
Short reviews 
The Book of Indian Birds. By Salim AH. 
(Bombay Natural History Society/Oxford 
University Press, India & Oxford, 1973, 
reprinted 1988. 11th edition. 187 pages. 
£9.95) This classic little book has served as 
an introduction to Indian birds for almost 
half a century, and few books have re
mained in print so long. The latest edition 
has been expanded still further, so that it 
now covers 296 species in 74 colour plates, 
eight of which are new. The species cov
ered are the 'commoner birds', but the 
continued inclusion of Pink-headed Duck 
Rhodonessa caryophyllacea seems over-
optimistic. Sadly, this book is now rather 
outdated and will not be of much use to 
the serious birder. [NlGEI. REDMAN] 

Parrots: a complete guide. By Rosemary 
Low. (Merehurst , London, 1988. 144 
pages. £12.95) Encyclopedia 'designed to 
provide instant reference for the keeper 
and breeder', from 'Accident prevention' 
to 'Zoonoses' (diseases of animals which 
can be transferred to humans). 

Provisional Atlas of the Ticks (Ix-
odoidea) of the British Isles. By K. P. 
Martyn. (Institute of Terrestrial Ecology, 
Huntingdon, 1988. 62 pages. Paperback 
£4.00) Includes maps snowing the distri
bution of 22 species, plus a coverage map. 
Usefully, lists all the host species involved 
in the records for each species of tick; 
plenty of opportunity for bird ringers and 
others to contribute new records. 

A Synopsis of the Birds of India and 
Pakistan together with those of Nepal, 
Bhutan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. By 
Sidney Dillon Ripley II. (Bombay Natu
ral History Society/Oxford University 
Press, India & Oxford, 1982. Second edi
tion. 652 pages. £9.95) When this impor
tant taxonomic work was first published in 
1961, it became the basis of the ten-volume 
Handbook. Now, in its second edition, the 
Synopsis is still the standard reference on 
the subject. The book largely comprises an 
annotated checklist of every species (and 
subspecies) to be found in the Indian 
subcontinent, with a summary of status, 
distribution and habitat. Although most of 
this information is duplicated in the Hand
book, many people will find it useful to 
have a comprehensive checklist in a single, 
manageable volume. Over 1,200 species 
are covered in the book, including about 
35 which were omitted from the Pictorial 
Guide. Eagle-eyed readers will notice the 
inclusion of Enigmatic Shortwing Brachyp-
teryx ayptica. This recently described 'new 
species' is now considered to be a race of 
Tickell's Babbler Trichastoma tickelli. 

[ N I G E L R E D M A N ] 

Australia's Parrots. By Ken Stepnell and 
Jane Dalby. (Merehurst, London, 1988. 63 
pages. £5.95) A vehicle for Ken Stepnell's 
superb photographs of these highly photo
genic birds. 
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