
Notes 
Bill colour of female Goldeneye In 'Mystery pho
tographs' number 173 {Brit. Birds 84: 543-546), Martin S. 
Garner discussed the differences between female Goldeneye 
Bucephala clangula and Barrow's Goldeneye B. ishndica. He 
stated that the yellow on the bill becomes duskier in sum
mer. From experience with my own captive Goldeneyes 
and wild breeding birds, the yellow/orange coloration on 
the bill is lost as soon as the first egg is laid, becoming uni
formly dark (see plate 313). Photographs in Bardarson 
(1986, Birds of Iceland) suggest that the same may be true of 
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313 . Breeding female Goldeneye Bucephala clangula with all-dark bill, Highland, June 1981 (Keith 
Brockie) 

Barrow's Goldeneye, with bills of winter/spring females distinctly marked 
compared with the more uniform bills of mating ducks and ail-dark bills of 
those with young. Unless direct comparison is available, assessment of the 
shape of an all-dark bill of one of the two species would be very subjective. 

K E I T H B R O C K I E 

lolaire, Dron Farm, By Irmergowrk, Dundee DD2 5LH 

Female Goldeneye with yellow bill The discussion of 'Mystery photo
graph' number 173 {Brit. Birds 84: 543-546) concerning the bill colour of 
Goldeneye Bucephala clangub and Barrow's Goldeneye B. ishndica prompted mc 
to record the following. 

On 24th November 1990, at Abberton Reservoir, Essex, an adult female 
Goldeneye with an almost completely yellow bill was observed in the hide 
bay. The bird was in typical adult female plumage and the bill was of normal 
Goldeneye shape. It was, however, a pale yellow-orange colour, apart from a 

Fig. 1. Adult female Goldeneye Bucephala clangula with yellow bill (see text), Essex, November 1990 
(Richard Allen) 
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dusky grey area above and behind the nostril; the nail was small and black; 
and the edge of the upper and the whole of the lower mandible was black (see 
fig. I, taken from field sketches). R I C H A R D A L L E N 

3 Dudley Road, Fingringhoe, Essex COS 7DS 

A similar female Goldeneye was recorded by Andrew H. J . Harrop in Northumberland in 
.November 1982 {Brit. Birds 76: 534). EDS 

Woodpigeon using moving lorry to evade hunting Goshawk On 
27th October 1988, I was travelling on the motorway between Wiirzburg and 
Frankfurt, Germany, when suddenly a Woodpigeon Columba palumbus flew 
over and then along the motorway lane, followed by a Goshawk Accipiter gen-
tilis. The pigeon adjusted the height of its flight to that of the roof of a big 
lorry and flew close to the back of the cab. The lorry was moving in front of 
my car, and I could easily observe the whole event: it seemed that the pigeon 
used the slipstream formed behind the moving lorry to accelerate the speed of 
its escape from the raptor, which flew about 1.5-2.5 m behind it; it is possible 
that the pigeon's closeness to the lorry also prevented it from being attacked 
by the hawk. After 11 seconds, during which the raptor made two attempts at 
catching the pigeon, the Goshawk gave up and left the motorway. Several sec
onds later, the pigeon also flew away from the motorway. I was travelling at a 
constant speed of 110 kph, as was the lorry; during the pursuit, both birds flew 
at the same speed as the vehicles (i.e. 30.6 m/s). K A Z I M I E R Z W A L A S Z 

Department of zoopsychology and Animal Ethology, Institute of Environmental Biology, 

Jagielhnian University, Karasia 6, 30-060 Krakow, Poland. 

Meadow Pipit evading Merl in by settl ing near human be ing L. J. 
Davenport's note (Brit. Birds 82: 179) reminded me of the following. On 31st 
October 1988, near Rhiw, Gwynedd, I was walking slowly along a narrow 
road, close to the hedgerow on my right-hand side, when a Meadow Pipit 
Anlhus pratmsis came flying towards me very fast: about 1 m above the road 
surface and closely pursued by a female Merlin Falco cohimharius. When only 
about 2 m from me, the pipit turned sharply to its left and immediately disap
peared into the lower part of the hedge. The Merlin, not slackening speed, 
banked sharply to her right and so just avoided flying into me, before disap
pearing over the opposite hedgerow. Like Mr Davenport, I got the impression 
that the pipit had seen my presence as a means of escaping from the falcon. 

