
Notes 
Head-shaking of Garganey and Teal while feeding 
Between 1983 and 1985, at Cropston Reservoir and 
Rutland Water, Leicestershire, I have watched both 
Garganeys Arms querquedula and Teals A. crecca feeding. All 
the Garganeys were individuals in eclipse or juvenile 
plumage (between 14th August and 10th September); 
about ten were watched at close range for some length of 
time, up to three were seen together, and several 
individuals were seen on more than one date. All showed 
a feeding action different from that of the Teals, which 

on all occasions were teedmg alongside, ine majority ot uarganeys 
dabbled in typical fashion, and, when bringing their head out of the water, 
usually shook their head, although usually not with any regularity (to my 
eyes, it seemed an action in irritation rather than as part of a natural 
feeding action). Only once did I observe Garganeys up-ending, when, on 
28th August 1985, two were alongside several Teals on Rutland Water. 
Both species were feeding by up-ending: the Teals appeared to head-
shake more than when dabbling, and the Garganeys performed this action 
with less regularity than when dabbling but with more consistency and 
with more of a flowing movement than the Teals. I have not been able to 
identify the food being taken by the two species; it may be that, even 
though they fed side by side, they were taking different foods and that the 
differing actions were due to this. Both others and myself have found that 
the differing actions have made the initial locating of Garganeys among a 
party of Teals easier than it would have been using solely shape and 
markings. J . B. HlGGOTT 

26 Link Road, Anstey, Leicester LE7 7BW 

Identification and ageing of first-winter male King Eider In mid 
September 1985, I watched and photographed two male King Eiders 
Somateria spectabilis at Cape May, New Jersey, USA. One (plate 327) had a 
yellow-orange bill and was evidently moulting from second-summer to 
second-winter plumage. The other (plate 326) was generally brown, with a 
dark bill, and was presumably a first-winter. A striking feature of its 
plumage was a pale, off-white eye-ring, with a similarly coloured streak 
running downwards from behind the eye, which could be seen from a 
considerable distance. 

No mention is made of this mark under Identification in the King Eider 
account in BWP, nor is it illustrated there. The feature is, however, shown 
in the National Geographic Society's Field Guide to the Birds of North America 
(pages 82-83), and is mentioned in the Plumage section of BWP (vol. 1, 
page 610). It is apparently acquired (though rather variably) by first-
winter males (but not females), and thus enables such birds to be aged and 
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326. First-winter male King Eider Somateria spectabilis, New Jersey, USA, September 1985 
{R.J. Chandler) 

327. Male King Eider Somateria spectabilis moulting from second-summer to second-winter 
plumage, New Jersey, USA, September 1985 (R.J. Chandler) 

sexed. In addition, this field mark assists in their separation from immature 
Eiders S. mollissima. A photograph of a second-year male in the Audubon 
Society Master Guide to Birding (vol. 1, page 187) shows the feature only 
faintly, while the second Cape May King Eider (plate 327), which was 
slightly older, did not show it at all. Thus, it appears to be lost with age. 

R.J. CHANDLER 
6Rusland Avenue, Orpington, Kent BR68AU 

Dr M. A. Ogilvie has pointed out that this feature is also mentioned in R. S. Palmer's 
Handbook of North American Birds (vol. 3). While its presence may be helpful, its absence may be 
less so, since it is not clear yet how long this feature is retained, nor whether it is shown by all 
individuals. EDS 
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Pink coloration on Little Gulls Over the past 15 years or so, Little Gulls 
Lams minutes have been recorded regularly in spring and autumn at the 
mouth of the River Mersey and in Liverpool Bay, Merseyside. During April 
1985, sometimes in excess of 300 were present at Seaforth Dock Pools, about 
one-third of which were first-years and second-years. Several of the adults 
were pink-flushed on the breast and some also on the tail and hindneck 
(intensely so on some individuals), while many others lacked even a hint of 
pink, although they also were in full adult summer plumage. The pink flush 
was also evident on some second-summers. I found it most surprising, 
however, to see this coloration on at least two or three first-year individuals, 
one in particular having pink underparts and rump, extending onto the tail. 
This particular individual was still mainly in first-winter plumage. I feel 
that the variability of this coloration, and its presence on some first-year 
individuals (on which I have never previously noticed this feature) may be 
of some interest. MARK GARDNER 

