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Die Vogel Baden-Wiirttembergs. Band 1: Gefahrdung und Schutz. 
Band 4: Folienkarten. Edited by Jochen Holzinger. Verlag Eugen 
Ulmer, Stuttgart, 1987. Vol. 1: 1,800 pages; 344 colour photographs; 1,116 
black-and-white photographs, figures and maps; 301 tables; DM 128. Vol. 
4: 66 pages; 45 figures and maps; eight tables; 36 transparent overlay 
maps; DM 32. 
The federal state of Baden-Wiirttemberg lies in the southwest corner of the Federal German 
Republic and, excluding the 539 km2 of water of the Bodenseeon its southern edge, covers an 
area of approximately 35,751km2—not much more than the size of the Netherlands. These 
phenomenal and beautiful volumes, the first and fourth of an eventual seven-volume treatise 
on the ornithology of this region, represent, in my opinion, a major advance in ornithological 
publishing and one to which I can scarcely do justice in the limited space available here. 

Volume 1, dealing with threats and conservation, is in three separate parts, each a 
complete book. Part 1, concerned basically with habitat protection, provides a pretty 
exhaustive treatment of all background factors relating to conservation and demonstrates 
why conservation is so necessary: threat factors (habitat destruction, land-use changes, 
environmental pollution, hunting and human persecution), the 'Red List' of endangered 
species, focal points of 'traditional' bird conservation; and contributions to the species-
protection programme in Baden-Wiirttemberg, habitat by habitat. In short, it brings 
together the threat factors and relates these to individual habitats, the function of which is 
analysed, as a background to the habitat-protection programme. Part 2 gives, for each of 117 
endangered species (mostly breeders or former breeders), a summary of distribution, 
population and population changes, seasonal occurrence, habitat requirements, causes of 
endangerment, and additional biological data relevant to conservation; there is no lack of 
detail (e.g. 17'/4 pages on White Stork Ciconia ciconia). On the basis of this information, 
suggestions are then made regarding protection measures needed for each species. The main 
causes of endangerment and the ecology of the species are synthesised to enable a rational 
analysis to be made, with particular regard paid to loss of available total breeding area. 
Finally, 27 species involved in conflicts of interest with man's activities are examined, and 
biological grounds presented on which to make correct decisions in relation to both ecology 
and economics. 

Part 3 of volume 1 reviews the legal commitment to nature conservation from the fifteenth 
century (when a ban was imposed on the hunting of raptors!) to the 1980s. This, of course, 
covers not only Baden-Wiirttemberg, but also national (i.e. West German) and international 
law, being a valuable documentation of both progressive and retrogressive attitudes towards 
nature and the environment over the course of centuries; excellent practical advice is given 
for today's interested parties. Part 3 also summarises the history of ornithology in the federal 
state and gives brief biographies of 175 ornithologists and other relevant personages dating 
back to Albertus Magnus in the twelfth century. Ornithological and conservation bodies 
receive a useful dozen pages, while 63 pages of bibliography (plus an index totalling 124 
pages!) amply demonstrate the extraordinary depth of treatment this work has been given. 

Volume 4 consists of 36 transparent overlay maps covering a wide range of natural factors 
(geomorphology, vegetation, climate, etc.) and human factors (population, road networks, 
etc.), plus a text explaining each one and its significance. These will obviously complement 
the forthcoming volumes 2 and 3. 

Volume 2 will cover breeding distribution; volume 3 migration and winter distribution; 
volume 5 reproduction; volume 6 food; and volume 7 a complete bibliography of all scientific 
publications on the avifauna of Baden-Wiirttemberg. 

The use of the hundreds of photographs showing habitats and changes to and influences 
on them is the most intelligent and instructive I have yet seen in a publication of this nature. 
The general presentation, reproduction, printing and so on is faultless throughout. And 
these volumes, perhaps the best I have seen among recent ornithological publications, 
represent incredible value for money. My wholehearted admiration and respect go to Jochen 
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Holzinger, to his many co-workers and contributing organisations and, not least, to the 
publishers. Ausgezekbietl " D A V I D A. CHRISTIE 

Birds of Somerset. By the Somerset Ornithological Society. Alan 
Sutton, Gloucester, 1988. 264 pages; 37 black-and-white plates; 27 line-
drawings. £14.95. 
This is the first major survey of the county's birds since Palmer & Ballance's The Birds of 
Somerset (1968), and is to be greatly welcomed as there have been significant changes in 
both habitats and bird populations in the last 20 years. Sadly, too, the county has also 
shrunk by around 16%, and donated some prime birding areas, such as Chew Valley 
Lake, to the new county of Avon. All is not gloom, however: there have apparently been 
some gains as well as losses. 

The book is divided into two main sections. The first, 'Habitats', is a fascinating read, 
packed with useful information on each definable area, discussing flora, history of land 
usage, farming methods, environmental pressures and future management plans, as well 
as listing the bird species breeding and visiting. (Is it Sedgemoor or Sedge Moor? The 
book uses the latter as per Ordnance Survey maps, but the former seems to be in more 
general use.) 

In the 'Specific List', the current status of each species recorded in the 'new' county 
since 1880 is reviewed, often in some detail, where populations are well documented, as 
for individual heronries, reservoir duck counts, and so on. There is, however, no mention 
of the 60-plus Sand Martins Riparia riparia I have on good record as nesting near Watchet 
recently, or our Redstarts Phoenicurusphoenicurus nesting here in the Brendons: indications 
of the need for more observers in the less-visited areas, perhaps. 

I'm afraid that the less-than-brilliant printing has rendered many of the black-and-
white habitat photographs pretty useless, but this did not upset me too much. This is an 
excellent publication, and the Somerset Ornithological Society is to be congratulated on 
a valuable new county record and an eminently readable book. This is the sort of book 
you get fond of. HILARY BURN 
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