D A V I D G. P . C H A T F I E L D 

Rhiwenfa, Rhiw, near Pwllheli, Gwynedd IJL53 8AE 

Other recently published reports of similar behaviour related to Skylark Alauda arvemis pursued 
by Merlin {Brit. Birds 79: 592; 83: 427} and Starlings Sturnus vulgaris pursued by a Sparrowhawk 
Ampitf) nmis {Brit. Birds 84: 109). Another instance is provided by David Fisher's Mongolian 
experience described on page 673. EDS 

Mirror-fighting by Grey Wagtail in winter In the morning of 31st 
December 1987, as I drove slowly across a small bridge over a tiny stream 
near the new Royal Palace at Oued Sous, Agadir, southern Morocco, a winter-
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314 & 3 1 5 . Male Grey Wag
tail Motacilla cinerea on car wing-
mirror and beside windscreen, 
M o r o c c o , D e c e m b e r 1987 

(Arnoud B. van den Berg) 

plumaged male Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea came flying towards my car and 
tried to land on the bonnet and windows. The wagtail was quite tenacious 
and flew in pursuit, beside or above the car, for a distance of at least 150 m, 
calling a loud and repetitive, silvery 'tie tie tie tuu'; when the car was parked, 
it stopped calling. There were no insects on the car, and reflecting parts of the 
vehicle were too dirty to show the bird's image. Later, other cars passing the 
bridge were attacked in a similar fashion, and the wagtail continued even 
when people were walking around. Near the bridge, the narrow black-sur
faced road changed into a muddy gravel track, and a number of cars (of dif
ferent colours) were parked at this point. Between 09.30 and 11.00 hours, the 
wagtail remained at these cars, jumping from one car mirror to the other and 
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frequenting reflecting windows; it was only casually seen pecking insects from 
the ground. On 8th January 1988, the Grey Wagtail was still present at the 
same spot and showing the same fanatical behaviour. 

It is peculiar that the furious attacks on cars were started before it was pos
sible to see reflections. It is also surprising that moving cars suffered much 
heavier attacks than parked cars. ARNOUl) B. VAN DKN B E R G 

Duinlustparkweg 98, 2082 EG Santpoort-^uid, Netherlands 

Similar behaviour by this species has been recorded in November-January, in Hampshire and 
Dorset (lint, Birds 58: 222-223, 350; 84: 108-109, plates 81 & 82), but in these cases the wagtails 
ilevv at/attacked the wing mirrors of parked (or only slowly manoeuvring) cars; in Dorset, tht 
wagtail seemed to be 'conditioned to regard a car with a wing mirror as embodying another wag
tail'. Derek Goodwin has commented: 'The great puzzle is why do only a few individuals (of the 
many that must see their reflections in mirrors, hub caps, etc) of species involved get "hooked" on 
this behaviour?' Eos 

Wing-spreading by foraging wheatears Dr J. T. R. Sharrock {Brit. Birds 
81: 530-531) recorded an Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellim using its 
spread wings as a canopy when feeding. This foraging technique appears to 
be used by various wheatear species when taking prey from the ground or 
from crevices in rocks. In eastern Arabia, I noted Pied 0: pkschanka, Desert 0. 
deserti, Red-tailed 0. xanthoprymna and White-crowned Black Wheatears 0. leu-
copyga using it, the last species especially commonly. The spread wings are held 
close to and parallel to the ground, sometimes with the primary tips appearing 
to touch it. The wings are not always drawn so far forward as Dr Sharrock 
described: they may be opened rather slowly and deliberately, and at times 
held open for a second or so; at other times, they are merely flicked open 
briefly, sometimes repeatedly. The ground is not always shaded by the spread 
wings: I have seen Desert and White-crowned Black Wheatears wing-spread
ing when facing into the sun, in shade, at dusk, and in overcast conditions. It 
seems likely, as Dr Sharrock suggested, that the technique serves to startle, 
and perhaps confuse and trap, potential prey. BWP (vol. 5) also notes the use 
of similar wing-spreading and wing-fanning techniques during foraging by 
Northern O. oenanthe, Black-eared 0. hispanica and Black Wheatears 0. leucura. 

