
Reviews 
The Macmillan Field Guide to North Atlantic Shorebirds. By Richard 
J. Chandler. Macmillan, London & Basingstoke, 1989. £12.95. 
From the viewpoint of the average British birdwatcher, this attractive field guide would seem 
most likely to compete for sales with Waders of Britain and Europe (Colston & Burton 1988). 
Both are slim, eminently pocket-sized volumes of something over 200 pages, which, despite 
the somewhat differing geographical coverages implied by their full titles, overlap greatly in 
species included. Out of a total of 93 species considered in one or other volume, Colston & 
Burton include all but seven and Chandler all but 22; the Vanellinae, lacking in North 
America except for the vagrant Lapwing Vanellus vanellus, account for the greatest discrepancy 
in coverage. Both include all but the rarest of vagrants likely to be encountered within Britain 
or Ireland, for which recourse to Shorebirds (Hayman, Marchant & Prater 1986) will remain a 
necessity. 

The major departure of North Atlantic Shorebirds is that it is illustrated by photographs rather 
than paintings. Preference in this regard must remain largely personal, depending 
considerably on the importance one attaches to generalised characteristics vis-a-vis the 
particular. There is no doubting, however, that Richard Chandler has put together a 
particularly impressive and remarkably standardised array of photographs, very largely his 
own, which give one a real feel for the plumages of the species concerned, including the main 
age and sex differences where appropriate. On average, the layout provides a concise single 
page of text on the range and identification of each species, together with a facing page of 
about three colour photographs, although this is flexible in relation to degree of plumage 
variability, problems posed by similar species, and so on. These colour photographs are all of 
standing, sitting or swimming individuals, but there is a concluding section of some 50 black-
and-white photographs illustrating key features of shorebird wing-patterns and rump/tail-
patterns when in flight. 

In addition to the texts and illustrations on the individual species, Chandler has included 
some brief but unusually apposite introductory chapters, which review the various groups of 
shorebirds covered, consider their plumages and moults, and provide succinct advice on the 
subject of shorebird photography. That on plumages and moults is particularly useful, 
drawing attention to the subtle problems of seasonal, age-related and individual plumage 
variation that the observer needs to be aware of, but which cannot be encompassed in a small 
number of illustrations. These introductory chapters are substantially more useful in a field 
guide of this nature than the more general biological information included by Colston & 
Burton. Range maps are not provided, but are not really missed for species as mobile as most 
of those covered. This Macmillan Guide is a volume worth having both for its practical utility 
and for aesthetic enjoyment. ROBERT P R Y S - J O N E S 

Mac's Rare Birds 1989 Diary (video). By Peter McQuillan. P. A. 
McQuillan, Plymouth, 1990. VHS £16.00, Video 8 £20.00. 
This videotape, with a running time of 60 minutes, is available in either VHS or Video 8. A 
total of 44 occurrences of scarce and rare birds is covered, arranged in date order, and 
including views from a pelagic trip, with a number of seabird species featured. 

Naturally, the occurrences included are mostly those of'well-twitched' birds, and the tape, 
thus, provides an interesting historical record of the attractions at many of the large 
gatherings of birdwatchers during the year (e.g. the Baillon's Crake Porzana pusilla at 
Sunderland, Brit. Birds 82: 457, plates 303 & 304). The 'Tesco' Golden-winged Warbler 
Vermivora chrysoptera unfortunately occurred before Peter McQuillan had an appropriate lens, 
so the views are exceedingly distant (and he apologises for them in the commentary), and the 
Holkham Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta canadensis did not co-operate, providing only a distant 
silhouette. It is noticeable, however, that the standard improved steadily throughout the 
tape, which bodes well for future years. The commentary is minimal, often providing nothing 
more than the species' name (sometimes abbreviated to its colloquial form), the locality and 
the dates. Once again, however, towards the end of the tape the commentary becomes 'freer', 
with a few short, personal anecdotes, which help to increase the interest for the audience. 
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Of the 44 sequences, 26 include 'real rarities' (those currently considered by the Rarities 

Committee). The inclusion of some of the less-rare species is certainly justified, and makes 
this more than a twitchers' record. This tape could be quite useful for many birdwatchers 
who are unfamiliar with some of the species included, since the views provided are just those 
which a migrant-hunter is likely to experience. 

Sound frequently consists of indistinguishable mutterings from nearby twitchers, but 
there are occasional useful bursts of song or call from the birds themselves. 

It would be surprising if there were not rivals to this tape, but, judged on its own merits, 
Mac's Rare Birds 1989 Diary is thoroughly enjoyable and provides a sample of 1989's rarer birds 
to bring back memories. The consensus of those with whom I watched this tape was that this 
was the first of what would eventually become an annually collected set. 

J . T . R. SHARROCK 
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