40 Dalemeadow Road, Knotty Ash, Liverpool L14 5PL 

P.J. Grant has commented as follows: 'Of further interest is the fact that the pink coloration 
extended to the tail feathers of some of the adults and one of the first-years. These feathers 
surely would have been white when they were newly grown during the summer and autumn of 
the previous calendar-year, lending support for the theory {e.g. Buckley 1983) that the pink 
coloration on some gulls and terns is the result of pink colorant contained in the preen-gland oil 
being coated onto the feathers during preening, rather than feather pigmentation.' EDS 
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Common Gulls with retained juvenile plumage P. J, Grant recorded a 
first-year Common Gull Lams canus with retained juvenile plumage on 24th 
February (Brit. Birds 75: 578-579). On 15th February 1986, in Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, I saw one Common Gull among several first-winter indi
viduals which was half way towards first-winter plumage, having more 
than the usual amount of retained juvenile feathers present on other indi
viduals. Another still had juvenile plumage on the mantle, scapulars and 
underparts; the feathers were quite fresh compared with other first-winter 
Common Gulls. The retention of juvenile feathers may possibly be a feature 
shown by the offspring of late-breeding pairs. A. H. V. EGGENHUIZEN 

R. Claeszenstraat 761, 1056 WR Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Common Gull with pale iris On 11th December 1983, at Deventer, the 
Netherlands, Frank Ellenbroek and I noticed an adult winter Common 
Gull Lams canus with a pale yellowish-white iris. This gave the bird an 
appearance reminiscent of Ring-billed L. delawarensis or Herring Gull L. 
argentatus, not the 'friendly' look caused by the normally dark iris of 
Common Gulls. Apart from its eyes, the bird showed all the usual plumage 
and bare-parts features of an adult winter Common Gull. I have not been 
able to find any mention in the literature of Common Gulls with pale irides. 
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G r a n t (1982) mentioned a brown iris for an adult, while Cramp & Simmons 
(1982) described it as brown-black. According to Glutz & Bauer (1982), 
adul t summer Common Gull has a chestnut iris, in some individuals with 
silvery spots, which give a milky tinge to the iris, and the iris of adult-winters 
is dark brown to red-brown. Apparently, pale-irided Common Gulls of the 
nominate race are very rare variants. G. G R O O T K O E R K A M P 

Oosterwechelsweg 14, 7433 CP Schalkhaar, The Netherlands 
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P.J. Grant has drawn attention to another published record oiL.c.canus with a pale iris (K. 
Mullarney in litt., quoted in Grant 1986), and to the fact that the Common (Mew) Gulls of the 
western USA, L. c. braehyrhynchus, often have noticeably pale, greenish-yellow irides. The pitfall 
of pale-eyed Common Gulls being misidentified as Ring-billed Gulls became apparent when 
photographs 'supporting* such a claim (at Abberton Reservoir, Essex, during 3rd- 10th 
February 1985) were examined by the Rarities Committee. Although it had a yellow iris and a 
black pupil, the bird was clearly a Common Gull. EDS 

Midwinter pairing behaviour by Lesser Black-backed Gulls On 20th 
J a n u a r y 1984, while walking alongside the River Trent near Burton Joyce, 
Nott inghamshire , I saw an adult Lesser Black-backed Gull Larusjuscus on 
the opposite bank, calling loudly. I then noticed another Lesser Black-back 
about 200 m away, flying low over the middle of the river; as it reached the 
calling gull, it veered and landed 2 m in front of it, with its body sideways 
on; the first gull was still calling. Turning around, the newcomer faced the 
calling bird, which had its neck stretched almost vertically upwards and its 
wide-open bill pointing upwards; it moved closer and adopted the same 
posture, and both gulls called in unison, though the newcomer was not so 
upright . After about 20 seconds, the latter, which I considered a female, 
walked to the male's right side so that both were flank to flank, and faced the 
male 's rear. The female turned around and, with head and neck lowered, 
walked around the front of the male to his left side so that both were again 
flank to flank; she then turned around and repeated this behaviour three or 
four times, with the male still in the same posture as before. While walking 
in semicircles, the female was always very close, almost touching the male. 
When she had finished, the male picked up a twig and dropped it; the 
female then flew back upstream, towards me, and, after about five minutes, 
the male followed. BWP says of this species 'no evidence that bonds persist 
throughout winter' . A. S. B O O T 

