
Best recent black-and-white 
bird-photographs 
Once again, we are delighted to present our annual selection for this 

feature, now in its twenty-seventh year. A journal such as ours 
inevitably relies heavily on black-and-white photographs, so we must 
confess to a double motivation in running this feature. Primarily, of course, 
the intention is to enable our readers to enjoy a series of outstanding bird 
photographs while at the same time encouraging bird photographers by 
publishing their work. Our ulterior motive is that, in attracting photo
graphs for the competition, we also obtain prints which can be retained in 
our files for future use. 

May we take this opportunity to encourage bird photographers, who 
perhaps may not have considered working in black-and-white, to do some 
of their work in this way? Such photography can be very satisfactory, 
particularly when the photographer also does the developing and printing. 

This year, we show the work of eight photographers; sadly, no 
newcomers have submitted work of sufficient quality this year. Other 
factors being equal, we try to give priority to those whose photographs have 
not previously been featured here, and it is with disappointment that we 
cannot do so this year. We must, however, highlight the achievement of 
three of this year's contributors, who have each had three prints selected. 
Dr Kevin Carlson's photographs are included for the fifteenth year; Harold 
Grenfell's for the eleventh year; and Mike Wilkes's for the fourth year. 
Whilst there are no new photographers, we are, however, including no less 
than five species that have not featured here before. These are: Mute Swan 
Cygnus olor, Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus, Red-rumped Swallow 
Hirundo daurica, Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala and Chough 
Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax. 

The first photograph in our feature (plate 234) is a fine shot of a Redwing 
Turdus iliacus feeding (on New Year's Day) on hawthorn berries. It is both a 
fine portrait and a fine study of the bird in action, well lit, giving a final 
result that must have given Mike Wilkes, the photographer, much satisfac
tion. A different action shot is provided by Kevin Carlson's well-caught 
study of three displaying Little Ringed Plovers Charadrius dubius (plate 235); 
doubtless they are disputing the boundaries of their feeding territories. The 
centre bird shows well the aggressor's flattened look, with puffed flank 
feathers, illustrated in BWP (vol. 3, page 120). 

The following pair of photographs feature swans: four Whoopers Cygnus 
cygnus in flight by Richard Mills, and two swimming Mute Swans by Mike 
Wilkes. Richard Mills, who has two prints selected this year, is represented 
for the second time in this feature. We much enjoyed his shot of the 
Whooper Swans coming in to land, using their apparently enormous 
webbed feet as air brakes (plate 236). The use of a wide-angle lens from a 
low viewpoint has provided Mike Wilkes with a most original portrait of the 
two Mute Swans (plate 237), the second, though more distant and behind 
the first, adding to the picture rather than detracting from it. 
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234. Redwing Turdus iliacus eating berry of hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, Worcestershire, January' 1985 
[M. C. Wilkes) (Olympus OM2n, 300 mm Zuiko; FP4, 1/125, ffl) 

235. Three Little Ringed Plovers Charadrius dubius displaying, Portugal, May 1985 {Kevin Carlson) 
(Nikon FE2, 400 mm Novo'flex; FP4) 



236. Whoopcr Swans Cygnus cygnus Coming in to land, Co. Waterford, February 1985 {Richard T. Mills) 
(Nikon FE2, 600 mm Nikkor; Tri-X, 1/500, ß.6) 

237. Mute Swans Cygnus olor, Worcestershire, Februarv 1983 (M. C. Wilkes) (Olympus OM2n, 28 mm 
Zuiko; FP4, auto, fl 1) 
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238. Grev Heron Ardea cinerea, West Glamorgan, October 1985 (Harold E. Grenfell) (Nikon, 300 mm 
Nikkor; Tri-X, 1/500, fll) 
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239. Gannet Sula bassana carrying nesting material, Co. Wexford, June 1985 (Richard T. Mills) (Nikon 
' FE2, 180 mm Nikkor; Tri-X, 1/2000, 18) 

240. Common Gull Lams canus, West Glamorgan, October 1985 (Harold E. Grenfell) (Nikon, 500 mm 
Nikkor; Tri-X, 1/2000,18) 
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241. Juvenile Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus, Netherlands, November 1985 (P. Munsterman) 
(Nikon FE2, 400 mm Nikkor; Tri-X, 1/250, f5.6) 

