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The Dragonflies of Europe. By R. R. 
Askew, (Harley Books, Great Horkesley, 
1988. 291 pages. £49.95) Every species 
meticulously illustrated in colour with the 
text covering description of the adult, biol
ogy (behaviour, jizz, habitat, etc.), flight 
period and distribution, with a quarter-page 
distribution map covering Europe and 
North Africa. As always with this publisher, 
beautifully produced. 

Der Zaunkonig. By Manfred Dallmann. 
(Die Neue Brehm-Bucherei 577, A. Ziem-
sen Verlag 1987. Paperback DM10.00) 
Dealing with the Wren Troglodytes troglo
dytes, this is number 577 in this incredible 
series of paperback monographs, which is 
an essential source of reference for anyone 
studying any of the species. As usual, the 
text is wholly in German. 

Atlas of Victorian Birds. By W. B. Emi-
son, C. M. Beardsell, F. I. Norman, R. H. 
Loyn. Graphics and analyses by S. C. 
Bennett. (Department of Conservation, 
Forests and Lands & RAOU, Melbourne, 
1987. 271 pages. Paperback A$25.00) I have 
never visited this area of Australia, do not 
know the birds, and they are not illustrated, 
but I could (and have) spent hours brows
ing, reading and wondering in this rich mine 
of information. Records collected during 
1973 to 1986, by members of the RAOU and 
the National Parks and Wildlife Division of 
Victoria of the Department of Conservation, 
Forests and Lands, are plotted by 10-minute 
blocks (rectangles of 10 minutes latitude by 
10 minutes longitude), with separate maps 
for occurrence and for breeding; and there 
are histograms showing monthly reporting 
rates, and short but very informative texts 
interpreting the maps and giving interesting 
comments. Some 450 species are covered, 
with half a page devoted to each. Anyone 
visiting Melbourne or the State of Victoria 
or having any interest in atlases will find this 
well-produced, large-format paperback not 
only useful for reference, but also crammed 
with fascinating, thought-provoking and 
well-presented information. 

Popular Garden Birds. By Joe Firmin. 
(Foulsham, Slough, 1988. 96 pages. Paper
back £3.99) A little book with some 

helpful advice on how to attract birds to a 
garden, but I am not sure that I agree that: 
'The illustrations . . . should also prove 
helpful in identifying visitors to your gar
den'; some, such as that of the Dunnock 
Prunella modularis, are almost unrecognis
able. Forty species are illustrated, and 
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla and 
Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes will 
indeed be 'popular' if they visit my garden. 

Les Oiseaux du Lac Leman. By Paul 
Geroudet. (Nos Oiseaux, Prangins, 1987. 
344 pages. Swiss Fr. 75.00). Lac Leman or 
Lake Geneva, with a surface area of 582 km2, 
is by far the largest, and most important, of 
the lakes of central Europe. It attracts 
considerable numbers of birds, as this splen
did book makes abundantly clear. M. 
Geroudet has been watching the birds of Lac 
Leman for over 50 years, and this volume 
includes numerous entries from his diary: 
such as his first Red-breasted Merganser in 
November 1933, and Eider in October 1936. 
It is exclusively about the birds of the lake 
(those which get their feet wet), and not 
about the species of the surrounding coun
tryside. Robert Hainard's delightful engrav
ings and line-drawings enliven a book which 
is fascinating to look through, even for 
those who failed French 'O ' level. Did you 
know the lake has a large population of 
Goosanders Mergus merganser, or that 
Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii has been 
recorded there? [DAVID T O M I . I N S O N ] 

One Man's Owl. By Bernd Heinrich. 
(Princeton University Press, Princeton. 
1987. 224 pages. £12.20) Diary of the 
rearing of an orphaned Great Horned Owl 
Bubo virginianus through to its release in the 
woods of Maine, USA. Some interesting 
details cover behaviour, feather develop
ment and moult. An enjoyable read, but 
the serious student will constantly ask 
'How does the behaviour of this semi-tame 
owl relate to that of a wild bird?' 