J O H N P A L F R E Y 

123/ 7 Grange Loan, Edinburgh EH9 2EA 

Unusual nest sites of Dartford Warbler In May 1988, on a hillside near 
Alcoutim, Portugal, I observed about 30 pairs of Dartford Warblers Sylvia 
undata, each with a territory of approximately 1.25 ha composed of scrub 
(mainly several species of heather Erica with rock-rose Cistus and lavender 
Lavandula). Such territories are typical for this species in the Algarve. At 
one side of the scrub were pine woods and fields of low yellow lupins 
Lupinus luteus. One pair of warblers, whose territory adjoined the woods, 
had a nest with well-grown young in the 'tuft' of needles at the end of a 
branch of stone pine Pinus pinea, approximately 4 m above ground. 
Another pair, with its territory adjoining the fields, had a nest, also with 
well-grown young, suspended between two closely sown lupins, about 
25 cm above ground. Neither nest was concealed, and the one near the 
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ground was part icularly vulnerable to prcdation. In both cases, the nest 
was built within 2 m of the limit of the scrub zone, and neither territory 
appeared to extend outside the scrub other than for the actual nest 
site. G L K N I S A. V o w t t s 

Vale Bom, Odelouca, 8300 Si Ives. Portugal 

Dr Bruce Campbell and James Ferguson-I.ecs M972, A Field (hide In HirdsWests] noted thai 
this species ' nests are 'Built in long hea the r , usually where it grows into gorse [(VCA). or 
inside a gorse hush, at heights from 30 em to over 1 in; occasionally in other vegetation on 
commons; quite often near a track.' Where tile species is commoner than in Britain, as it is in 
Portugal, a wider range of nest sites would be expected, but the site 4 m above ground level 
does seem remarkable. Kl>S 

Arctic Warbler evading Hobby by settling near h u m a n beings 
Notes by M. E. Taylor and L. J. Davenport on a Skylark Alauda arveims and a 
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis using human beings as a means of evading Mer
lins Falco columbarius (Brit. Birds 79: 592; 82: 179) reminded me of a similar 
event that took place in the People's Republic of Mongolia. On 30th May 
1985, while walking with eight other birdwatchers along the bank of a stream 
flowing through the middle of a large open, grassy valley, devoid of trees and 
bushes, I flushed a small passerine, which flew up into the air. Almost imme
diately, a Hobby F. subbuteo appeared above us and dived at the passerine, but 
missed. There then followed an aerial pursuit involving several fast turns and 
dives by the Hobby and similar action by the passerine, which managed to 
evade the falcon. To our surprise, the passerine then flew back towards us and 
landed on the ground between our feet: it was an Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus 
borealis. The Hobby started to circle above our heads, apparently waiting for 
the warbler to take to the air again. More in jest than with any serious intent, 
I raised the heel of my left foot, thereby creating a piece of shaded cover for 
die warbler. The latter immediately ran beneath my foot and crouched under 
the arch of my shoe for several minutes. After circling for a short time, the 
Hobby lost interest and drifted away; as soon as it was some distance off, I 
raised my foot completely and the Arctic Warbler flew back into the cover of 
a ditch. D A V I D F I S H E R 

