
Short reviews 
Livre Rouge des Oiseaux Nicheurs d'Al
sace. (Centre d'Etudes Ornithologiques 
d'Alsace, Bitche, 1989. F 120.00) Few regions 
of France have been as little explored by 
British birdwatchers as Alsace, but this 
northeastern comer of the country has a rich 
and varied avifauna, thanks to a wide variety 
of habitats, ranging from the Rhine to the 
mountains of the Haut-Vosges. Some 187 
species nest, or nested until recently, in this 
region, but the Livre Rouge concerns itself 
with only just over 80 species—the declining 
or vulnerable ones, and those which have 
already been lost. There are many parallels 
with Britain—Capercaillie Tetrao urogallus, 
Wryneck Jynx torquilla and Corncrake Crex 
crex losing ground (though not Red-backed 
Shrike Lanius coUurio)—making this a fasci
nating study. A selection of excellent colour 
plates adds to the appeal. 

[ D A V I D T O M L I N S O N ] 

Where to Watch Birds in Catalonia: in
cluding Barcelona, Costa Brava, Ebro 
Delta, Andorra & Pyrenees. Edited by 
Josep del Hoyo and Jordi Sargatal. (Lynx 
Promocions S.A., Barcelona, 1989. 308 
pages. £16.95) Each of the 15 chapters deals 
with a specific area, for which several 
itineraries are suggested. There is very use
ful information on the habitats and birds to 
be found, where to go (with maps), how long 
is needed for each itinerary and even details 
on where to stay, good places to eat and 
points of local interest. There is a speciality 
section, with precise details on sought-after 

species such as Dupont's Lark Chersophilus 
dupnnti and Wallcreeper Tkhodroma muraria, 
and complete checklists of birds, mammals, 
reptiles and amphibians. An excellent guide 
totheregion. [ S T E V E R O O K E ] 

Mediterranean Wildlife: the rough guide. 
By Pete Raine. (Harrop Columbus, Brom
ley, 1990. 376 pages. Paperback £7.95) This 
guide covers the southern parts of the 
countries on the northern side of the Medi
terranean (southern Portugal to western 
Turkey), the Mediterranean islands, 
Morocco and Tunisia. It describes a selec
tion of sites in each country reasonably well, 
detailing the likely plants, animals and birds 
at each and providing some notes on access 
and accommodation, and, often, a map. 
Most of the information seems reasonably 
reliable though there are a few misleading 
statements (e.g. for Angelohori in Greece 
'Slender-billed Curlew is regularly seen in 
winter and on passage' and for Lake Douyet 
in Morocco 'The deeper waters are fre
quented by ruddy shelduck, gadwall and 
Cape shoveler'!). Worth consulting prior to 
a trip, especially for countries lacking more 
detailed guide books. [ D A V I D F I S H E R ] 

List of Dutch Bird Species 1990. By A. B. 
van den Berg. (Van den Berg, Santpoort-
Zuid, 1990. 50 pages. Paperback fl5) All 428 
species recorded in the Netherlands be
tween 1800 and 1st October 1990 are listed 
in this information-packed typewritten 
booklet. English (as well as Dutch and 
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scientific) bird names are given, and there 
are English translations of Dutch explana
tions of categories and so on, so this detailed 

checklist can easily be used for reference by 
British birdwatchers. 

ALSO RECEIVED: 

Three Degrees West: a walk through Britain's local and natural history. By Stephen 
Sankey. 0ohn Donald Publishers, Edinburgh, 1990. 204 pages. Paperback £12.50) 