[ D A V I D G L U E ] 

Why Not Eat Insects? By Vincent M. Holt. 
(Classey and British Museum (Natural His
tory), 1988. 99 pages. Paperback £3.95) 
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Small, but humorous reprint of nineteenth-
century insectivore's almanac, with modern 
introduction questioning Western taboos. 
Tempting dinner menus include 'new car
rots with wireworm sauce' and 'devilled 
chafer grubs'. [MB] 

Check-list of the Birds of Israel. By 
Haim Hovel. (Society for the Protection of 
Nature in Israel, 1987. 192 pages. Paper
back £9.50) An annotated list of 479 
species (Voous sequence) recorded in 
Israel and Sinai up to December 1984, with 
some 1985 data. Includes a large pull-out 
map and a 5'/2-page gazetteer giving co
ordinates. For all species and all sub
species, world range is given, along with 
status in Israel. Subspecies are important 
in this region, but there seems some 
confusion over Tawny/Steppe Eagle Aquila 
rapax/nipalensis (treated as one species 
here): surely the sedentary northern Afri
can race belisarius is not an 'Uncommon 
passage visitor', in both seasons? Larus 
argentatus armenicus is not mentioned, but 
this distinctive race of Herring Gull (or full 
species?) certainly occurs on the Mediter
ranean coast of Israel at least. Small 
Skylark (=Oriental Skylark) Alauda gulgula 
is said to be an accidental visitor, and 
Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola a rare to 
scarce passage visitor in March to May: 
perhaps such inadequacies are due to the 
time at which compilation of data ceased. 
With so much fieldwork current in Israel, 
it is hardly surprising that this list is 
already somewhat out of date; neverthe
less, this is a most welcome publication. 

[DAC1 

A Birdwatchers' Guide to Nepal. By Carol 
Inskipp. (Prion, Sandy, 1988. 115 pages. 
Paperback £8.75) Any birdwatcher who 
embarks on a journey to Nepal without this 
book is off to a bad start! The author's 
intimate knowledge of this fascinating coun
try is succinctly condensed into the pages of 
an indispensable guide, and the two main 
sections, Kathmandu Valley and the major 
trekking routes, are very detailed. There are 
sections on travel, accommodation, climate 
and clothing, as well as complete checklists 
of birds, mammals, amphibians and reptiles. 
Having made three visits to the region, I 
found the information easy to relate to and 
cannot recommend the book too highly. 

[ J O H N R. M A T H E R ] 

The Owls of Southern Africa. Text by 
Alan Kemp. Paintings by Simon Cal-
burn. (Struik Winchester, Cape Town, 
1987. 184 pages. £37.50) Was this book 
intended as a vehicle for the artist that the 
publisher tried to push to a higher status 
by using a well-known ornithologist to 
write the text? Whichever way it came 
about, it has become a grossly over-priced 
'coffee-table' book, dealing, in just 184 
pages (six of which list subscribers to the 
various editions), with the 12 species of 
owls occurring in Southern Africa. 

[ N O R M A N A R I . O T T ] 

The Flow Country: the peatlands of 
Caithness and Sutherland. By R. A. 
Lindsay, D. J. Charman, F. Everingham, 
R. M. O'Reilly, M. A. Palmer, T. A. 
Rowell and D. A. Stroud. Edited by D. A. 
Ratcliffe and P. H. Oswald. (Nature 
Conservancy Council, Peterborough, 1988. 
174 pages. Paperback £13.50) This com
panion volume to Birds, Bogs and Forestry 
(1987; reviewed Brit. Birds 81: 193-194) 
gives the facts and the figures (with maps, 
histograms, graphs and tables) which show 
the importance of this area botanically and 
zoologically. The ornithological value of 
the area is detailed in one eight-page 
section. This report, which took 18 months 
to compile, summarises detailed surveys 
which extended over several years. 

