
Announcements 
Thailand 1990 The British Birds-SUNBIKD trip to Thailand during 21st January to 8th 
February (plate 144) was as successful as those in previous years, with the usual Siberian 
species, such as Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler Locustella certhiola (to name just one of 34 
species of warbler seen on the trip), well in evidence. Highlights included Slaty-breasted Rail 
Rallus striatus, Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis, White-rumped Falcon Polihierax insignis, Banded 
Lacedo pulchella and Stork-billed Kingfishers Pelargopsis capensis, Black-and-Buff Meigfyptes 
jugularis and White-bellied Woodpeckers Dinopium rafflesii, Long-tailed Thrush Zoothera dixonii 
and Grey-winged Blackbird Turdus boulboul. Travel was by Thai Airways International and the 
immaculate ground arrangements were made by the Educational Travel Center; we wish to 
thank both organisations for their help and co-operation, especially Khun Tharnatep 
Pintusan of ETC. 

Three quotes from members of the group show why—apart from the birds—these trips to 
Thailand are so popular: 'We've had the best food I've ever had on any holiday anywhere.' 
'The Thais are such happy, friendly people—everything is fun.' 'I can understand why 
people fall in love with Thailand.' 

144. 'BB'-SUNBIRD trip to Thailand 1990. Watching River Chat Thamnolaea leucocephala, 
Slaty-backed Forktail Enicurus schistaceus and Plumbeous Redstart Rhyacomis faliginosus at 
Vachirathan Waterfall, Doi Inthanon, northern Thailand, February 1990: left to right, 
Audrey Bailey, Jack Bailey, Sue Reeks, Malcolm Chettleburgh, JTRS and Phil Round 

(leader) (Khun Sathien) 

New Zealand, Thailand, Poland and Israel with 'BB' Subscribers have the opportunity to 
join the following British Birds trips, organised jointly with the birdwatching-tour company 
SUNB1RD: 
NEW ZEALAND 

A few places are still available on this trip (November 1990), led by David Fisher and Tim 
Sharrock, with seabirds, waders, endemics and the spectacular scenery the primary 
attractions. 
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THAn.AND 

A special trip in three parts in February/March 1991: (1) a week on the trails of the evergreen 
forest in Khao Yai National Park, (2) a week visiting the northern mountains, based at 
Chiang Mai, and (3) a week in Peninsular Thailand, seeking waders and Gurney's Pitta Pitta 
gumeyi in the company of its rediscoverer, Phil Round. The first two weeks will be led by 
Kamol Komolphalin (President of the Bangkok Bird Club), accompanied by Tim Sharrock. 
Participants can join for any one or two (or all three) weeks. 
POLAND 

An early-summer (May 1991) trip to the extensive marshes and unique unspoilt natural 
forests of this underwatched country. Led by Mike Everett and Dr Ludwik Tomiatojc. 
ISRAEL 

A new and exciting autumn trip (September 1991), for spectacular raptor passage and 
seabirds, with opportunities for snorkelling and diving (under expert tuition), in addition to 
the usual resident and migrant passerines. Led by Hadoram Shirihai and David Fisher. 

British Birds subscribers have the chance for priority booking and can claim a 10% discount 
on all these trips. For full details, write or telephone to David Fisher/Jennifer Thomas at 
Sunbird, PO Box 76, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 IDF; telephone Sandy (0767) 682969. 

A 'BB' trip by popular demand Where would you like to go on a special 'BB' trip? To enable 
us to arrange a small-group expedition to the most-requested locality, we ask readers to tell 
us where they would like to visit. Please write to us only if you would almost certainly join a 
'BB' group going to the destination of your choice. If you would like to go to more than one 
place, list as many locations as you wish. Please also say why you want to go to each place, so 
that we can select the best time of year, the most appropriate length of visit, and the best 
sites to achieve the objectives. 

'BB' has already arranged special trips of this sort to Canada, the Canary Islands, Cyprus, 
Egypt, Israel, Morocco and Thailand; and forthcoming trips already announced include New 
Zealand and Poland. 

Where next? 
Please use the form on page x to send in your request. 

Back issues of 'British Birds' SPECIAL OFFER Past copies of BB are available to subscribers at 
special reduced rates only during June-July 1990. Please use the form on page ix to order your 
copies. 

New member for Identification Notes Panel Owing to his frequent travels abroad, Iain 
Robertson has recently resigned from the Rarities Committee. The Editorial Board is, 
however, delighted to announce that Iain has accepted its invitation to join the Identification 
Notes Panel, initially for a one-year trial period to see how the Panel's workload fits in with 
Iain's other commitments. 

Books in British BirdShop New this month: 
*Yekutiel Birdwalching in Eilat 

Special offers are available on: 
*Blakers et al. The Atlas of Australian Birds (save £22.50) 
*BB/IBCE International Bird Identification (save £1.00) 
*Oddie Birdwalching with Bill Oddie (save £2.00 hardback, £1.00 paperback) 
*Ogilvie & Winter Best Days with British Birds (save £2.00) 

Also new this month—two cassettes: 
*Kettle More British Bird Sounds 
*White A Field Guide to the Bird Songs of South-East Asia 

Please make use of the British BirdShop order forms on pages vii & viii. 




