few observations, theories were inevitably bizarre, but, with the 
advent of systematic data collection, the abilities of the birds has been an increasing source of 
wonderment, which this book conveys admirably. The areas where least is known are where 
data are hard to collect, that is when the migrants are en route. On the subject of navigation, 
the author reviews the evidence from laboratory and homing experiments and rightly con
cludes that the birds still know more than we do, and probably use all the clues that have been 
found, and more. The complementary chapter on 'Making the journey' also deals with 
subjects where theories are supported by limited data. The explanations of the mechanics of 
bird flight are, however, not presented lucidly, and are possibly misleading. The section on 
weather, the state of the air-roads on which the migrants travel, is perhaps shorter than 
expected, but the birds are obviously capable of using it to their advantage nearly all of the 
time. 

The final chapters describe the techniques for monitoring migrants used by professional 
ornithologists, with radar and radio-tracking being increasingly essential for data collection 
from individuals, and close with advice to amateurs concerning useful contributions which can 
still be made with a keen pair of eyes and willing hands. 

A popular book on bird migration has been needed for some years, and Chris Mead should 
be congratulated for producing such a complete, comprehensible and attractive text. 
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