Fieldwork action

From its earliest days, British Birds has always encouraged birdwatchers
to become involved in their own or co-operative studies of birds.
Before the existence of organisations such as the BTO, British Birds was
organising nest censuses of Grey Herons Ardea cinerea, counts of Great
Crested Grebes Podiceps cristatus, a national bird-ringing scheme, and
similar ambitious projects. Nowadays, these are usually the responsibility
of the British Trust for Ormithology (in Great Britain) and of the Irish
Wildbird Conservancy (in Ireland).

We consider that birdwatchers who take part in such fieldwork are
contributing not only to the advance of pure scientific knowledge about
birds, but also to the vital fact-finding necessary to highlight conservation
requirements; in addition, most participants find that such fieldwork is
highly satisfying, as well as being a great deal of fun. For these reasons, we
strongly encourage BB readers to take part in co-operative (as well as
individual) field-studies. This new, short news spot in BB will publicise the
work being planned by the BTO and the IWC in which BB subscribers can
participate, especially their forthcoming surveys and censuses, and also
meetings and conferences at which such fieldwork is discussed. Eps

BTO/IWC news

The Birds of Estuaries Enquiry The BOEE monitors the numbers and distribution of
coastal birds at all estuarine (and 60 or so non-estuarine) sites. Birdwatchers, co-ordinated
by local organisers, visit selected roost sites on a specific date in each month and count the
numbers of birds present. The results have considerable research potential, providing the
basis for a sound conservation strategy for coastal sites. Further participants are always
needed. If you enjoy coastal birdwatching and would like to help, further details can be
obtained from Jeff Kirby, BTO, Beech Grove, Station Road, Tring, Hertfordshire Hp23 5NR.

IWC/BTO Birdwatchers’ Conference Theme: Birds and the Sea. To be held during 17th-
19th November 1989, at the Clonea Strand Hotel, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, Ireland. Full
programme and booking form available from IWC, Ruttledge House, 8 Longford Place,
Monkstown, Co. Dublin, Ireland.
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