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A Field Guide to the Waders of Britain and Europe with North 
Africa and the Middle East. By Peter Colston & Philip Burton. 
Hodder & Stoughton, Sydney, London, Auckland and Toronto, 1988. 
23 colour plates; 95 line-drawings; 53 maps. £9.95. 
If you were delighted by Philip Burton's paintings in BWP vol. 3 and cannot wait to get 
your hands on a wader book with all the plates illustrated by him, then you may well be 
disappointed. All the more so in view of the claim that this book is 'Worth buying for the 
colour plates alone—undoubtedly the most accurate and beautifully painted and 
reproduced set of illustrations to be found in any field guide.' Beautiful many of them 
may be, but they are not as good as his work in BWP and they are not all accurate, 
particularly those where identification criteria have improved in recent years (e.g. stints 
and sand plovers). A good example is the adult breeding Red-necked Stint Calidris 
ruftcollis, on which the wing-coverts and tertials are typically mainly grey, but the 
illustration shows a wing exactly as breeding Little Stint C. minuta. It is difficult to believe 
that an artist of Burton's stature would make such a mistake, and I suspect that these 
plates were painted some time ago and predated his work for BWP.* It is disappointing, 
too, that juveniles are not depicted for many species. Nevertheless, it would be churlish 
not to acknowledge that many illustrations, such as the Ruffs Philomachus pugnax in a 
variety of breeding plumages, are excellent and an improvement on other published 
work. 

Further clues to a long gestation period can be found in the text. In the introductory 
chapter, there are several references to migration studies in the early 1970s, and 
plumage-dyeing of waders is referred to as a new technique. The bulk of the text is taken 
up by the species accounts, with one or two pages for each species, covering 
identification, voice, habitat, distribution, movements, feeding, social and breeding 
behaviour, and nest, eggs and young. These accounts are up-to-date and they provide a 
concise summary of information largely dealt with in more detail in BWP or Shorebirds 
(Hayman, Marchant & Prater 1986). For species which do not breed in the Western 
Palearctic, however, some additional information is given on topics such as breeding 
behaviour. 

If this book had been published a few years ago, it would undoubtedly have been 
welcomed with open arms, but the publishers have to some extent missed the boat. It is 
not an essential purchase for owners of BWP and Shorebirds, although they may find it 
useful for quick reference, for its field-guide portability, for some of the plates and for the 
limited additional information about species which do not breed in the Western 
Palearctic. I do recommend it to those whose interests lie beyond identification but who 
cannot afford BWP, 

This review may sound a bit critical, but it is made in the context of comparison with 
Shorebirds and BWP. A book containing such a wealth of information in a hard cover and 
with plates on good quality paper is value for money at £9.95, and is certainly worth a 
took to make up your own mind. A I . A N B R O W N 

*We understand that this conjecture is correct. Ens 

The Birds of Africa, vol. III. Edited by C. Hilary Fry, Stuart Keith and 
Emil K. Urban. Academic Press, London, 1988. 600 pages; 32 colour 
plates; many line-drawings and maps. £71.50. 
This mammoth work trundles on, and here we have the third volume, even bigger than 
volume II (which, itself, was larger than volume I). The team of 16 authors, three artists and 
three editors (the same as for volume II) has managed to produce not only an authoritative 
and often readable book, but also one which it is a pleasure to use. Although filled with 
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information, it does not look crammed, the space between paragraphs, the two columns of 
text and the relatively large type-size all greatly aiding the user to find his or her way around. 

This third volume covers the Psittaciformes (parrots and relatives), the Musophagiformes 
(turacos and relatives), Cuculiformes (cuckoos, etc.), Strigiformes (owls), Caprimulgiformes 
(nightjars), Apodiformes (swifts), Coliiformes (mousebirds and colies), Coraciiformes 
(trogons, kingfishers, bee-eaters, rollers, wood-hoopoes, Hoopoe and hornbills), and 
Piciformes (barbets, honeyguides and woodpeckers). 

As an individual book, this volume would merit a very long review. As part of a series, 
however, we need only remind potential purchasers that The Birds oj Africa 'will justifiably be 
regarded as indispensable for anyone having any interest in African birds' (Brit. Birds 76: 470) 
and 'is destined to become the standard work for the Continent' (Brit. Birds 80: 58). Martin 
Woodcock's colour paintings are attractive as well as being informative; and Ian Willis's line-
drawings (their accuracy obviously often being derived from photographic reference 
material) enhance the text pages. 

