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Opinions expressed in this feature are not necessarily those of 'British Birds' 

A winning Birdwatch A major objective of species as possible—was the preoccupation 
the recent Country Life/RSNC County of the day (10th or 11th May 1986), when 60 
Birdwatch was to raise money for the British teams raced around their chosen county, 
Wildlife Appeal. The total of£l 2,000 is a sure notching up as many species as possible in a 
indication of the success of the venture this 24-hour period. The panel of judges devised a 
year. But, of course, seeing birds—as many cunning method of balancing the different 
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250. Don Taylor (right), team leader of the 'Woolwich Watchers' from Kent, receiving the 
Country Life Barn Owl trophy from Bill Oddie, one of the event's judges, at reception at 

Rutland Water, Leicestershire, June 1986 (Country Life) 

potential of each county. Target figures were 
calculated and the winners were judged 
by the percentage of their target that they 
achieved. The winners were a team from 
Kent, the 'Woolwich Watchers' (Don 
Taylor, Bob Bland, Andrew Henderson and 
David Tomlinson), with 143 species, or 
76.47% of the target figure. They won the 
Country Life prize of £500 and the Barn Owl 
Trophy (plate 250). The team with the high
est score was 'North Norfolk and Norwich' 
with 147 species (75%), which placed them 
second, and won them the Collins Publishers 
prize of £250. Third were the 'Rutland 
Dippers': their 108 species (72.48%) was also 
the highest score for an inland county, which 
won £300 from Country Life Books. The 
'Yorkshire High Batts' team won the 
Barbour Trophy (worth £500) for the most 
sponsorship money raised (£750). All prize 
money actually went to the relevant County 
Trusts. The collective total species list was 
209; just another statistic that marks this 
Bird watch event as the most successful of its 
kind ever in Britain. Now for the next year! 

'Alghero Declaration (1986)' All of us, 
and particularly those with a special interest 
in seabirds, will applaud the recent recom
mendations made at the First Mediterranean 
Seabird Symposium, held at Alghero, 

Sardinia, in March this year. Organised by 
'Medmaravis', the Mediterranean Marine 
Bird Association, the Symposium was 
attended by 60 seabird biologists from ten 
countries. The proceedings will be published 
shortly (in English—enquiries to Springer 
Verlag, Postfach 105280, Heidelberg 6900, 
West Germany), but the most urgent com
munication of the Symposium is known as 
the 'Mediterranean Seabird Declaration of 
Alghero'. In essence, it urges that special 
protection be given to the ten most important 
seabird sites not fully protected so far: 
Cabrera Archipelago, Balearics, Spain; 
Chafarinas Islands, Alboran Sea, Spain; 
Columbretes Archipelago, Spain; Diony-
siades Island, Crete, Greece; Filfla Island, 
Malta; Grendi Islets, Kerkenah, Tunisia; La 
Maddalena Archipelago, Sardinia, Italy; 
Linosa Island, Italy; Marettimo Island, 
Sicily, Italy; and North Sporades Archi
pelago, Greece. Other sites will be added to 
this list as soon as biological evidence is 
provided. The Declaration also urges that 
further census work be encouraged in the 
poorly researched eastern Mediterranean 
and asks for more international co-operation 
between the researchers in the various 
Mediterranean countries. It also appeals 
directly to the Governments and regional 
authorities in Italy and Spain who are 
responsible for certain sites (some of which 
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are included in the ten sites mentioned 
above), namely the Po Delta and the islands 
and coast of northern Sardinia in Italy and, 
in Spain, the Ebro Delta with its breeding 
Slender-billed Gulls Lams genti and terns, 
and the Chafarinas Islands. The latter hold 
70% of the world's breeding population of 
Audouin's Gull L. audouinii, as well as 
thousands of pairs of Cory's Shearwaters 
Calonectris diomedea and the very rare monk 
seal Monachus monachus. 