Rabbits and Hares. By Anne McBride. 
(Whittet Books, London, 1988. 128 pages. 
£5.95) All about them (including lots which 
I didn't know), written in easy-to-read style, 
with many excellent, instructive drawings by 
Guy Troughton. Dr McBride's text is 
authoritative, but never boring, and, in my 
view, did not need the inclusion of cartoons 
(also by Guy Troughton), although this is 
the series-style. 

A Lighthouse Notebook. By Norman 
McCanch. (Penguin Group, London, 
1988. 195 pages. £9.95) Paperback version 
of book originally published in 1985 (re
viewed Brit. Birds 78: 524). 

The Bird Biographies of W. H. Hudson. 
Foreword by Jonathan Maslow. (Capra 
Press, Santa Barbara, 1988. 208 pages. 
Paperback $9.95) Hudson left Argentina in 
1874; and his second South American book 
(Birds of La Plata) was published in 1920, 
shortly before his death. In the present 
anthology, his fieldnotes on 49 species 
have been extracted and presented as 
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individual chapters. These accounts are 
now somewhat dated, though their charm 
remains. [ R O B E R T H U D S O N ] 

The Countryside Encyclopedia. By 
Richard Muir. (Macmillan, London, 1988. 
240 pages. £14.95) A better title might be 
'An Encyclopedia to Rural Britain', for this 
book is concerned with the traces that man 
has left on the countryside, rather than with 
its natural history. It is, however, a splendid 
book for browsing or for looking up items 
such as clapper bridges, hill figures, long 
barrows, pargetting, souterrain, tofts, and so 
on. Well and usefully illustrated. 

Die Ohrenlerche. By Rudolf Patzold. 
(Die Neue Brehm-Biicherei 586, A. Ziem-
sen Verlag 1987. Paperback DM16.00) 
German paperback monograph on Shore 
Lark Eremophila alpestris (see review of 
Dallmann, above.) 

Let's Listen to the Passerines of Britain 
and Europe. Nos. I, 2 and 3. By Daniel 
Jean Pernin (Daniel J. Pernin, France, 
1987. £5.50 each). Let's Listen to 41 
Common Birds of Britain (£5.20). Le 
Chant de Nos Oiseaux No. 4 (£6.50) 
These bird-song cassettes are by no means 
comprehensive, but most common West 
European lowland songsters are here, 
beautifully recorded, with no unwanted 
background sounds. An average of two 
minutes is given to each species, usually 
with several examples of both song and 
calls. The announcements, in English, by a 
seductive French female voice, add to the 
charm. My only gripe is the lack of data 
given on the card insert, with no indication 
of where or when the recordings were 
made. The passerine set covers 75 species, 
of which those duplicated on the other two 
tapes appear to be represented by the 
same recordings; but each tape, with a 
good variety of families represented, 
stands by itself for pleasurable and infor
mative listening. [ I A N D A W S O N ] 

Nature Photography Yearbook 1988-89. 
Edited by Fritz Polking. (Fountain Press, 
Tolworth, 1988. 120 pages. £14.95) The 
format of this volume follows that of 
previous publications in this annual series 
(reviews: Brit. Birds 78: 610; 81: 191), with 

wonderful photographs occupying one 
page and the captions and brief details of 
the photographers, in eight languages (in
cluding English), on the facing page. As 
usual, the photographs range from ice 
formations to atmospheric scenic shots, 
and close-ups of insects to birds and 
mammals in action. The wide variety of 
subjects is part of the appeal of this annual 
selection. Work by over 40 photographers 
from 13 countries is included (16 from 
Germany, eight from Finland, and five 
each from the Netherlands and Switzer
land); only three British photographers are 
included—Laurie Campbell (Puffin), 
Dennis Green (Choughs) and Richard 
Revels (fungi)—but the foreword is written 
by David Hosking. 