56 Western Way, Sandy, Bedfordshire SCI9 IDI * 

Other instances of similar behaviour are noted on page 670. Eos 

Song by female Phylloscopus warblers: the influence of 'stress' As 
part of a comparative study of Phylloscopus warblers at Hydon Heath, Surrey, I 
endeavour to trap and ring all territorial male Chiffchaffs P. collybita by using a 
tape lure of normal song. On 28m March 1988, a male, first ringed in 1987 
(when known to have been bigamous), returned to his previous year's primary 
territory (sensu Lawn 1982), and by 2nd April was singing in his former sec
ondary territory; he subsequently sang daily in bouh territories. An unringed 
female was in the primary territory from 13th April, when copulation was 
observed. On 15th April, I attempted to retrap the male in this area in order 
to obtain biometric data. While erecting the net, I observed him singing and 
associating closely with what must have been the female (at this time of year, 
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all intruding males are actively driven from the territory: personal observations). 
The male was rapidly caught, and the tape switched off. During processing, I 
heard two phrases of typical Chiffchaff song close by and, on looking up, saw 
that these came from the female, still in the same bush as previously. No song 
was heard from this female for the remainder of the season. The pair subse
quently nested successfully (though the male remained unmated in his 
secondary territory). This record complements that of Taylor (1976), who, while 
unknowingly standing within a metre of the nest, observed what was 
presumed to have been a female Chiffchaff break into a brief song phrase. 
Further, in a similar situation to that reported above, Lawn (1984) noted weak 
song by a female Willow Warbler P. trochilus in response to an attempt to 
tape-lure her mate, who appeared to spend much time away from his terri
tory. 

These three records suggest that the conditions leading to song by female 
Phylloscopus warblers may be described as 'stressful'. Female song is usually 
associated with old age and inherent hormonal changes; since, in at least two of 
the three cases cited, the females were capable of producing fertile eggs, how
ever, this cause can safely be discounted. All three records are clearly linked 
by the 'stress' under which the female was placed. With Taylor's (1976) 
record, this was induced by the observer's proximity to the nest, that was 
under construction. In Lawn's (1984) record and my own, stress factors 
included the sudden presence in the territory of an 'invisible male' (i.e. the 
tape lure), coupled with the frequent absence of the cock (a result either of 
polyterritoriality or of some unknown factor). An attempt at song may perhaps 
be the female's response to these perceived threats. J . R . K I N G 

Edward Grey Institute of Field Ornithology, Department of ^oology, 

South Parks Road, Oxford 0X1 3PS 
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Crow predation in recently cut set-aside land In June 1992, as part of 
a study on the comparative feeding ecology of the chicks of Skylarks Alauda 
awensis on arable farmland, observations were made of Skylark nests in a field 
of one-year-old set-aside on an estate a few kilometres north of Fordingbridge, 
Hampshire. Other observations were made on other fields nearby. 

The field had been used for growing wheat, and had been harvested in 
August 1991. Since then, it had been left uncultivated to give a 'naturally 
regenerated' vegetation cover, composed of volunteer wheat plants, and many 
species of broad-leaved and grass weeds. 

One Skylark nest was found on 23rd June and contained five two-day-old 
chicks. The nest was visited twice daily to collect chick faecal material until 
25th June. On that day, the field was cut to a height of about 12 cm in com
pliance with the regulations governing the management of set-aside land. The 
nestlings survived die cutting, but almost immediately a group of about 200 
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crows Camus (mostly Rooks C.fmgikgus) descended on the field. As a result, the 
nestlings were eaten by the crows, as were the contents of four nests of Pheas
ants Phasianus colchicus, each with 12-14 eggs, that had also been recorded in 
this field. 

Three other Skylark pairs were observed to be carrying food items between 
one and three days before the cutting took place, although their nests had not 
been found. After die crow activity had subsided, no further feeding of chicks 
took place. 

Several other Skylark nests were located in a grass field on a nearby estate, 
near Wimbome St Giles, Dorset. That field was cut for silage in June. During 
mid July, two Skylark nests were found that successfully fledged three and four 
chicks respectively. A further four nests were found later in the month, two 
containing one-day-old chicks, and two containing three or four eggs. On 
20th July, the field was cut for silage down to a height of 5 cm. During cut
ting, all nestlings and eggs were destroyed by die cutting operation. 