38 Balmoral Road, Colwick, Nottingham NG4 2GD 

It is possible that the pair bond does in fact persist through the winter, although this may 
also have been a case of early display, which is reasonably common among seabirds. Black-
headed Gulls L. ridibundus in winter plumage display as if paired, while Herring Gulls L. 
argentatus more often and unambiguously appear paired in winter. Interestingly, N, Tinbergen 
(1970, Signals for Survival) said of Lesser Black-backed Gulls in spring 'Since gulls pair for life, 
many males already have partners.' EDS 
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H e r r i n g Gull preying on rabbits At the Jersey Zoo, Jersey, Channel 
Islands, a large colony of rabbits Oryctolagus cuniculus has developed in a 
steep bank on one side of a large wildfowl exhibit. In 1984, the rabbits 
reached large numbers and were preyed on by occasional feral cats Felis 
domesticus. Herring Gulls Lams argentatus are always present in the zoo and 
one third-summer individual became a full-time predator at this rabbit 
warren. It spent all day sitting at the base of the bank on a flat area on which 
rabbits of all sizes fed, apparently oblivious to the gull's presence. The gull 
preyed mainly on the very small young rabbits that were above ground for 
the first time. It caught them easily and carried them to the lake, where it 
killed them either by battering them on the rocks or by drowning them; 
some large rabbits were dropped from about 10 m into the water or on to the 
rocks surrounding the lake, the gull continuing to drop the rabbit until it 
was dead. Adult rabbits occasionally attempted to defend their young by 
repeatedly running at the gull; I never saw them save any, but some young 
may have got away in the confusion. The gull ate the entrails and some
times the head. It was once seen to defend a dead rabbit from other gulls. 
The stretched remains of baby rabbits indicated that other gulls probably 
did fight over the carcases, but only this one Herring Gull was ever 
observed killing rabbits, although other gulls spent the day in the vicinity of 
the warren. H . G . Y O U N G 

The Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust, Les Augres Manor, Trinity, Jersey, Channel 
Islands 

Juven i l e Herr ing Gull with aberrant white wing markings A juvenile 
Herr ing Gull Lams argentatus michahellis at Gibraltar in August 1984 showed 
conspicuous subterminal white marks on the greater primary coverts and 
clear white spots near the tips of all ten primaries, symmetrically on both 
wings. The photograph reveals that the marks on the coverts comprised 

328. Juvenile Herring Gull Lams argentatus michahellis with white wing markings, Gibraltar, 
August 1984 (E. F.J. Garcia) 
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triangular white patches across the centre of each feather. The white spot 
on each primary resembles a small mirror like that on the outer primaries of 
adults . All other plumage features were normal. E. F . J . G A R C I A 

2 Busdens Close, Milford, Godalming, Surrey GU85JS 

Most instances of partial albinism are filed for reference and possible future summary, but 
the excellent photograph and interesting pattern in this instance justify separate publication. 
EDS 

H e r r i n g Gull showing characters of 'L. a. armenicus' in Britain 
O n 27th October 1985, at Hanningfield Reservoir, Essex, S. Hudgell, 
J . T . Smith and DLA found an adult Herring Gull Lams argentatus of one of 
the yellow-legged races. It remained in view for two hours, during which 
time it was also seen by J M . All were puzzled by some of its features, 
particularly the bill, which was shorter than those of other Herring Gulls 
and had a well-defined black subterminal band. The bird was smaller than 
the average Herring Gull, with a rather rotund head, and this, combined 
with the bill, gave it a more gentle appearance. 

From the literature available, we tentatively identified it as belonging to 
the race L. a. armenicus, although on known distribution this seemed 
unlikely. Fortunately, over the following few weeks, it made about five brief 
appearances , being last seen on 12th December. Additional notes, plus 
comparisons with photographs of armenicus taken by G. Delve in Israel 
dur ing 1984, confirmed that its main characters matched that subspecies. 