The Ramsar Convention Protocol The 
'Convention on wetlands of international 
importance especially as waterfowl habitat' 
(usually called the 'Ramsar' Convention 
after the Caspian city in Iran where the text 
was agreed at a Conference in 1971) is one of 
the four global conservation treaties adopted 
in the 1970s (the others are the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES), the Unesco World Heri
tage Convention, and the Bonn Convention 
on Migratory Species). Governments which 
join Ramsar agree to make 'wise use' of 
wetlands in their territory and, more 
specifically, to designate at least one wetland 
for the 'List of wetlands of international 
importance'. Notice of any change, or of any 
likely change, in ecological character has to 
be given to IUCN, the body responsible for 
continuing bureau functions, and, if a site is 
deleted from the List, another of equivalent 
value has to be included in compensation. 

So far, 39 countries have joined, listing 335 
sites covering nearly 20 million hectares. No 
wedand has been deleted from the List. 
While this is a habitat convention, concerned 
with wetlands, the main thrust so far has 
been in terms of waterfowl, largely because of 
the involvement since the 1960s of the Inter
national Waterfowl Research Bureau 
(IWRB, headquarters at Slimbridge). The 
UK is one of the 39 Contracting Parties, and 
has so far listed 28 wetlands. Ministers have 
on several occasions made statements in Par
liament identifying the 130-odd sites in 
Britain which qualify for listing in Britain on 
waterfowl grounds. At the last conference of 
the Contracting Parties in 1984, the UK 
delegate said it was hoped to list nearly all 
these sites by the end of 1986. It seems most 
unlikely that this aim will be achieved in 
time, but as British Rail Rallus britannicus 
says, 'We're getting diere'. 

The latest event in the Ramsar saga is that 
the Protocol of Amendment was signed on 
11th June 1986 by Iceland (the 22nd party) 

and will come into force on 1st November 
1986. ('So what?" I hear you cry.) This is all 
part of the efforts to give international legal 
backing (or at least moral pressure) to con
servation undertakings. The original text of 
the Ramsar Convention did not provide for 
amendments, so a Protocol, allowing amend
ments, had to be added and approved by 22 
states. Now the Protocol is in force, mean
ingful amendments (notably finance for a 
permanent secretariat) can be discussed at 
the next Conference of die Parties, to be held 
in Canada in May 1987, so the timing is just 
right. 

The Canada Conference will also be 
extremely important for other reasons: the 
existing 39 members will have to report on 
their progress under the Convention; and a 
special effort will be made to persuade more 
developing countries to join. It is worth 
noting that the Canadian government, 
despite financial cutbacks, is making an 
enormous contribution to international 
conservation by hosting this year's World 
Conservation Strategies, ICBP and Inter
national Ornithological Conferences, and 
next year's Ramsar and CITES conferences. 
(Contributed by Michael Smart) 

Birdwatching at Lake Skadar Lake 
Skadar, Skadarsko Jezero, Yugoslavia, 
covers 35,500ha (61 % in Yugoslavia, 39% in 
Albania); a National Park has recently been 
established on the Yugoslavian side. It has 
long been recognised as one of the main 
Yugoslavian wetlands, and is listed as a site 
of International Importance for waterbirds. 
In the nordi of die lake, several rivers form a 
huge swampy area with flooded trees and 
reeds which hold significant colonies of 
several species of heron and tern, and Pygmy 
Cormorant Phalacrocoraxjiygpieus. Some 15-20 
pairs of the highly endangered Dalmatian 
Pelican PeUcanus crispus also breed there, and 
are often seen. In winter, the lake holds up to 
30,000 ducks, including Teal Anas crecca, 
Pochard Aythya ferina, Ferruginous Duck A. 
nyroca and Tufted Duck A. fuligula. The 
National Park is anxious to establish various 
wildlife monitoring activities (counts carried 
out under IWRB guidance, ringing, and so 
on), but also wishes to develop more active 
birdwatching tourism. Several uninhabited 
villages could provide accommodation. Any
one interested should contact: Mrs Bojana 
Vujanovic (Public relations), SIZ NP 
Skadarsko Jezero, Jerevanska 30, YU-81000 
Titograd, Yugoslavia; telephone 081 34 810. 
(Contributed by Michael Smart) 
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News from the Falkland Islands We have 
received a copy of the first issue of Trust News, 
to be issued quarterly by the Falklands 
Islands Trust. It is a newsletter for members 
of the Trust, consisting mainly of short 
articles, information and requests. One 
interesting item under 'News in Brief was 
the report of several 'waves' of Cattle Egrets 
Bubulcus ibis which entered the islands during 
the (austral) autumn. After some north-
northwesterly gales on 15th April, there was 
the biggest-ever influx recorded; up to 3,000 
were seen throughout the islands. 