While the price is high, the quality (as well as the size) of the publication make it value for 
money, and essential for every non-parochial birdwatcher's ornithological library. 

J . T. R. SHARROCK 

Where to Watch Birds in Somerset, Avon, Gloucestershire & 
Wiltshire. By Ken Hall and John Govett. Christopher Helm, London, 
1988. 306 pages; 50 line-drawings; 57 maps. Paperback £9.95. 
This, one of a series of regional guides, covers three counties bordering the Severn 
Estuary and Bristol Channel, plus Wiltshire, which adjoins all three to the east, and 
details 61 sites or areas. An outline map of the four counties shows the location of each 
site, but, thereafter, counties are ignored, neither appearing in the site names nor on the 
site maps. , 

Each site has headings of Habitat, Timing, Species, Access, and Calendar, and is given 
a generous average of nearly four pages. The habitat descriptions are sometimes 
disappointingly brief, barely rising above a topographical outline, and I occasionally 
found inaccurate or misleading statements. On the other hand, the species sections are 
comprehensive and well researched, if showing a natural tendency to concentrate on the 
less usual species which could, perhaps, raise some visiting birders' hopes too high. The 
section on timing told me when there might be disturbance from fishermen or 
wildfowlers, which tides are best, and other relevant facts. 

The access accounts are first-class, starting from the main road network and ending on 
the smallest available footpath. No-one should get lost just using the text, but the site 
maps, tediously grouped at the end of the book and, incidentally, with non-corresponding 
numbering, are much less useful. Although one applauds the obvious desire for simplicity 
and legibility, some indication of built-up areas and better differentiation between main 
and minor roads would have helped. 

The final, calendar, section for each site is essentially a summary of the much longer 
species section, sub-divided by seasons. 

Some of the line-drawings are quite pleasing, but several fail to convey the real look of 
the bird. The Ring-necked Duck on page 197 is surely a hybrid Aythya, with a head like 
that! 

The book concludes with a handful of also-ran sites, treated in brief, a key to the 
commoner abbreviations (RSPB, BTO, WT, etc.), and a curious glossary. Defining 
'crepuscular' and 'irruption' might be felt useful, but 'dabbling duck'? 'Seabird'? and 
'wader'? The bird-name index, heavily biased away from the commoner species, gives the 
number of each site where a particular species might be seen. For this to have been 
properly helpful, the site numbers should have been repeated in the running heads along 
the top of each page instead of just once at the beginning of each account. 

The book is fairly cheaply produced, and one wonders how long the thin card covers 
and glued, not stitched, binding will stand up to frequent use. For, despite some 
essentially minor shortcomings, this is a very worthwhile guide, which should be useful to 
residents in the area as well as to visitors. M . A. OGil,VIE 
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Where to Watch Birds in the West Midlands: including Hereford-
Worcester, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire and the former 
West Midlands County. By Graham Harrison and Jack Sankey. 
Christopher Helm, London, 1987. 275 pages; 25 line-drawings; 53 
maps. Paperback £9.95. 
Please forgive the following burst of egocentric nostalgia. 

It was sometime early in 1962 that I 'discovered' Upton Warren. I was, at the time, 
immersed in research for my historic thesis on the Birds of Bartley Reservoir, and I spent 
many hours in the Birmingham Reference Library poring through ancient dog-eared 
copies of the West Midland Bird Club annual report. In them, 1 happened to notice 
several pre-war or wartime references to somewhere called Upton Warren, and records of 
water birds there that were pretty good for the area: scoters, divers, rarer grebes and so 
on. And yet, this was the first I'd ever heard of the place. Did it still exist? I bought an OS 
map and found the town of Upton, but there was no little blue patch nearby. Oh well, I 
concluded, the water must have been filled in. But no . . . one wintry day early in the 
swinging sixties, I was driving in the countryside near Bromsgrove when I spied a small 
cluster of yacht masts huddled around a fair-sized 'pit', and through the adjacent 
hedgerow I could see the glint of another quite large pool. On the water were wildfowl, 
over it were gulls and nearby was a signpost: 'Upton Warren'. From then on, I dropped in 
now and then (and so did a Great Northern Diver), but it was nearly a year later when a 
family of Bewick's Swans circled over me and pitched down on what turned out to be 
Upton's true delight: three shallow pools hidden away 'at the back', perfect for fowl and 
waders. 

