
Announcements 
Send in your 1989 records now If you have not already done so, now is the time to submit 
all your relevant 1989 records. The names and addresses of the County/Regional Recorders 
are listed on pages 38-40. 

Free subscriptions for County/Regional Recorders We are pleased, once again, to be able 
to offer free subscriptions to the County/Regional Recorders, as our way of saying 'Thank 
you' to them for the hard work which they contribute to British ornithology in their 'free 
t ime' . 

Free advertising for subscribers For a limited period, individual personal subscribers may 
use the classified advertising pages FREE OF C H A R G E for advert isements selling single 
ornithological items (a pair of binoculars, a telescope, a book, a volume of magazines, etc.). 
Send your advertisement (not more than 30 words), quoting your personal BB Reference Number, to 
Free BB advertising, Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, Bedford MK44 3N|. 

Why order books from British BirdShop? All the books listed in British BirdShop are 
recommended by British Birds. As a BB subscriber, you are entitled to obtain these books 
P O S T FREE. The re are always some special offers, available EXCLUSIVELY to BB 
subscribers. 

Please make full use of British BirdShop for your natural history book requirements. 

Sponsored by Collins I and Christopher Helm %!r 
Bird Photograph o f d ie Year This year is the fourteenth in the competition's history. We 
are delighted that 'Bird Photograph of the Year' is once again sponsored by two long
standing friends of British Birds, the publishing firms Christopher Helm Publishers Ltd and 
William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd, both very well known for their high-quality natural history 
books. 

The rules are as follows: 
Up to three colour transparencies, each taken during 1989, may be submitted by each photographer. 
Transparencies should not be glass-mounted. They will be judged not only on technical excellence, but 
also on originality, scientific interest, aesthetic appeal and artistic composition. Preference will be given to 
photographs taken in the West Palearctic (Britain, Europe, North Africa and the Middle East), but those 
of species on the West Palearctic list taken anywhere in the world are also eligible. Photographs must not 
have been submitted for publication elsewhere (though, of course, the copyright remains with the 
photographer and use subsequent to publication in British Birds is unrestricted). The photographs by 
winner and runners-up may be used at the discretion of the judges in or for the promotion of British Birds or 
the competition. A brief account (not more than 200 words) should be enclosed with each, giving the 
circumstances in which obtained, the method used, technical details (focal length of lens and make of 
camera and film), locality, date and photographer's name and address. Transparencies will be returned 
only if accompanied by a suitable SAE. Entries are accepted only on the above conditions. 

The judging panel will consist of Dr R.J . Chandler , Eric Hosking, Dr J . T. R. Sharrock and 
Don Smith. 

Past winners of this competit ion have been Michael C. Wilkes (1977), Peter Lowes (1978), 
Dr Edmund C. Fellowes (1979), Don Smith (1980), Richard T. Mills (1981), Dennis Cout ts 
(1982), David M. Cottridge (1983), J o h n Lawton Roberts (1984), C. R. ICnights (1985), Alan 
Moffett (1986), Dr Kevin Carlson (1987), Bob Glover (1988) and Hanne Eriksen (1989). 

The 1990 awards (cheque for £100 and engraved salver for the winner, cheques for £40 and 
£25 for the second and third and £25-worth of Collins books and £25-worth of Chris topher 
Helm books for each of the top three photographers) will be presented at a Press Reception 
in L o n d o n in May or J u n e . T h e r u n n e r s - u p will be we lcome to a t t e n d the award 
presentat ion. 

The closing date for entries is 31 st January 1990. Transparencies should be clearly marked 
'Bird Photograph of the Year' and sent to Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, Bedford MK44 3NJ. 
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Best recent black-and-white bird-photographs The closing date for submission of 
prints for the thirty-first annual selection is 31st January 1990. Photographers may submit as 
many black-and white prints as they wish. 

The following details should be written on the back of each print: photographer's name 
and address, species, county (or country, if taken abroad), month, year, and technical details, 
such as make and size of camera, make and focal length of lens, type of film material, 
exposure and approximate distance from the subject. Prints will be retained in the editorial 
office as part of the reference collection and for possible use in the journal unless a request 
for return is noted on the back of each print and a suitable stamped addressed envelope is 
supplied. 

Entries should be addressed to 'Best recent work', Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, 
Bedford MK44 3NJ. 

Bird Illustrator of the Year We are delighted that this year's 
competition will again be sponsored by Kowa telescopes. 

Amateur and professional artists are invited to submit four 
line-drawings suitable for reproduction in British Birds (pen-and-
ink or scraperboard, but not pencil or wash). The subjects 
should be birds recorded in the West Palearctic (Europe, North t p l p S P f t n P S 
Africa and the Middle East). Exact size is important: drawings r 
should be the following precise sizes (width X depth in cm): (a) 18.6 X 20.8, (b) 16.35 X 6.9 
and (c) 8.1 X 6.0, for publication at two-thirds of those dimensions (the largest drawing (a) 
may, if preferred, be submitted at 24.8 X 27.75, for publication at half-size). Each set of four 
drawings must include at least one each of a, b and c. Entries will be judged as sets. Drawings 
based on published photographs or drawings are ineligible. The announcements of the 
previous winners {Brit. Birds 72: 403-409; 73: 380-384; 74: 275-278; 75: 304-308; 76: 288-291; 
77: 283-288; 78: 317-322; 79: 319-325; 80: 351-361; 81: 299-305; 82: 339-346) included 
suggestions intended to help future entrants. Entries need not be mounted, but should have 
a generous 'handling margin' around each drawing. 