Der Steinrdtel. By Egon Schmidt and 
Tibor Farkas. (Die Neue Brehm-Bikherei 
478, A. Ziemsen Verlag 1987. Paperback 
DM10.80) German paperback monograph 
on Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis (see 
review of Dallmann, above.) 

A Study of Blackbirds. By D. W. Snow. 
(British Museum (Natural History), Lon
don, 1988. 196 pages. Paperback £7.95) 
Partly, perhaps, because they are so visible 
on everyone's lawns, Blackbirds seem to 
engage in more interesting activities than 
almost any other species. This account, 
based on Dr Snow's studies of the popula
tion in the Oxford Botanic Gardens, was 
first published in 1958 (review: Brit. Birds 
51: 429-430). A three-page 'postscript' 
covers important new points from the 
literature. The book is enhanced by Robert 
Gillmor's drawings. The BM(NH) is to be 
congratulated on making this new paper
back version available. 

Go Birding! Edited by Tony Soper. (BBC 
Books, London, 1988. 182 pages. Paperback 
£4.95) Published to accompany six 30-
minute BBC TV programmes, this book 
covers a wide variety of topics aimed at the 
interested amateur or would-be birdwatch
er, with chapters by Patrick Thompson, 
David Wingfield Gibbons, Peter Grant, 
Mike Moser & Robert Prys-Jones, Chris 
Mead and Bob Scott, As one would expect 
of a book master-minded by the BTO, this is 
crammed with reliable facts and good ad
vice. The low price will make it accessible to 
those to whom it will be of most use. 
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Birdwatcher's Year. By Ann Tate. (David 
& Charles, Newton Abbol, 1988. 200 pages. 
£12.95.) Written in diary form, we follow 
Ann Tate through the seasons on her 
birdwatching outings, and share her experi
ences. Manx Shearwaters Puffinus puffinus at 
night on Skokholm; Bitterns Botaurus stellaris 
at Leighton Moss; Golden Eagles Aquila 
chtysaetos soaring above the Isle of Arran. 
Packed with information on locations, habi
tat and wildlife, this charming book will 
encourage and inspire every reader. 

[ B O N N Y S H I R L E Y ] 

Exploration of a Drowned Landscape: 
archaeology and history of the Isles of 
Scilly. By Charles Thomas. (Batsford, Lon
don, 1985. 320 pages. Paperback, £12.95) An 
astonishingly comprehensive and detailed 
study which cannot fail to fascinate. It deals 
with everything from the paved causeway 
from Bar Point to St Martin's, and how Holy 
Vale got its name (hybrid Old Cornish and 
Norman, meaning 'marshy valley'), to some
thing which the Check List did not include, 
the bones of White Stork Ckonia ciconia and 
Black Grouse Telrao letrix on Nornour. It is 
not aimed at the birder, but is a must for the 
afficionado. [ M I K E R O G E R S ] 

The Sound of Nature: Nightingale. By 
Walter Tilgner. (Natural Sound/Wergo, 
Mainz, West Germany, 1987. CD SM9002-
50. DM39.00) Very few bird-song record
ings have been published on compact disc 
and this one, recorded digitally by Walter 
Tilgner in May 1983 in the Bodensee 
region of Southern Germany, would con
vince any listener of the value of this 
medium. The sound of this Nightingale 
Luscinia megarhynchos is superb, with as
tonishing reproduction of its complex song, 
without any distortion. There are two 
bands, each of 29 minutes; the first fea
tures just the Nightingale at dead of night 
and the second, recorded at dawn, gives an 
impression of increasing daylight as other 
birds start to sing with the Nightingale and 
a rising wind blows through reeds and 
ripples the water. A natural feeling of 
depth and atmosphere contribute enor
mously to the enjoyment to be gained from 
this disc. [RJP] 