So it was that Upton became my 'local patch' in the early sixties. I saw a lot of good 
birds there, but it was nearly another year again before I saw another birdwatcher. 

It couldn't happen today, could it? Is there honestly a single place left to discover in the 
whole of Britain, let alone in the West Midlands? Buy this book and look up Upton 
Warren . . . there's five pages on it, plus a plan of every puddle and tree and instructions 
on how to get there, where to park, and which hides to watch from. Yep, I said 'hides'! 
Good grief! We had to skulk behind hawthorn bushes in my day. They even tell you what 
birds you're likely to see. The truth is, Upton is now one of the Midland's prime 'sites'— 
how I hate that word!—and it's visited by hundreds of people—sometimes on one day. 
(It's even been on 'Birdline'!) 

I suppose I should be pleased—proud almost?—and in a way I am. After all, Upton is 
probably now 'safe'. Public awareness of the importance of sites (as in SSSIs) means they 
stand a better chance of protection and preservation. 

And yet . . . call me a sentimental old thing if you like, but 1 can't help mourning the 
passing of the patch. Not only is it now almost impossible to find anywhere you can 'call 
your own', but if you find a decent bird on it you can look forward (or would you?) to an 
invasion of twitchers. I've nothing against twitchers either, but . . . oh well, yes I am a 
sentimental old thing. 

I'm sorry—this was meant to be a book review wasn't it? Another in Helm's 'Where to 
Watch Birds' series . . . this time, the West Midlands, is it any good? 'Course it is. 
Comprehensive, authoritative, well illustrated, indispensable even if you're a Midlands' 
birder. 

If only it'd been available back in the early sixties . . . I wouldn't have had half as much 
fun. Bit.I. OBDIF. 

The Pheasant: ecology, management and conservation. By David Hill 
and Peter Robertson. BSP Professional Books, Oxford, 1988. 281 pages; 9 
colour plates; 16 black-and-white plates; 13 line-drawings. £17.95. 
Although ignored or despised by many birdwatchers, the Pheasant Phasianus cokhicus is 
certainly one of the (and perhaps the) most important species of birds in Britain, with huge 
areas of England managed, modified or remaining unchanged largely for its benefit. It is 
wholly appropriate, therefore, that there should be a monograph on this species, even 
though it is an alien in our midst, having been introduced here (probably by the Normans, 
rather than by the Romans). As the authors point out in their Introduction, the money spent 
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annually on game-shooting in Britain (largely Pheasant-shooting) is more than ten times the 
entire budget of the Nature Conservancy Council. 

The text is based to a large degree on the authors' own research, with the data being 
presented very much in the form one expects of scientific papers rather than popular 
monographs. This seems an opportunity lost, for the rather numerous histograms, graphs, 
scatter diagrams, tables and statistics seem likely to deter purchasers from amongst the 
people most interested in the Pheasant (those involved in its management and shooting), 
while those who would welcome such detail are likely already to have seen the information in 
the scientific journals. It is, however, useful to have much material drawn together in this 
single volume (there is a 15-page bibliography). The authors' hard work, however, has not 
been well served by their publishers, for the text would have benefited greatly from 
additional editorial attention to improve its readability (especially for the benefit of the non-
scientific reader). 

None of the above criticisms will, however, deter all gamebird enthusiasts from adding this 
volume to their bookshelves. J . T. R. SHARROCK 

The Natural History of Bardsey. By Peter Hope Jones. National 
Museum of Wales, Cardiff, 1988. 149 pages; 18 black-and-white plates; 
13 line-drawings. £10.95. 
Although there are two chapters (40 pages) on birds: 'Breeding birds' and 'Bird passage 
migrants', this book does not include a full systematic list of birds recorded on the island 
(not necessary, with The Birds of Bardsey recently published: review Brit. Birds 79: 103-104). 
This book concentrates on all the other groups of animals and plants, the island's 
geology, soils, climate, and human influences. 

Unlike some other such books, the photographic reproduction is excellent, so that the 
black-and-white views of Bardsey's scenery bring the whole area to life for the reader. 