T h e following description was compiled from notes made by the above 
observers. 

SIZE ANU PROPORTIONS ADOUt tnat oi Lesser 
Black-backed Gull L. Justus. Proportionally 
longer-winged than average Herring Gull, 
producing sleeker appearance. The rotund 
head and shorter, more gentle-looking bill 
produced less-fierce expression. 
UPPERPARTS A shade darker than those of 
Common Gull L. cams. Head white, with 
small smudge around eye. At close range, 
faint streaks evident on crown, continuing 
lightly down hindneck. Scapular-crescent 
grey, only slightly paler than rest of upper-
parts. Tertial edges white, as on other 
Herring Gulls. Primaries black, with longest 
having small white tip, next three or four 

showing white crescents on tips, far smaller 
than those on other gulls present. In flight, 
black of primaries extensive (probably even 
more so than on L, a. mkhahellis), and only-
one small white mirror on longest primary. 
Wing-coverts and tail showed no sign of 
immature flecking. 

BARE PARTS Bill deep yellow, with bright red 
spot near gonys, above which was black 
band, which seemed to cut into rear of red. 
Tip pale yellow. Iris mid-brown, dark at a 
distance. Orbital ring red. Legs bright 
yellow, as on typical Lesser Black-backed 
Gull. 

T h e main problem in arriving at a subspecific identification was the 
possibility of a small mkhahellis retaining some dark on the bill. We 
considered, however, that this could be safely dismissed on the following 
points: 

T h e bird showed full adult plumage, with no sign of immaturity on the 
wing-coverts or tail. It was, therefore, in at least fourth-winter plumage. 
T h e iris, however, was like that of a second-year of other subspecies. 
Likewise, the bills of imrnatures of other races rarely show such a well-
defined black band, especially in conjunction with the red spot. Lastly, the 
bill and head shape appeared very different from those of other subspecies 
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with which we were familiar, even tending towards Common Gull in 
structure. 

Little has been published on the range of L. a. armenicus. BWP states 
'resident on the Armeniyan lakes, with only local dispersals, south to 
Kurdistan'. Whilst R. A. Hume (Brit. Birds 76: 189-190) and others have 
reported it on the Mediterranean coast of Israel during the winter, we 
cannot find any records of occurrences farther west. 

D. L. ACFIELD and J . MILLER 
450A Baddow Road, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex 

On our behalf, P. J. Grant has commented as follows: 'We do not regard this evidence as 
proof of what, in the present state of knowledge, seems a highly unlikely occurrence. We feel, 
however, that this is an interesting note, and publish it to draw attention to the possibility, 
however slight, of the race armenicus occurring in Western Europe, and to encourage further 
investigation into the identification of this rather distinctive subspecies which some authorities 
(e.g. Dr P. Devillers in BWP vol. 3) consider would be better regarded as a separate species, 
perhaps to be named Armenian Gull L. armenicus.' EDS 

Seasonality of Herring Gulls in the west Midlands The subspecific 
composition of Herring Gulls Larus argentatus wintering in central England 
has been the subject of some debate. In a field study of a winter roost in 
Staffordshire, Hume (1978) recognised four types of Herring Gull, one of 
which he considered referable to L. a. argentatus. Subsequently, the 
feasibility of distinguishing in the field between Scandinavian L. a. 
argentatus and British L. a. argenteus has been disputed (for example, Morley 
1979). Ringing studies in northern Britain (Coulson et al. 1984) and in 
southeast England (Stanley*/a/. 1981) have indicated that argentatus arrives 
on the wintering grounds later in the season than argenteus. British Herring 
Gulls tend to winter relatively close to their breeding grounds, and there is 
significant occupation of wintering sites from August onwards (Stanley et 
al. 1981). At Chew Valley Lake, Avon, for example (where most wintering 
Herring Gulls are considered to be of relatively local origin), the numbers 
roosting in late September 1979 were as high as 70% of the eventual 
December/January maximum (K. E. Vinicombe in litt.). By contrast, 
significant numbers of Scandinavian argentatus do not arrive in Britain 
before November, and reach a peak in January; dispersal occurs rapidly in 
late January and February. 

