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falls or concentrations were reported. On 
Fair Isle (Shetland) all common migrants 
were below their normal numbers , but the 
variety of rarities there and on neighbouring 
Orkney and Shetland was quite different 
from those seen in the rest of the country. 
The North European air masses penetrated 
over those islands on only a few occasions, 
bu t b rough t a Citrine Wagtail Motacilla 
citreola on 1st, five Scarlet Rosef inches 
Carpodacus erythrinm between 1st and 19th, 
five Ye l low-breasted B u n t i n g s Emberiza 
aureola between 2nd and 21st, two Rustic 
Buntings E. rustica and three Little Bunt
ings E. pusilla between 21st and 23rd (with 
one earlier on 18th farther south at Hauxley, 
Nor thumber land) , four Lanceolated Warb
lers Locustella lanceolata between 17th and 
26 th , two A r c t i c Warblers Phylloscopus 
boreatis b e t w e e n 12th a n d 21s t , two 
Bluethroats Euscinia svecka on 20th, a Paddy-
field Warbler Acrocephalm agricola on 22nd, 
a Blyth's Reed Warbler A. dumetorum from 
27th to 29th, and an Arctic Redpoll Car-
duelis hornemanni between 25th and 30th. 

The Savannah Sparrow Ammodramus sand-

The dates in this report refer to September 
1987 unless otherwise stated. 

At the b e g i n n i n g of t h e m o n t h , the 
pressure remained high to the east, slowing 
the p r o g r e s s of the e a s t w a r d - m o v i n g 
weather fronts and bringing occasional east
erly air to nor thern areas . This blocking 
an t i cyc lone moved far ther east by 5th , 
allowing the Atlantic depressions to track 
quickly eastwards across Britain and Ire
land, bringing in unsettled and windy west
erly wea the r . F rom 15th, high p re s su re 
developed again nearby over Europe, bring
ing further short spells of easterlies in the 
north until 22nd, when an anticyclone began 
to develop over the mid Atlantic and tem
peratures dropped as northerly air arrived. 
As the centre of pressure moved eastward, 
the winds moved t h r o u g h n o r t h e a s t to 
southeast by 30th. 

Small migrants 

Apart from a large passage of Meadow 
Pipits Anthus pratensis through Spurn (Hum-
berside), with 8,000 on 16th, no exceptional 

14. Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalm paludicola, Dorset, September 1987 (E. Brndie) 
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15 & 16. Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata, 
Dorset , Sep tember 1987 (left, Richard G. 
Smith; below, Phil Atkinson) 

hispanica. Not usually associated with this 
group, but found in the South, were Booted 
Warblers Hippolais caligata at Dungeness 
(Kent) on 4th and Portland Bill (Dorset) on 
13th (plates 15 & 16), and a Black-headed 
Bunting Emberiza melanocephala in the Isles of 
Scilly from 7th to 22nd. T h e 16 reports of 
Wrynecks Jynx torquilla were also all in the 
South. More generally distributed were the 
dozen records of Barred Warblers Sylvia 
nisoria, a n o t h e r dozen R ichard's P ip i t s 
Anthus navaeseelandiae, 16 Icterine Warblers 
Hippolais iclerina, three Ortolan Bunt ings 
Emberiza hortulana and five Red-breasted 
Flycatchers Ficedula parva. The arrival of the 

wichensis which arrived on Kair Isle on 30th 
was, however, in keeping with a transatlan
tic flight along a depression track north of 
those normally associa ted with Nearct ic 
passerine arrivals in the Southwest. 

In southern Britain and Ireland, typical 
September vagrants were seen, with eight 
Tawny Pipits Anthus campestris being re
ported, seven Melodious Warblers Hippolais 
polyglolta, two Woodchat Shrikes Lanius sena
tor, ten Firecrests Regulus ignicapillus, ten 
Red-backed Shrikes /.. collurio, two Aquatic 
Warblers Acrocephalus paludicola (plate 14), a 
Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla, and 
two B l a c k - e a r e d W h e a t e a r s Oenanthe 

17. Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos, Humbers ide , September 1987 (Keith Atkin) 
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18. Hoopoe Upupa epops, Kent, September 1987 {Reg J. Mellis) 

anticyclonic easterly weather at the end of 
the month brought many Yellow-browed 
Warblers Phylloscopus inornalus mainly to the 
Bri t ish east coast , where some 50 were 
reported, with singles reaching the Isles of 
Scilly, Bardsey Island (Gwynedd) and in
land at Upton Warren (Worcestershire). 