Personally, I found the lack of a checklist for each group a distinct disadvantage. I 
wondered, for instance, whether the insectivorous plants sundew Drosera and butterwort 
Pinguicula occurred on Bardsey, as they do on Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork, but neither 
was included in the index; I do not know, therefore, whether they do not occur, or 
whether they occur but are not mentioned in the book. Nevertheless, each group receives 
an interesting write-up, and every Bardsey afficionado will wish to own a copy of this well-
produced volume. J . T . R . S H A R R O C K 

The Quails, Partridges, and Francolins of the World. By Paul A. 
Johnsgard. Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1988. 264 pages; 127 
colour plates; 42 distribution maps. £47.50. 
In this companion volume to his The Pheasants of the World (1986; review, Brit. Birds 79: 510), 
Professor Johnsgard tackles another group of the world's birds, illustrated in the main by 
colour paintings by Major Henry Jones in the collection owned by the Zoological Society 
of London. With more species (134), the individual species texts are briefer than those of 
The Pheasants, with no detailed plumage descriptions. The information on each species is 
summarised under measurements, identification (in the field and in the hand), general 
biology and ecology, reproductive biology, evolutionary relationships, and status and 
conservation outlook. Distributions are shown on individual maps, each of which displays 
the ranges of several species/subspecies. Well laid out, easy to use, and with a ten-page 
bibliography, this book is a very' worthwhile addition to the series of ornithological 
reference books produced in recent years by Oxford University Press. 

J . T. R. SHARROCK 

Soviet Bird Songs. By Krister Mild. Krister Mild bioacoustics, 
Stockholm. 1987. Two cassettes and booklet (68 pages). £19.95. 
The publication of a set of Soviet bird songs is an all-too-rare event outside the USSR. 
There are of course various recordings of Soviet birds on the comprehensive set of 16 
cassettes by Palmer & Boswall, but this new collection is rather different. The two 
cassettes cover 122 species, about 16% of the country's avifauna, and all the recordings 
except two were made in the USSR in May/June 1987. The author's visit was centred on 
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six cities in Siberia and Central Asia plus the obligatory stay in Moscow. The species 
included are deliberately mainly those not found on European bird song records although 
some common European species are included where the USSR populations are of a 
different subspecies. Inevitably, one can disagree with the choice of species on such 
compilations, but on the whole the selection here is a good one. 1 will not personally find 
recordings of Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus, Swift Apus apus and Bee-eater 
Merops apiaster particularly useful whereas I was disappointed not to find Siberian 
Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica and Turkestan Great Tit Parus bokharensis included (presum
ably because the author was not able to record these species on his short visit). We are 
told that recording was not the main purpose of the author's visit, and that some areas 
were visited only briefly. With very few exceptions, the recordings are of a high standard 
although some poor cuts have been included for the sake of completeness or because they 
are not to be found on other records or tapes. Thus, the author has succeeded well in his 
aim to provide a useful tool to enable the field ornithologist to identify poorly known 
species, rather than to supply high-quality recordings. 

The total playing time is 2 hours 46 minutes (more than 40 minutes per side) and each 
species is introduced with a number and the bird's English name. The accompanying 
booklet is most comprehensive; every species is given its scientific name (with trinomial if 
appropriate), and English and Swedish names. Information for each recording includes 
place and date of recording, description of song/call, activity of the bird, background 
species and noises, and length of time of recording. For less familiar species, a brief 
description of the bird's habitat is also given (but why not for Red-flanked Bluetail 
Tarsiger cyanurus?). In the case of Rufous-tailed Robin Luscinia sibilans the bird is correctly 
described as shy and skulking, and found in coniferous forest with thickets, but there is 
no mention that singing males are often conspicuous from the tops of the conifers, which 
is the best chance of locating this elusive bird. Taxonomy is discussed for a few species, 
and for some the author gives us his own views. One of the taxonomic notes concerns 
Red-breasted Flycatcher Fkedula parva, whose western and eastern populations may well 
represent different species, but it is a shame there is no recording of the western form 
(which occurs in Moscow) for comparison. The booklet also describes in detail the 
equipment used to produce the recordings. There are a few typos and some excusable 
English and spelling errors. 

The author is to be congratulated on producing these fine cassettes. The presentation 
is truly outstanding, and I hope that other bird sound-recordists will follow his 
example—there must be thousands of recordings of little-known birds hidden away on 
private cassettes which never see the light of day. This set will be useful mainly to those 
fortunate enough to visit the more accessible parts of Siberia and Central Asia (and a 
good proportion of the birds likely to be encountered are included), but the calls of some 
may also be helpful when looking for vagrants in Europe. N I G El .REDMAN 

Reader's Digest Complete Book of Australian Birds. 2nd edition. 
Reader's Digest Services, Sydney, 1986. 640 pages; 745 colour 
photographs; 654 distribution maps. £30.00. 
This is an eye-opening introduction to Australian birds. The 745 colour photographs 
depict all but nine of the 672 bird species which breed in or regularly visit Australia. 
Many of the photographs are stunning works of art in their own right, and the colour 
reproduction is excellent throughout. There is usually only one photograph for each 
species, although a number of those which have very different male/female or adult/ 
immature plumages are shown by two or more photographs. The text (usually about half 
a page per species) covers identification, voice, nest and breeding details and 
distribution, with very clear distribution maps (although it is a pity that breeding, 
wintering, and passage areas are not distinguished). 