The monthly distribution of numbers at wintering sites is thus 
potentially significant. Accordingly, I have attempted to determine the 
seasonality of wintering Herring Gulls in the west Midlands, using two 
methods', (a) a series of almost weekly counts at Blithfield Reservoir, 
Staffordshire, in the period September to March during the ten winters 
1974/75 to 1983/84; (b) summing all dated records included in the annual 
West Midland Bird Reports for the years 1970 to 1984. The results are 
presented in figure 1, and show a broad measure of agreement. 

In central England, distance from the nearest regular breeding colonies 
reaches a maximum, and this will no doubt influence the timing of arrival of 
wintering argenteus. Nevertheless, the characteristics of the monthly 
profile—few before November and a considerable peak in January—are 



Notes 633 

Fig. 1. Half-monthly distribution of Herring Gulls Lams argentatus: (a) left-hand scale and 
line: mean counts at Blithfield Reservoir, Staffordshire, 1974/75-83/84; (b) right-hand scale 

and blocks: summated counts in the west Midlands, 1970-84 

intriguingly close to those for populations known to include a significant 
argentatus component. A. R. DEAN 

2 Charingworth Road, Solihull, West Midlands B928HT 

REFERENCES 

COULSON, J . C , MONAGHAN, P., BUTTERFIELD, J . E. L., DUNCAN, N., ENSOR, K., SHEDDEN, C , 
& THOMAS, C. 1984. Scandinavian Herring Gulls wintering in Britain. Omis Scand. 15: 
79-88. 

HUME, R. A. 1978. Variations in Herring Gulls at a Midland roost. Brit. Birds 71: 338-345. 
MORLEY, C. 1979. Variations in Herring Gulls. Brit. Birds 72: 389-390. 
STANLEY, P. I., BROUOH, T., FLETCHER, M. R., HORTON, N., ROCHARD, J. B. A. 1981. The 

origins of Herring Gulls wintering inland in south-east England. Bird Study 28: 123-132. 

Spring moult of Kittiwake Between 24th January and 13th February 
1986, I spent a total of 14 hours seawatching at sea in the North Atlantic 
and Norwegian Sea, during which time I observed some 120 adult Kitti-
wakes Rissa tridactyla. Approximately 10% were in immaculate summer 
plumage, the first of these being seen on 24th January. Others showed only 
slight traces of the species' winter head pattern, indicating that they were 
well into their spring head and body moult. The literature gives the timing 
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of this moult variously from February to May (BWP notes it as 'March-
April ' ), which seems to be somewhat late in light of the above observations. 

N I G E L W. C O T T L E 

c/o The Hawthorns, King Ina Road, Somerton, Somerset TAll 6JX 

Mott l ing o n upperparts o f a Paddyfield Warbler A Paddyfield Warbler 
Acrocephalus agricola trapped on Fair Isle, Shetland, on 30th May 1984 (Brit. 
Birds 78: 574) showed obvious blackish-grey centres to most of its upper-
parts feathers (crown, nape, hindheck, mantle and scapulars) when 
examined in the hand. 

329 & 330. Paddyfield Warbler Acrocepha
lus agricola, Shetland, May 1984 (Kevin 

Osborn) 
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After release, the bird was watched in good light at a range of about 7 m, 
from above as it fed along a small burn. The dark feather centres to the 
upperparts—especially those around the nape and mantle—were also 
visible in the field. 

T h e bird's very jerky (sometimes flycatcher-like) feeding action and 
continuous tail flicking, with wings held low with the tips below the tail for 
most of the time, may have accentuated the effect. 

When photographed in the hand with its feathers lying approximately in 
their correct positions (plate 329), the dark feather centres were almost 
impossible to see; with its body turned to the side (plate 330), however, 
their presence became obvious. K E V I N O S B O R N 

24Rykhill, Chadwell-St-Mary, Grays, Essex RM164RR 

Nick Riddiford has informed us that his laboratory description in the Fair Isle Bird 
Observatory log referred to 'charcoal-grey bases of feathers, giving almost blotchy blackish 
effect' particularly to crown. EDS 
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