Lead shot ban in Denmark From 1st 
August 1986, use of lead shot will be pro
hibited in Danish Ramsar sites (Denmark 
has 26 Ramsar sites, covering 593,000 ha, so 
the prohibition covers a wide area). Non
toxic shot will still be permitted in areas 
where shooting is allowed. This, to my know
ledge, is the first instance in Europe of 
legislation against lead shot, though in North 
America it has for several years been prohibi
ted at specific sites. (Contributed by Michael 
Smart) 

'A Middle Eastern Evening' The Ornitho
logical Society of the Middle East joined with 
the Fauna and Flora Preservation Society on 
the evening of 14th May for a joint session at 
the Meeting Rooms of the Zoological Society 
of London at Regent's Park. A very large 
audience heard Dr Lindon Cornwallis on 
'Bird conservation in Iran', giving good news 
of Iranian wildlife conservationists, with 
whom contact had recently been re-estab
lished. After Dr Michael Rands had de
scribed aspects of the OSME expedition to 
the Yemen, the new OSME film of the expe
dition was shown. When introduced, it was 
stressed that this was not one of the aims of 
the expedition, but the highly professional 
result belied this. The Yemen has a number 
of endemics and there are other species now 
probably extinct or nearly extinct in Saudi 
Arabia, but with populations surviving in the 
Yemen (e.g. the Arabian Bustard Ardeotis 
arabs). (JTRS) 

Overseas bird tours The firm Business 
Travel Team, based at Haywards Heath in 
West Sussex, perhaps do not realise how 
appropriately named is their contact: 'ring 
Bob White on 0444-417521'. Unfortunately, 
their Press Release covering the inauguration 
of their foreign bird tours refers to orni

thologists going 'bird-spotting' and talks of 
'bird lovers'; reads as if they are unaware of 
any other companies organising foreign trips 
for birdwatchers; and makes no mention of 
any ornithological leader accompanying 
their trips. Let us hope, however, for the sake 
of anyone who does book with them, that 
they eventually get it right. 

Completed forms for our 'Overseas bird 
tours survey' are currently pouring in. 
Analysis will not start for a month or more, 
but it is already clear that certain of the well-
known companies are being very highly 
praised by almost everyone who has travelled 
with their groups, but that others have 
provided such poor ornithological leaders, or 
have otherwise proved unsatisfactory, that 
people accompanying the trips wish they had 
never done so. Perhaps even more than any of 
our previous surveys, the results of this one 
should prove very helpful to BB readers; it 
should give a big boost to the small number of 
companies which are giving really good value 
for money, and, hopefully, will force those 
providing a poor service to review their 
operating methods and 'pull up their socks'. 
(We shall publish the results of this survey as 
soon as possible, but we regret that we cannot 
reply individually to correspondents request
ing advance information.) (JTRS) 

Let's have some common sense, chaps! 
M. Back, Head of Traffic and Customer 
Services Section at British Rail, Cambridge, 
has sent us this extract from one of his Area 
Controller's logs for 7th June 1986: 'Laken-
heath reported at 11.45 that 3-4 birdwatchers 
were ensconced in the UP MAIN [at a 
named locality which we are omitting] near 
the site of some rare bird, which annually 
attracts birdwatchers from all over. These 
watchers had set up tripods in the UP 
MAIN, to watch the nest of this rare 
ornithological beauty, whilst trains went by, 
on the DOWN. British Transport Police 
advised at 11.46. Civil Police [locality 
omitted] advised at 11.48. Lakenheath 
advised at 12.49 thatitwas all clear at 12.43.' 