The loss of Skylark production from these later nesting attempts in inten
sively managed grass fields cut for silage was probably unavoidable. A delay in 
cutting of set-aside land, until mid August, however, could reduce die impact 
of such disturbances and would seem to be a sensible way forward, given that 
the stated management aims of set-aside land are to enhance wildlife poten
tial, but it could exacerbate weed problems for farmers. Perhaps die potential 
of low-input cereal fields as wildlife habitat should be investigated, cut grass 
being poor habitat for Skylarks. 

J . G R Y N D E R U P P O U L S E N and N . W. S O T H E R T O N 

The Farmland Exobgp Unit, The Game. Consewang> Trust, Fmdingbridge, Hampshire SP6 IEF 

A gynandromorphic H o u s e Sparrow A breeding population of House 
Sparrows Passer domesticus occupies the buildings and yard of an agricultural 
merchants at Ash, near Canterbury, Kent. Until 1988, I habitually fed these 
birds during my lunch hour, using dieir proximity to make general observa
tions on behaviour. During 1985-88, this population twice contained leucistic 
individuals and also showed an apparently normal incidence of partial 
albinism. In June 1986, a puzzling individual appeared (fig. 1): when facing to 
the right, it showed the plumage features of a typical female, but occasional 
views of its left-side profile revealed distinctly male plumage characters on the 
head, throat, upper breast and median and lesser coverts; the bill appeared to 
be of the normal colour for a female House Sparrow, while the mantle 
showed a mixture of male and female coloration with a bias respectively 
towards each 'facial plumage side'. When viewed head-on, the sparrow 
displayed a bizarre division in facial plumage. The possibility that this may have 
been an immature male with a distorted pattern of moult can be discounted: 
the sparrow was present daily from early June to mid October, and developed 
its plumage fully to a recognisable male half and. a female half, most notice
ably so on the head and breast and wing-coverts. 

The sparrow was unobtrusive and did not take part in group displays with 
male sparrows. In conflicts over food, it was seen to be submissive to both 
males and females, and it tended to feed on the margins of the flock. After its 
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disappearance in mid October, I puzzled for some time over the nature of this 
bird, until a search of the available literature revealed the existence of the con
dition known as gynandromorphism, an abnormal variation producing visually 
half-male and half-female characters. On dissection, such individuals are 
shown to have both an ovary and a testis, and may display a full, distinct divi
sion into two halves, one with male and the other with female features. 

N . V . M C C A N C H 

Calf of Man Bird Observatory, c/o Juan Clague, Kionsluu, Plantation Hill, Port St 
Mary, Isle of Man 

Dr.J. D. Summers-Smith has commented as follows: 'This is an interesting record. Gynandro
morphism is a special category of intersex (bird showing characters of both sexes) in which then-
is an almost equal bilateral division of the sexual characters. Intersexes are themselves rare. ] 
know of only 28 published records for House Sparrows (Bird Banding 6: 11-15; Ibis 91: 304-306; 
Bull. Br. Orn. CI. 81: 119-124; Auk 94: 377-380; Mitt. zool. Mas. Berlin 56: Suppl. Ann. Orn. 4, 29-
31; Rev. Ecol. Ixitinoam. 1987, 1: 20-24). Only two of these are plumage gynandromorphs, one 
from the USA and one from Chile, with a further two skeletal gynandromorphs from the USA. 
In addition, there is a record from Sicily of a plumage gynandromorph of the Spanish Sparrow P. 
hispaniolensis (Iapichino & Massa, 1989, The Birds of Sicily). A female-plumaged House Sparrow that 
I saw in Guisborough, Cleveland, on 8th April 1972 had a black bill and was presumably an 
intersex, the blackening of the bill in the genus Passer being a male sexual character under 
hormonal control.' EDS 

Fig. 1. Gynandrbmorphic House Sparrow Passer domesticus showing male characteristics on left-hand 
side and female characteristics on right-hand side, Kent, July 1988 (M V. McCanch) 
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