
Points of view 
Opinions expressed in this feature are not necessarily those of 'British Birds' 

18. Should exotics be condemned or cherished? 
It is now illegal to release any non-native species of bird in Britain, other than 
the Pheasant Phasianus cokhkus and the Red-legged Partridge Akctoris rufa. 
Many odier developed countries similarly ban all introductions of foreign 
birds, other than species intended for 'sport'. 

Such bans are likely to have far more baleful results than earlier over-
enthusiasm for introductions. I have discussed elsewhere the pros and cons of 
introduced and reintroduced species in Britain (Goodwin 1987). 

A notable moral diirtker and ornithologist (Skutch 1985) contended mat, as 
products of evolution, we ought to make value judgments on other organisms. I 
agree, and think that, when a choice has to be made, we should favour the 
more distinct or more beautiful species. 

If a foreign species is very distinctive, has a limited world range in which it 
may be at risk, and may be able to live in modern Britain, there is a good 
case for welcoming it here, even if it might compete with some native bird that 
is plentiful elsewhere. 

We already have three long, but precariously, established species to which 
the above qualifications apply: Mandarin Aix galericulata, Golden Pheasant 
Chrysobphus pktus and Lady Amherst's Pheasant C. amherstiae. The adult male 
of each is not only extremely beautiful, but also very unlike any other bird in 
the world. 

The Mandarin is die most widely established here (Lever 1987, 1991). The 
Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) forbids further releases or translocations 
of it. Attempts to naturalise it outside Britain failed, except for one population 
in the USA (Lever 1987), which, ironically, is the one country where it ought 
not to have been introduced because of the presence there of the related 
Wood Duck Aix sponsa. 

Golden and Lady Amherst's Pheasants both have much more .restricted 
ranges in Britain (Ridley 1986), and many attempts to introduce diem else
where have failed (Lever 1987). Few would disagree mat 'the male Lady 
Amherst's Pheasant is perhaps the most beautiful of all British breeding birds' 
(Sharrock 1976), and Ridley (1986) is not alone in thinking mat it 'is one of 
me most elegant and colourful of all birds.'' 

Even if we forget the aesthetic considerations, these tiiree species have 
greater claim to our attention man do any of our native landbirds, purely on 
conservation grounds. We ought to encourage them and endeavour to in
crease their ranges in Britain, which, widiout human help, the Mandarin may 
not, and the two pheasants certainly will not, be able to do. 

By forbidding any human assistance, the authorities have rendered unlikely 
the long-term survival here, and possibly everywhere, of these uniquely beauti
ful birds. These same authorities, however, not only condone but even posi-
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ful birds. These same authorities, however, not only condone but even posi
tively encourage the rapid spread throughout Britain of the Goshawk Accipiter 
gentHis, a predator which is likely to have an impact on some populations of 
species which we profess to wish to protect. I question the standards which are 
being applied. DEREK G O O D W I N 
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