
Product reports 
Barbour 'Durham'jacket 
I am old enough to remember the days when senior birdwatchers went 
about in old raincoats and battered trilbys, and to have lived through the 
era of the excellent (but now rare) duffle coat into the present period when 
the range of fieldwear available to us is so vast that making a sensible choice 
is very difficult. At the end of the day, I suppose what we wear is very much 
a matter of personal preference and what we can afford. 

Many of us practise a curious form of inverted snobbery which manifests 
itself in a positive tendency (a) to look as scruffy as possible, (b) to ignore 
the realities of the weather, and (c) never to be seen dead in the sort of 
efficient weatherproof gear worn by, for example, fishermen and field 
sportsmen. This may explain the relative rarity of the classic Barbour jacket 
among birders (although I am sure expense is also a crucial factor), even 
though it will look marvellously scruffy when old, and despite the fact that 
anyone who has one will tell you it is probably without equal as an 
all-round, all-weather jacket. 

The 'Durham' differs from the original Barbour in having a fixed hood and 
being totally unlined. It is, basically, a superior form of lightweight water
proof jacket which can be rolled up into a fairly small, compact sausage and 
easily stowed away or carried. I have used mine for 18 months, in all 
weathers, including blizzards, horizontal sleet and hail, and torrential rain, 
and, try as I might, I cannot find fault with it. It is light, comfortable, 
thoroughly waterproof (the shoulders, incidentally, are double-layered) 
and even reasonably windproof-—although in winter it is best worn over 
another, warmer jacket or a few layers of sweaters. It has two reasonably 
large side-pockets with double flaps which fasten with big press-studs and 
are reliably waterproof. The cuffs too can be fastened with press-studs, as 
can the front opening, although the latter is principally closed by a robust 
metal zip. This zip runs right up to the chin, where it meets the drawstrings 
which pull the hood in about your face: this arrangement is surprisingly 
comfortable, as is the hood itself, despite its being unlined. Another plus 
feature for the hood is that, unlike most others, it is actually head-shaped. 

What puts many people off Barbour jackets is the fearful smell of the 
patent oily wax with which they are treated. It pervades the inside of the 
jacket as well and owners of new 'Durhams' are well advised to wear old 
jackets or soon-to-be-discarded sweaters underneath; fortunately the odour 
soon disappears. My 'Durham' is probably overdue for re-waxing, a job I 
view with some misgivings, although those who have done it tell me that it is 
really very easy. 

Apart from the minor nuisance of re-waxing, the only other drawback of 
the Barbour 'Durham' is its price, currently £50.00. That apart, I can 
thoroughly recommend it. It even looks slightly scruffy when new, and in 
this respect definitely improves with age! MIKE EVERETT 
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