242. Greenshank Tringa nebularia. West Glamorgan, August 1985 (Harold E. Grenfett) (Nikon, 300 mm 
Nikkor; Tri-X, 1/1000, £5.6) 
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243. Sand Martins Riparia riparia, Worcestershire, June 1985 (Mark Hamblin) (Pentax MX, 300 mm 
Pentax; FP4, 1/250,15.6) 

244. Brent Geese Branta bernicla, Norfolk, March 1985 (Anthony J. Bond) (Canon Al, 300 mm Canon; 
FP4, auto, 18) 



245. Male Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax passing food to female at nest with four 3- to 4-day-old 
nestlings, Argyll, May 1985 {Martin B. Withers) (Mamiya RB67, 250 mm Secko; FP4, 1/400, fl6) 

246. Canada Goose Branta canadensis displaying at nest, Worcestershire, Mav 1985 (M. C. Wilkes) 
(Olympus OM2n, 28 mm Zuiko; FP4, fill-in flash, HI) 



247. Red-rumped Swallow Himndo daurica building nest, Portugal, June 1985 (Kevin Carlson) (Nikon 
FE2, 135 mm Nikkor; FP4) 

248. Male Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanoaphala at nest, Portugal, May 1985 (Kevin Carlson) (Nikon 
FE2, 135 mm Nikkor; FP4) 
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Harold Grenfell's Grey Heron Ardea cinerea (plate 238) is a fine study; the 
fishing bird is well placed in the frame, standing out well from the dark, 
neutral background, the ripples and reflection completing a delightful 
photograph. Next come two flight shots, the first showing a Gannet Sula 
bassana flying in to the nesting colony with nesting material, photographed 
by Richard Mills (plate 239). We hope that the trailing streamer, which 
adds so much to the interest of the picture, is seaweed, and not discarded 
plastic. Complementing the Gannet is another seabird in flight, an adult 
winter Common Gull Lams carats just taking off from the surface of the 
water, leaving behind a mass of water droplets and rings of ripples, 
photographed by Harold Grenfell (plate 240). This is the second time that 
we have featured Piet Munsterman's work. This year, he has submitted a 
fine shot of a Pomarine Skua (plate 241), which, like the Common Gull, also 
appears to have just taken off. That we should receive such a picture this 
year is not so surprising in view of last autumn's invasion (see 'Request', 
Brit. Birds 79: 261). The photograph shows well the pale, dark-tipped bill 
and the whitish crescent on the under primary coverts that are useful 
features for the identification of juveniles of this species (Brit. Birds 77: 
446-448). An attractive study of a calling juvenile Greenshank Tringa 
nebularia at the water's edge (plate 242) is the third of Harold Grenfell's 
selection; again, it is well framed, with interesting ripples and reflections in 
the water. 

The next double-page spread has three nest photographs. Mark 
Hamblin has sent us a delightful study of Sand Martins Riparia nparia at 
their nest hole (plate 243), showing how these birds choose the more sandy, 
less stony horizons in the river bank or sand-pit face in which to excavate 
their nests. Tony Bond, who has had a photograph selected for the eighth 
successive year, has lived up to his own high standard with a fine group of 
ten Brent Geese Branta bemicla (plate 244), none of which is obscured by any 
of the others and all of which are in sharp focus, in spite of their obviously 
fairly rapid movement past the photographer. 

Martin Withers's interesting nest shot of a pair of Choughs Pyrrhocorax 
pyrrhocorax (plate 245), the male passing food to the female which she then 
fed to the three- to four-day-old young, is a fine example of nest photo
graphy (for this species an NCC licence is required), showing well the nest 
in a derelict barn. The Canada Goose Branta canadensis, displaying at the 
nest (plate 246), is a well-taken shot by Mike Wilkes which again shows 
that nest photography can provide opportunity for unusual pictures. 

The final page shows two of Kevin Carlson's nest photographs, both 
taken last year in Portugal. The upper (plate 247) is a most interesting, and 
at the same time delightfully composed, shot of a Red-rumped Swallow nest 
building. The lower photograph (plate 248) is a more conventional, but 
equally attractive, shot of a male Sardinian Warbler at its neat, compact 
nest. It is hard to imagine how this latter might be bettered. 

Once again we should like to thank all the photographers who submitted 
their work for selection. May we also again urge those bird photographers 
who have not tried black-and-white to give it a go, and then let us see a 
selection of their best work? 

R . J . CHANDLER, E R I C H O S K I N G , J . T . R. SHARROCK and DON SMITH 