Wading birds 

T h e numbers of passage waders were low, 
especially inland, in spite of many suitable 
feeding areas, but notable were the numbers 
of Grey P h a l a r o p e s Phalaropus fulicarius 
along western shores, with up to 25 being 
s een on s e a w a l c h e s d u r i n g p e r i o d s of 
s t rong onshore winds . In contras t , Red
necked Phalaropes P. lobatus were all found 
in eastern coastal districts, with singles in 

seven localities, apart from one at Tacum-
shin (Co. Wexford). Single Dotterels Char-
adrius morinellus were r epor t ed from ten 
localities across England and Ireland. The 
two juvenile Black-winged Stilts Himantopus 
himantopus from Holme (Norfolk) spent a 
week at Belvide Reservoir (Staffordshire) 
from 1st to 7th; subsequently further reports 
of single juveniles came from South Ferriby 
Gravel-pits (Humberside) on 13th and from 
Swallow Pond, Wallsend (Tyne & Wear), on 
15th. There was a Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Calidris acuminata at Sandwich Bay (Kent) 
from 4th to 14th. 

T h e predominant ly westerly winds did 
bring a good variety of Nearctic waders, the 
most numerous being Pectoral Sandpipers 
C. melanotos (plate 17), with 25 being found 

19. Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor, West Sussex, September 1987 (Tony Croucher) 
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20 & 21. Little Egret Egretla garzetta, Dorset, 
September 1987 (P. R. lioardman) 

across Britain and Ireland, usually singles, 
but threes together at Stithians Reservoir 
(Cornwall) and at Lady's Island Lake (Co. 
Wexford). Also widely distributed were 
seven reports of Wilson's Phalarope Phalar-
opus tricolor (plate 19), but the six Long-
billed Dowitchers Limnodromus scolopaceus 
were all in Ireland. Other species found were 
four Buff-breasted Sandpipers Tryngites sub-
ruficollis, three American Golden Plovers 
Pluvialu dominica, three Spotted Sandpipers 
Actitis macularia, two White-rumped Sand
pipers Calidris fuscicollis, and single reports of 
Baird's Sandpiper C. bairdii and Solitary 
Sandpiper Tringa solitaria. The increasing 
number of birdwatching hides has increased 
the numbers of crakes recorded, and this 
month's exceptional 17 reports of Spotted 
Crake Porzana porzana were probably all seen 
from hides. More obvious were six Little 
Egrets Egretla garzetta (plates 20-22), all in 
England. 

Wildfowl 
A flock of 2,000 Brent Geese Branta bernicla 
which returned for the winter at Strangford 
Lough (Co. Down) contained many pairs 
with three or four young, indicating a good 
breeding season. Two of the North 
American/Siberian race B. b. nigricans were 
found amongst them on 21st. 

22. Little Egret Egretta garzetta, West Sussex, September 1987 (Tony Croucher) 
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Small flocks of Barnacle Geese B. leucopsis 
were reported from Ireland and Scotland 
with the arrival of the cold northerly air at 
the end of the month. A White-billed Diver 
Gavia adamsii was also found at Flamborough 
Head (Humberside) on 28th. A total of nine 
Red-crested Pochards Netla rufina was re
ported among duck flocks, and six Blue-
winged Teals Anas discors were recorded 
after 13th, suggesting an influx from Amer
ica, but only three of these were in the West, 
the others being in the East. An American 
Wigeon A. americana also arrived at Bardsey 
Island on 30th. 