This is far from being 'an Australian BWP, but is much more than a field guide. I can 
imagine its appealing to a vast number of Australians who have an interest in wildlife but 
are not ornithologists or regular birdwatchers; it would also be a very good primer for the 
birder planning to visit Australia. What is perhaps amazing is that there is not a book at 
this level with this quality of illustration covering European birds. 
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Australia has some exquisitely beautiful birds, to which the photographs in this book 
do full justice. Even the 'plain brown jobs' can, however, be startlingly attractive, and, if 
you do decide to browse through this book in a bookshop before buying it, have a look at 
the Little Wattlebird Anlhochaera lunulata feeding on nectar and pollen from dryandara 
flowers on page 492: one of the most beautiful of bird portraits, in a book which abounds 
in splendid pictures. J . T . R. SHARROCK 

Tetrad Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Devon. Compiled by H. P. 
Sitters. Devon Bird Watching and Preservation Society, Yelverton, 1988. 
334 pages; 21 black-and-white plates; 128 line-drawings; 123 distribution 
maps. £18.00. 
With over 1,800 tetrads (2 km X 2 km squares) in Devon, organisation of a breeding bird 
atlas based on those units is equivalent to that for a national atlas based on 10-km squares. 
This book does the project justice, having the appearance, 'feel' and standard of presentation 
of the best national atlases. 

Each double-page spread consists of a page of text, with the obligatory line-drawings (by 
Mike Langman and Alan Lawrence), and the facing page largely occupied by the relevant 
red-on-black distribution map. Squares of three sizes are used (in place of the usual dots of 
three sizes) to indicate possible, probable and confirmed breeding. The editor/organiser's 
close association with the BTO is plain, with the frequent use of Common Bird Census and 
Waterways Survey information in the form of graphs. These introduce my only criticism of 
this splendid book: 1 have a personal abhorrence of the use of graphs in which the baseline is 
not zero. Many of these graphs showing population trends appear to show much greater 
percentage change than is in fact the case, since the baseline varies from species to species 
(the CBC Index for Coal Tit Parus ater, for example, appears to increase about 40-fold, since 
the baseline chosen is 80 rather than 0, whereas the actual increase is about three-fold 
between 1965 and 1985). 

Very much on the 'plus' side is the inclusion of histograms showing the altitudinal 
distribution of the records (percentage of tetrads occupied at each 50-m level), divided into 
confirmed, probable and possible breeding. 

The texts (by over 40 authors) are interesting and informative, generally concentrating on 
aspects relevant to each bird's distribution in Devon, but putting this into a British context 
There are two innovative features: a series of comparison maps (e.g. common fumitory 
Fumaria officinalis and Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur, Green Woodpecker Fiats viridis and Great 
Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major) and a series of histograms showing the distribution of 
occupied tetrads according to five grades of agricultural land quality. 

This was a very thorough and efficient survey, and the resulting book is a highly 
professional piece of work, strongly to be recommended to anyone with an interest in atlas 
distributional studies or the birds ofthe county of Devon. J . T. R. SHARROCK 

Where to Watch Birds in Kent, Surrey & Sussex. By Don Taylor, 
Jeffery Wheatley and Tony Prater. Christopher Helm, London, 1987. 
270 pages; 35 line-drawings; 41 maps. £9.95. 
As a schoolboy birdwatcher (there were no birders in the mid-'60s!), I was a regular 
visitor to Stodmarsh: rarely did I see another person with binoculars, and usually I had 
the Bearded Tits or Garganeys all to myself. By the early 1970s, Stodmarsh's charms had 
been discovered by scores of birdwatchers, and I always wondered whether John Gooders' 
pioneering Where to Watch Birds (1967) was responsible. Now, more than 20 years later, 
comes the welcome arrival of a series of highly detailed Where to Watch guides from 
Christopher Helm. Even to those who know Kent, Surrey and Sussex well, the trio of 
authors is sure to introduce you to a whole spectrum of new sites in what is, 
ornithologically, one of the most productive corners of Britain. 