Bobby Tulloch's Shetland: an islander, 
his islands and their wildlife. By Bobby 
Tulloch. (Macmillan, London, 1988. 
£14.95) Even without Bobby Tulloch's 
evocative photographs and fascinating 

text, it is worth picking up this book to 
read the original and highly entertaining 
Int roduct ion by Lord Grimond, who 
obviously has contacts in high places. The 
insight into Shetland life revealed by 
Bobby Tulloch's autobiographical anec
dotes and portrayed by his photographs 
will be appreciated by everyone who knows 
Shetland, and will help those who have not 
been there to understand its attractions to 
those who live among or who visit the 100 
islands in the archipelago. I enjoyed read
ing it even more than I expected (and that 
is saying something). 

The Birds of Sumatra. By J. G. van Marie 
and Karel H. Voous. (British Ornithologists' 
Union, Tring, 1988. 265 pages. Paperback 
£16.00; £18.00 overseas.) The introductory 
chapters give interesting historical, geo
graphical and ecological backgrounds of 
Sumatran ornithology. The endemic species 
of Sumatra (12) and its offshore islands (4) 
are discussed and listed in tables. The 
historical part includes a list of 161 major 
expeditions from 1812 to 1986. The body of 
this book (which is no. 10 in the BOU's 
series) consists of an annotated check-list, in 
which widely scattered data are brought 
together, including unpublished informa
tion. A useful gazetteer of localities and a 
handy summary bird list concludes this 
excellent work, essential for anybody con
cerned with the avian geography of Sumatra 
and the Sunda region. 

[ A R N O L ' B B. VAN DEN B E R G ] 

Le Pigeon Voyageur. By Henri Vindevo-
gel, Jean-Pierre Duchatel and Paul-Pierre 
Pastoret. (Editions du Point Veterinaire, 
Maisons-Alfrot, 1987. 176 pages. Paperback 
F180) Rock Doves Columba livia—or rather 
'racing pigeons'—in French, including col
our photographs of some of the horrible 
diseases to which they seem prone. 

Birds of Hong Kong. By Clive Viney and 
Karen Phillipps. (Government Printer, 
Hong Kong, 1988. Fourth edn. 214 pages. 
Paperback US$15; HKS80) Despite the 
different title, this is the fourth edition of 
this book (previous reviews: Brit Birds 71: 
316-317; 77: 281). This edition is 20 pages 
longer and has new plates of woodpeckers 
and some hill birds, and four other plates 
have been repainted. The text and illustra
tions now cover not only the birds of Hong 
Kong itself, but also those which occur in 
neighbouring areas and which may well 
turn up in Hong Kong in the future. 



678 Short reviews 

Studies of the Wild Turkey in Florida. 
By Lovett E. Williams Jr and David H. 
Austin, (Universily Presses of Florida, 
Gainesville, 1988. 232 pages. $27.50) This 
should be a useful work of reference for 
Wild Turkey specialists, managers of large 
game-birds and academic reviewers of 
gallinaceous minutiae. It contains mostly 
previously unpublished details from 22 
studies in Florida during 1966-82. The 
book specifically excludes much published 
information and makes no attempt to put 
the work in a general ornithological con
text. [ R O B E R T Moss ] 

DrJ. T. R. Shamrock, Fountains, 

Guide to Birds of the Falkland Islands. By 
Robin W. Woods. (Anthony Nelson Ltd, 
Oswestry, 1988. 256 pages. £14.95) The 
best field guide and most comprehensive 
reference book yet to Falklands' birds. Bio, 
geo and demo perspectives will be very 
useful for visitors to this ornithological 
frontier. Provides a record of 185 species, 
including all authentic extralimitals to date. 
Descriptions are detailed, but not over-long: 
some are the best to date in vernacular 
literature. Franklin Coombs is not my 
favourite illustrator: his passerines look like 
museum skins. [ K E V I N T. S T A N D R I N G ] 

Park Lane, Blunham, Bedford MK44 3NJ 


