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'Bird Illustrator 
of the Year' and 'The 
Richard Richardson 
Award' 

' T > ird Illustrator of the Year' enters its second decade, supported once 
My again by the welcome sponsorship of Kowa telescopes. Judging the 

268 drawings was no easier this year, and the regular trio of judges was 
glad to be joined by Alan Harris, one ofBB's art consultants and a former 
winner and judge. The winners were as follows: 

BIRD ILLUSTRATOR OF THE YEAR, 1989 

1st John Cox (Romford, Essex) 
2nd Mark Hulme (Worthing, West Sussex) 
3rd George Brown (Braintree, Essex) 
Runner-up Stephen Message (Cranbrook, Kent) 

T H E RICHARD RICHARDSON AWARD 

1st Stephen Message (Cranbrook, Kent) 
There were a great many excellent individual drawings, and the general 

standard of work maintained the high of last year. The same number of 
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Pied Wagtai l Motacilla alba (John Cox) 

artists took part, and, although the number under the age of 21, and 
therefore eligible for the Richard Richardson Award, increased by three, 
we should welcome even more from up-and-coming young artists. 

Looking back to the start of 'BIY' in 1979, and re-reading the detailed 
comments made in the early annual reports, we feel that many of the 
points made have been noted and assimilated and that the standard of 
black-and-white illustrations has made a steady and noticeable improve
ment. If we are right, this alone has amply justified the establishment of 
these annual awards. It has certainly meant a great deal to many of the 
winners, who, as a result, have been commissioned to do work that might 
otherwise not have come their way. This, indeed, is a major encourage
men t to take par t . Many publ i shers , and others in a posi t ion to 
commission work, visit the Mall Galleries to look over the drawings 
selected for display from those entered for the BIY awards. This year, 93 
drawings by 51 artists will be on view throughout the 26th Annual 
Exhibition of the Society of Wildlife Artists at the Mall Galleries, The 
Mall, London SW1, during 3rd to 13th August 1989. 

This year's short list included, in addition to the winners listed above, 
the following ten artists: Richard Allen, Nik Borrow, John Davis, Andrew 
Hutchinson, Charlotte Matthews, William Neill, Dan Powell, Darren 
Rees, Andrew Shaw and Andrew Stock. 

The eventual winner, John Cox, had won the Richard Richardson 

Garganeys Anas querquedula and Teal A. crecca {John Cox) 
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Immature White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla, Suffolk 1988 (John Cox) 

Award last year. We particularly liked his cover design (and frontispiece) 
of a pair of Little Ringed Plovers Charadrius dubius set against a stylised 
background of grass and flowers, boldly drawn, with reduction well 
considered. His White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla is also a strong 
design, although the aeroplane perhaps lacks the jizz evident in the 
drawing of the bird. 

Mark Hulme was placed second on the strength of excellent bird 
drawing and clean technique. His Jackdaws Corous monedula, sunlit against 
a dark background, and the Moorhens Gallinula chloropus, crisply drawn 
and well composed, particularly pleased the judges. 
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Jackdaws Corvus monedula (Mark Hulme) 

Moorhens Gallinula chloropus (Mark Hulme) 

Little Stint Calidris minuta, 
Titchwell, September (G. B. Brown) 

Black-headed Gulls Lams ridibundus, Abberton Reservoir, October (G. B. Brown) 
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Fieldfares Turdus pilaris and Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus (Stephen Message) 

George Brown's drawings have always impressed by their quiet 
restraint, attractive textures and good observation of the poses of the 
birds. They reduce and reproduce well, and this year we placed him in 
third place for an admirable set. 

Stephen Message was runner-up in the Richard Richardson Award for 
the last two years and the improvement in his work has brought him first 
place this year. In the two drawings reproduced here, he has used 
mechanical tints effectively, and achieved, in his drawing of Fieldfares 
Turdus pilaris (and a Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus), a good sense of scale and 
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WINNER OF THE PJC AWARD: Waxwings Bombycilla garrulus (Darren Rees) 

design. Stephen was also unofficially placed fourth in the main competi
tion. 

For the PJC Award, created by David Cook in memory of his wife, 
Pauline, we are free to choose a single drawing of individual merit. The set 
by Darren Rees had greatly impressed us with its very free pen work. 
Although there were infelicities in a couple of his drawings, his Waxwings 
Bombycilla garrulus (not surprisingly, a species chosen by six artists this 
year) captured their stubby shape well in a spare—but striking—composi
tion, and won the judges ' vote for the PJC Award. A quite different 
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Ringed Plovers Charadrius hiaticula at Rye Harbour, East Sussex (Stephen Message) 

drawing by Jan Wilczur was our unanimous runner-up for this award. His 
group of gulls Lams stand in strong light against a dark background: there 
are no outlines, just pattern, tone and texture. Both drawings show artistic 
understanding and sound ornithological observation. 

The cover designs of BB for the next 12 months will again mostly 
comprise drawings submitted for this year's awards, and many others will 
be used within the magazine. Following our strongly worded comments 
last year, it was surprising to find several wrongly sized drawings, and 
even some in which the vertical was treated as the horizontal. Generally, 
there were far fewer drawings in which the scale of the bird to its 
surroundings was ill considered. We noted some drawings with discordant 
backgrounds, with birds out of balance (their legs being set in the wrong 
position), or with bills which did not meet the skull at the correct angle. 

The artists chose a great spread of species for their drawings. The most 
popular groups were waders (32), birds of prey and owls (29), ducks (18) 
and gulls (15). The majority of drawings showed the bird on its perch, 
rarely doing anything more than an occasional preen. Richard Allen, 
however, included an attractive drawing of a flock of Brent Geese Branta 
bemicla flying offshore, and Gordon Trunkfield's quartet was drawn with a 
lively feeling for texture, tone and composition. Brian Small is another 

Common Gull Larus canus with Black-headed Gulls L. ridibundus (Jan Wilczur) 
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with a fresh approach. Andrew Mackay has a clean, tight style, and his 
Bluethroat Lusrinia svecica will appear on a future cover. Andrew Stock, as 
always, produced some excellent, richly detailed drawings, but just one let 
him down. 

We hope that many readers will get to the Mall Galleries in August to 
see the illustrations as well as the Society of Wildlife Artists' exhibition, 
which will, for the first time, fill both main galleries. 

R O B E R T G I L L M O R , A L A N H A R R I S , K E I T H S H A C K L E T O N 

and J . T . R. S H A R R O C K 