We all (or most of us) can guess which rare 
species is involved. Apart from risking their 
own lives, trespassing on British Rail 
property can also endanger train passengers. 
As Mr Back commented, '. . . to set up 
equipment in the middle of the track of the 
main line is foolhardy, to say the least, and 
this is why birdwatchers as a whole are liable 
to get a bad name'. Perhaps those who were 
involved in this instance did not consider all 
the possible consequences of their action. 
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251. Alan MofFett (left), winner of the award for 'Bird Photograph of the Year 1986', with his 
Red Grouse trophy presented by John Hughes of The Famous Grouse Scotch whisky (right), 

London, June 1986 (Don Smith) 

BPY '86 The award presentation to Alan 
Moffett, winner of this year's 'Bird Photo
graph of the Year' competition, was made at 
a Press reception at the Scotch Whisky As
sociation in London on 2nd June. The com
petition was sponsored for the sixth suc
cessive year by Matthew Gloag & Son Ltd, 
proprietors of The Famous Grouse Scotch 
whisky, and, as well as his cheque, Alan 
Moffett was presented with a Red Grouse 
trophy by John Hughes, Southern Area 
Manager for The Famous Grouse (plate 251). 

'Twentieth Century Wildlife Artists' To 
launch this book, Croom Helm has arranged 
a special exhibition at The Mall Galleries, 
London, during 25th-28th September. 

Not far from Sci l ly . . . lies the French island 
of Ushant (Ouessant in French). The second 
volume of the Bulletin du Centre Omithologique 
d'Ouessant covers the year 1985. There are 76 
duplicated pages, crammed with informa
tion. It is all in French; but, with scientific 
names, dates and numerals, it is browsable 
and readable by migration and rarity-
oriented birdwatchers with no gift for foreign 
languages. It is obtainable (price 30.00 Frs + 
13.50 Frs postage) from Le Directeur, Pare 
Naturel Regional d'Armorique, Menez 
Meur, Hanvec, 29224 Daoulas, France. 
(JTRS) 

Crispin Fisher We recently asked Crispin 
Fisher, winner of the title 'Bird Illustrator of 
the Year' in 1979 (Brit. Birds 72: 403-409), for 
news of what he has been up to recently. He 
replied: 'I take it that you mean activities 
which may directly have arisen from your 
very splendid competition—and fair enough. 

'I think that it must have been directly as 
the result of the competition that Norman 
Elkins asked Trevor Poyser to commission 
me to do the illustrations for Weather and Bird 
Behaviour, and I can say that that was the job, 
the single job, which I have enjoyed most in 
my life. It gave me the opportunity to draw 
birds actually doing things in their habitat, 
which is what I think makes the most inter
esting illustrations, and certainly the most 
enjoyable to do. 

'I know for a fact that it was directly as a 
result of the competition that John Pember-
ton asked me to do illustrations, and 
especially the cover every year, of The 
Birdwatchers' Year Book, a commission which I 
enjoy enormously and look forward to every 
year. (This year it is a Great Grey Shrike— 
my favourite bird.) 

'I regularly do work for the Lincolnshire 
and South Humberside Trust for Nature 
Conservation, most of it as displays, panels 
and guides for their showpiece interpretative 
reserve at Gibraltar Point. For the Wildfowl 



460 News and comment 

Trust, I have painted two sets of six panels 
each for permanent displays in their hides, 
and am working on the third six. 

'But, above all, I am now, as you have 
already reported in BB, the Natural History 
Editor at Collins, a job I have always wanted, 
and whose founding incumbent was my 
father.' 

