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West Germany 

P. G. Lansdown and the Rarities Committee 

Committee membership is listed on the inside front cover each month, 
and on the back of the title page. In the absence of further 

nominations {Brit. Birds 80: 421-423), Steve Gantlett and Rob Hume 
started their terms of membership on 1st April 1988, replacing Peter 
Grant and Steve Madge. Peter Grant had retired from the Gommittee in 
December 1986 {Brit Birds 80: 22, 251, 422) and Steve Gantlett had been 
co-opted to replace him from 1st January 1987, whilst Steve Madge retired 
as the longest-serving member on 31st March 1988. Peter Grant's 
outstanding contribution to the work of the Committee has already been 
acknowledged {Brit. Birds 80: 22, 422). Steve Madge, who served for 11 
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Madge and K. E. Vinicombe were unable to attend this meeting (Erika Sharrock) 
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years, the first one as a co-opted member, has been a stalwart of the 
Committee. His considerable identification expertise and ability to 
express his knowledge on paper in an instructive yet modest manner, 
which have been features of his term on the Committee, will continue to 
benefit British Birds, for he remains a member of the Identification Notes 
Panel. 

The following points of interest arise from the Committee's annual 
meeting at Blunham, Bedfordshire, on 7th May 1988. 

The right to submit a record to the Rarities Committee 
For many years, we have requested that observers send their rare bird 
records via the appropriate county or regional recorder (e.g. Brit. Birds 80: 
489, 516), and we reaffirm that policy. There is, however, an increasing 
trend that certain records (some of those rejected at county or regional 
level) are not being forwarded to us. Since all rare bird records intended 
for the Committee are contributions to British Birds magazine, it is quite 
wrong for any not to arrive, since they are sent to us in good faith ma the 
recorder. The only exception should be when, after discussion with the 
recorder, an observer agrees that his or her submitted record should not 
be forwarded to us. So, we strongly urge observers to continue to submit 
records to the Rarities Committee via the appropriate recorder and, at the 
same time, request that recorders do not break the faith placed in them by 
individual observers. 

Election of new member 
The Committee's nominee for the next vacancy, which will arise on or 
before 31st March 1989, from resignation or the longest-serving member's 
automatic retirement, is C. D. R. Heard. Chris is an experienced and 
highly respected birdwatcher who is well known to the Rarities Commit
tee through his careful observations and thorough submissions of rarity 
occurrences. He lives in Maidenhead, Berkshire, is widely travelled in the 
Western Palearctic, and has visited Iran, Kenya, Thailand and the USA. 

As usual, we invite other nominations, which should be sent to me by 
31st December 1988. If further nominations are received, a postal election 
will take place, in which county and regional recorders and bird 
observatories will be entitled to vote. 

P. G. Lansdown, 197 Springusood, Llanedeym, Cardiff CF2 6UG 
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