The judging panel will consist of Robert Gillmor, Alan Harris, Keith Shackleton and Dr 
J. T. R. Sharrock. 

The winner will receive £100, a Kowa TSN-3 20-60X zoom telescope and an inscribed 
salver; the second-placed artist £40 and a TSN-1 20x W Kowa telescope; and the third-
placed artist £25 and TS-601 20X W Kowa telescope (all three telescopes with cases). AH 
three artists will also be invited to attend the award presentation at a Press Reception at The 
Mall Galleries in London, where a selection of the drawings will be on display. All artists 
whose work is displayed will also be welcome to attend the reception, which in previous years 
has provided a very happy occasion for meeting many of our top bird artists. The winners' 
entries will also be displayed in the annual exhibition of the Society of Wildlife Artists at The 
Mall Galleries. Previous winners have been Crispin Fisher (1979), Norman Arlott (1980 & 
1981), Alan Harris (1982), Martin Woodcock (1983), Bruce Pearson (1984), Ian Lewington 
(1985), Chris Rose (1986), David Quinn (1987), Martin Hallam (1988) and John Cox (1989). 

It is one of the main aims of this British Birds competition to encourage and advance the 
careers of bird artists. The Editorial Board and the competition's judges are delighted to 
note that the previous winners have become highly successful freelance artists or otherwise 
employed in posts associated with wildlife. 

Entries will remain the copyright of the artists, but are accepted on the understanding that 
they may be reproduced free in, or on the cover of, or for the promotion of British Birds. If 
accompanied by a suitable stamped addressed envelope, all drawings will be returned to the 
artists, but any selected for possible use by British Birds may be retained for up to 12 months 
after the award presentation. Each drawing must be marked clearly on the back with the 
artist's name and address (and date of birth if aged under 21, see 'The Richard Richardson 
Award', below), the identity of the species, and any other relevant information about the 
illustration. 

The closing date will be 15th March 1990; the set of four drawings should be sent to 'Bird 
Illustrator of the Year', Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, Bedford MK44 3NJ. 

The PJC Award A handsome trophy, the PJC Award, is presented annually, in memory of 
the late Pauline Jean Cook, to the artist whose single drawing submitted for the 'Bird 
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Illustrator of the Year' competition is selected by the judges for its individual merit. The 
holder of the PJC Award also receives an inscribed book as a permanent symbol of the 
achievement. The current holder is Darren Rees (Brit. Birds 80: 250-251; 82; 339-346). 

The Richard Richardson Award To encourage young, up-and-coming bird 
artists, a special award (a cheque and a book to the total value of £60) will 
be presented for the best work submitted for the 'Bird Illustrator of the 
Year' competition (see above) by an artist aged under 21 years on 15th 
March 1990. The winner's entries will be displayed in the annual 
exhibition of the Society of Wildlife Artists at The Mall Galleries. 
Previous winners have been Alan F.Johnston (1979), Andrew Stock / 
(1980), Darren Rees (1981), Keith Colcombe (1982 & 1984), Gary 
Wright (1983), Ian Lewington (1985), Timothy Hinley (1986), 
Andy Birch (1987), John Cox (1988) and Stephen Message (1989). This award 
is in memory of the famous Norfolk ornithologist and bird-artist, the late R. A. Richardson. 
The rules for entry are exactly the same as for 'Bird Illustrator of the Year' and entries by 
persons under 21 will automatically be considered for both awards. 

Front cover designs for sale The original unframed drawings of the pictures on the front 
cover of Si? are for sale each month in a postal auction. The pictures are usually 1W or two 
times the published size. These sales help not only the artists, but also BB, since the artists 
donate 20% to the journal. It is also a way for BB readers to acquire—for themselves or as a 
present for a friend—top-class art at very reasonable prices. During the past year, successful 
postal bids have ranged from £50 to £200; the average has been £86. Why not send in your 
bid each month? If you are successful (if your bid is the highest, and it exceeds the artist's 
reserve price), you will be asked to pay the sum you bid, plus £1.50 for postage and packing. 
Send your name, address and telephone number and your bid (no money at this stage), to 
arrive before the last day of the month, to Cover Bid, Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, 
Bedford MK44 3NJ, 

Photographs and drawings may be for sale Many of the photographers and artists whose 
pictures appear in British Birds welcome the opportunity to sell their work. Anyone who 
wishes to obtain either photographic prints or original drawings is welcome to write (making 
an enquiry about availability, making an appropriate offer, or seeking the price) to the 
photographer or artist concerned, c/o Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, Bedford MK.44 3NJ. We 
will forward all such letters, as a service to our readers and contributors. 

Books in British BirdShop We have added 15 books to the British BirdShop list this 
month, so please consult pages xi & xii. 

There are also special offers available EXCLUSIVELY to BB subscribers: 
BB/IBCE International Bird Identification £1.00 off 
Oddie Birdwatching with Bill Oddie £2.00 off hardback; £1.00 off paperback 
Ogilvie & Winter Best Days with British Birds £2.00 off 