Ottawa IOC The XIX International 
Ornithological Congress, held in Ottawa, 
Canada, during 22nd-29th June 1986, was 
the largest ever, with over 1,200 delegates 
from over 70 countries. I have often 
expressed the view that it is the meetings over 
coffee and the intense discussions over lunch 
or dinner—the renewal of acquaintanceships 
and the making of new friends and contacts 
—that are the most important long-term 
results of such occasions. Nevertheless, one 
can hardly ignore the intellectual feast 
provided by 480-odd papers presented 
during 50 symposia, ranging in topic from 
'Mechanisms of homing' to 'New methods in 
molecular evolution'. The five plenary 
(main) lectures which started off each daily 
session were by Dr Ian Newton, on 'Indi
vidual performance in Sparrowhawks: the 
ecology of two sexes'; by Dr Jacques Blondel, 
on 'Evolutionary biogeography and different 
scales: the history of Mediterranean birdlife'; 
by Dr Fred Cooke, on 'Genetic studies of 
birds—the goose with blue genes'; by Dr P. 
Berthold, on 'The control of migration in 
European warblers'; and by Dr M. A. Ramos 
Olmos, on 'Eco-evolutionary aspects of bird 
movements in the Northern Neotropical 
region'. 

At such a conference, it is impossible to 
attend every lecture (since, apart from all 
else, there are usually five simultaneous 
sessions in progress), so one picks and 
chooses those expected to be most important, 
stimulating or relevant to one's own in
terests. The presentation (both verbal and 
visual) by Dr Berthold could not have been 
improved on in any way—even his timing, 
59V2 minutes in a 60-minute slot, was 
immaculate—and, together with the fascin
ating content, kept his whole audience 
attentive for every moment. From that 
highlight, one sinks to the lecturer who 
started by apologising for forgetting his slides 
(because he was so engrossed in following the 
World Cup!)—forget tie, or razor, perhaps, 
but slides?—and others whose slides were 
merely photographs of figures from their 
recently published papers, full of irrelevant 
and unreadable words and numbers. Dele

gates to such a Congress should not need 
binoculars to enhance the lecturer's visual 
aids, but I did see them used for that purpose. 
I used mine on our one 'free day' to add 70 
species to my life list (my first trip to the 
Nearctic) with the assistance of several of our 
ever-friendly and ever-helpful Canadian 
hosts. (JTRS) 

The next IOC The 20th International 
Ornithological Congress will take place in 
Christchurch, New Zealand, during 18th-
25th November 1990. Appropriately, that 
will be the 150th year of New Zealand 
Government and the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Ornithological Society of 
New Zealand. The Chairman of the New 
Zealand Organising Committee is Dr Ben D. 
Bell, Zoology Department, Victoria Univer
sity of Wellington, Private Bag, Wellington, 
New Zealand. 

North American atlases The latest news 
we have is that no fewer than 38 state, 
provincial or regional breeding bird atlases 
are complete, in active progress or in the final 
planning stages in the United States and 
Canada. Next to be published is likely to be 
that for Ontario. More news when we hear it. 

West African bird recordings The French 
Ornithological Review Alauda has just pub
lished the 11 th gramophone record in a series 
on the birds of West Africa (No. 13, a 33'/3 
r.p.m. 10-inch disc). The set now includes 
about 85% of the species in the families 
treated; 461 species so far (with a total of 950 
individual recordings). Each disc costs 80 FF 
plus post and packing. Enquiries should be 
addressed to Societe d'Etudes Ornitho-
logiques. 'Alauda'. Ecole Normale 
Superieure Laboratoire de Zoologie, 46 rue 
d'Ulm, 75230 Paris Cedex 05, France. 

Three changes of Recorder Dr Arthur 
Jennings, 1 Ferryfield Drive, Connel, Argyll 
PA37 ISP, has taken over from David Stroud as 
Recorder for Argyll. H. E. Rose, 12 Birbeck 
Road, Bristol BS9 1BD, has taken over from 
P. J . Chadwick as Recorder for Avon. 
R. Davis, 47 Clovelly Road, Glenfield, 
Leicester LE3 8AK, has taken over from 
Rodney Baker as Recorder for Leicestershire. 

Change of address of Recorder John 
Dunnett, Recorder for Cleveland, has moved 
to 43 Hemlington Road, Stainton, Middles
brough, Cleveland TS8 9AG. 
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