The authors have made a good job of describing each site, providing an Ordnance 
Survey map reference, an outline ofthe habitat, the species to expect, the best timing for 
the visit, access to the area, and a calendar of species. I am delighted to see that other 
attractions are also noted: at Sandwich Bay, for example, we are told that nine species of 
orchids occur, including the lizard orchid, and that this is a good place to see migrant 
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butterflies. Inevitably, one could argue that certain sites should have been included, 
others left out. The Sevenoaks Wildfowl Refuge, for example, one of a handful of reserves 
in Kent with a full-time warden and proper hides, merits no more of a mention than in the 
appendix of'Additional Sites', to where poor old Beddington Sewage-farm (now long past 
its bird-rich prime) is also relegated. 

However, one can but applaud the authors for doing their job well, while the line-
drawings, by a variety of artists, are all pleasing to the eye. Alas, authors and artists have 
not been so well served by their publisher. A soft cover and poor-quality paper and 
printing make the book look expensive at almost £10, and this is not the sort of volume 
that will stand up to even moderately hard use without falling to bits. No praise, either, 
for the book's designer. Crowded pages are not easy on the eye, while printing all the 
maps in a group at the back gives the book a disjointed feel. Sadly, the October 1987 
hurricane has also made this work out of date within days of publication, as most of the 
major woodlands mentioned have been altered out of all recognition. 

DAVID T O M I . I N S O N 

A Synopsis of the Avifauna of China. By Cheng Tso-Hsin. Paul 
Parey, Hamburg & Berlin, 1987. 1,239 pages; 828 distribution maps. 
DM258.00. 
This huge book (it weighs 2.7 kg) is an updated version of the Distributional List of Chinese 
Birds (1955, 1958), not only revised and enlarged, but also now published for the first time 
in English. Usefully, the species' names are given in Chinese and Russian (as well as 
English), and there is a gazetteer with Chinese and English names. 

As well as descriptions of range (of breeding, passage and wintering areas), the 
distribution of most species is mapped, with breeding and wintering ranges shown 
separately, and, where appropriate, each race shown by a different symbol. 

Usefully, the symbols showing races are placed in the exact positions where specimens 
were obtained, so that, in this respect, the maps present factual information rather than 
conjecture. One or two lines are devoted to habitat, and status is summarised briefly, 
often with just one or two words. A total of 1,186 species (plus a further 953 distinct 
subspecies) is included, the area covering not only the People's Republic of China, but 
also Taiwan and neighbouring islands. 

This is an essential work of reference for anyone interested in birdwatching in China or 
the distribution ofbirds in the Far East. J . T . R. SHARROCK 

The Gwent Atlas of Breeding Birds: an atlas of breeding birds in the 
county of Gwent from 1981-85. By Stephanie Tyler, Jerry Lewis, Al 
Venables and John Walton. Gwent Ornithological Society, 1987. 146 
pages; 120 line-drawings; 115 maps. Paperback £5.99; hardback £11.99. 
'Gwent is a small and essentially rural county of approximately 137,600 hectares in area.' 
Extending into only 25 10-krn squares, there are some 400 tetrads, of which 388 were 
surveyed during 1981-85 by approximately 100 birdwatchers. This well-produced Atlas is 
the result, presenting the information obtained clearly (by three sizes of large orange dot 
on grid maps), with short, helpful texts and the usual varied and interesting line-drawings 
(by 11 artists, most by Stephen Roberts and Jean Wilder) of each species (one species per 
page). 

The value of these detailed, tetrad breeding-bird atlases is already well established. 
Ornithologists in Gwent in the future will have this valuable 'snapshot ' of bird 
distributions in the early 1980s with which to compare repeat surveys. Present-day Gwent 
ornithologists have an attractive volume, which they will surely all want to own. 

The 1981-85 survey brought the discovery of the first known nesting in Gwent of Tufted 
Duck Aythya fuligula and Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius, but none of Hen Harrier 
Circus cyaneus, Long-eared Owl Asia otus, Short-eared Owl ,4. flammeus, Woodlark Lullula 
arborea, Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus or Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra. Peregrine Falco 
peregrinus 'made a dramatic come-back' and Crossbill Loxia curvimstra, Siskin Carduelis 
spinus, Redpoll C. flammea and Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccolhraustes were 'all more 
widespread than had been previously suspected.' J . T . R. S H A R R O C K 
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