Seabirds 
A feature of the month was the concentra
tion of Leach's Petrels Oceanodroma Uucorhoa 
in the Liverpool Bay area of the Irish Sea 
(plates 24-25). Onshore winds from 10th 
brought them close inshore, and, on 14(h, 
380 were counted at the Seaforth Reserve 
(Merseyside), 274 at Blackpool (Lan
cashire), and 120 in Heysham Harbour 
(Lancashire). On the previous day, 243 had 
been seen at Hilbre Island (Merseyside). 
The small number of sightings from Walney 
(Cumbria), three on 13th, Corsewell Point 
(Dumfries & Galloway), eight on 14th, the 
Isle of Man, two on 14th, and South Stack 
(Gwynedd), seven on 14th, indicate the 
limited sea area covered by these birds. One 
was found inland, at Willen Lake (Bucking
hamshire) on 16th, and also five more much 
later, on 27th, three being on West Midland 
waters and the other two at Audenshaw 
Reservoir (Greater Manchester) (plate 26). 
Earlier, on 8th, 20 had been counted on a 
seawatch from Ramore Head (Co. Antrim), 
when a South Polar Skua Stercorarius maccor-
micki was also seen. The seawatches in this 
area of the Irish Sea turned up a string of 
surprises: six Storm Petrels Hydrobates 
pelagicus at Blackpool on 14th, a Bulwer's 
Petrel Bulweria bulwerii at Seaforth Reserve 
on I9th, a Wilson's Petrel Oceanites oceanicus 
at Ramore Head on 24th, Little Shear
waters Puffinus assimilis at Bardsey on 5th, the 
Isle of Man on 14th, and six at South Stack 
between 12th and 15th, and a Black-browed 
Albatross Diomedea melanophris also at South 
Stack between 13th and 27th. Only one 
Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus was re
ported in this area, at Blackpool on 14th, 
and 57 at Flamborough Head on 27th was 
the largest count in the North Sea. In 
Orkney, 350 were recorded on 9th, but, off 

Ireland, 3,500 were estimated passing 
Bridges of Ross (Co. Clare) on 12th. A few 
Great Shearwaters P. gravis were sighted off 
Cornwall in the first week, and one Cory's 
Shearwater Calonectris diomedea, with other 
singles of the latter seen at Portland Bill on 
13th and near Fair Isle on 26th. Ten to 20 
Pomarine Skuas Stercorarius pomarinus (plates 
23, 27-29) were present all month at Salt-
fleetby (Lincolnshire), but the numbers of 
skuas seen on seawatches was down com
pared with August. Pomarine Skuas were 
seen in ones and twos on seven watches, 
with seven Long-tailed Skuas S. bngicaudus 
seen as singles on seven others. Sabine's 
Gulls Larus sabini became unusually com
mon inshore: of the 45 reported sightings, 
25 were on seawatches in the Irish Sea, and 
one was found inland at Pitsford Reservoir 
(Northamptonshire). The concentration of 
Little Gulls L minutus in County Durham 
reached 152 on 9th, and, as in previous 
years, Mediterranean Gulls /.. melanocephalus 
collected at Folkestone (Kent), where 16 
were counted on 5th, with seven other 
reports of singles. 

The four Ring-billed Gulls /., delawarensis 
and the Newcastle Laughing Gull L. atricilla 
were probably all established residents, and 
a Bonaparte's Gull L. Philadelphia at Brid
lington (Humberside) on 19th also may not 
have been a recent transatlantic vagrant. 
The appearance of a Ross's Gull Rhbdostethia 
rosea is always exciting news, and one was 
seen at Girdleness (Grampian) on 26th. An 
obliging Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 
stayed at Plymouth (Devon) from 1st to 12th 
and another was seen along the North 
Norfolk coast on 1 st. A Forster's Tern Sterna 
forsteri was present in Co. Wexford all 
month, and two others were seen at Rhyl 
(Clwyd) on 19th. Black Terns Chliaonias niger 
(plates 30 & 31) were generally scarce, and 
only three White-winged Black Terns C. 
leucopterus were seen. 
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23. Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus, 
Lincolnshire, September 1987 

(Keith Atkin) 

24 & 25. Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma Uucorhoa, Lancashire, September 1987 (Steve Young) 

26. Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa, Greater Manchester, September 1987 (R. Travis) 
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27. Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus, North Yorkshire, August 1987 (P.J. Dunn) 

28. Pomarine Skuas Stercorarius pomarinus, Lincolnshire, September 1987 (G. P. Catley) 

29. Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus, Lincolnshire, August 1987 (M. J. Tarrant) 
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30 & 31. Juvenile Black Tern Chlidonias niger, Merseyside, September 1987 (Steve Young) 

32. Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricoUis, Gwent, September 1987 (Richard G. Smith) 

33. Juvenile Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena, Lincolnshire, August 1987 (Keith Atkbi) 




