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Great Auk Islands: a field biologist in the Arctic. By T i m Birk-
head. Illustrated by David Quinn. T. & A. D. Poyser, London, 1993. 
275 pages; 14 colour plates; 91 black-and-white plates; 36 line-drawings. ISBN 
0-85661-077-1. £22.00. 
The tide of this book is a double entendre, using the strict definition of that phrase: 'to have two 
meanings'. This is principally an account of the author's experiences studying seabirds, mainly 
Common Guillemot Uria aalge and Briinnich's Guillemot U. bmvm, on islands in the Canadian 
High Arctic and ofi' the coast of I^abrador. Sandwiched within this is a section devoted to the 
Great Auk Aka impennis. 

One of the islands visited in the course of the author's seven summers in Canada was Funk 
Island, off the coast of Newfoundland, the site of one of the two known breeding colonies of 
Great Auks on that side of the Atlantic. It was this that stimulated thoughts on how these birds 
actually lived, and there follows a fascinating survey of the existing, often rather skimpy, knowl
edge of their breeding biology, fleshed out with careful deduction and hypothesis based on the 
author's detailed studies of the two smaller auks. By assembling the available evidence from old 
accounts of the bird and adding his own scientific judgments, Tim Birkhead concludes that the 
young of Great Auks were precocial, leaving the nesting site within a few days of hatching. 
Among arguments he puts forward in favour of this theory is that it would relieve the flightless 
adults of the high energy expenditure of carrying food back to the chick in the nest, which in turn 
would have to be guarded by one of the parents. Perhaps surprisingly, the parallel with penguins, 
which do exacdy this, is not drawn. 

As an aside, I particularly liked the story that, because of the exceptionally high demand for 
Great Auk skins once they had become extinct, taxonomists at the Hancock Museum in Newcastle 
upon Tyne used to make up fakes using, among other bits and pieces, the wings of Razorbills Aka 
torda, which were almost exactly the right size. 

The details of the author's research on guillemots are presented in a most readable text, accom
panied by apposite photographs and excellent line-drawings, wrapped up in what is, essentially, a 
travelogue, detailing some of the perils as well as the enjoyment of moving around in a part of the 
world where communications and transport are often difficult or erratic, or both. The fisherman 
who took the author and other biologists out to one group of remote islands insisted on being 
paid on arrival at the islands. He never returned to pick them up. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book and can wholeheartedly recommend it, whether your interests 
are islands, the Arctic or, indeed, auks, great or small. M A L C O L M O G I I . V I K . 

Rare Birds in Britain 1992. By L. G. R. Evans. Evans, Litde Chalfont, 
1993. 167 pages; 16 colour plates; 28. line-drawings; 33 distribution maps. 
Paperback £9.95. 
This, I-.ee Evans's third annual labour of love, contains a remarkable number of rarity and scarce-
migrant records, gleaned from the various rare-bird information lines, county recorders and 
individual observers. 

Whilst his 'judge and jury' approach generally works well with the major rarities, the big 
question is: how accurate is the rest of the book? T o test this, I compared Rare Birds with my own 
county's annual publication, the high-quality Avon Bird Report. I discovered discrepancies with 32 of 
the 42 records which I found in the two publications. These largely involved differences with 
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dates, but Kvans missed 14 records published In the local report and included five that were 
either rejected by, or not submitted to, the local committee. This may not, of course, necessarily 
be an indictment of the author, since his book is only as good as the information received, but it 
does emphasise the size and difficulty of his task, 

Despite this, it is an attractive, well-designed and well-produced publication with some excellent 
colour photographs and distribution maps, while the author's own refreshing enthusiasm is readily 
apparent. From my point of view, its strong point is its analyses of the scarce migrants, which are 
not readily available in other publications (for example, who would have guessed that there were 
nearly 10,000 Pomarinc Skuas Siercomrim pomarmus reported in 1992?). 

I must admit that I feel uneasy about the increasing trend towards publishing unsubstantiated 
sightings, but, if one accepts that it is not definitive, then it can clearly be regarded as a useful and 
recommended supplement to the twitcher's library, and one that will no doubt continue to evolve. 
The author can certainly be congratulated on his hard work. KfilTM VtNlcov iBi ; 

The Kestrel. By Michael Shnibb . Hamlyn, London, 1993, 128 pages; 13 
colour plates; 4 colour illustrations; 21 line-drawings. ISBN 0-540-01278-5. 
Paperback £9.99. 
Not only is the Common Kestrel Fako tinnumulus the one raptor that everyone can easily see, it is 
also one of the best researched, having in recent years been subject to detailed studies in several 
parts of F,urope. This most recent book on the species provides a brief descriptive account which 
draws heavily on some of this research, and at the same time contains some of the author's own 
observations and some new analyses of nest records and ringing recoveries from the British Trust 
for Ornithology. 

'fhe layout of the book is fairly conventional, with chapters on races and distribution, habitat 
and population, food and hunting, territory and display, breeding, moult, roosu'ng, movements 
and mortality. In depth of treatment, the book lies somewhere between the Poyser volume on the 
Kestrel by Andrew Village (1990), which is the most, detailed and scientifically rigorous, and the 
popular and highly personalised account of the species by Gordon Riddle (1991). 

Michael Shrubbs's book is readable and succinctly written, and, by today's standards, 
reasonably priced. I. NEWTON 

T h e B l a c k R o b i n : s a v i n g t h e w o r l d ' s 
m o s t endangered b ird . By David Butler 
& D o n M e r t o n . (OUP, New York, 1992. 
294 pages, ISBN 0-19-558260-8. Paperback 
£ 1 9 . 5 0 ) Th i s is an a d v e n t u r e s tory, 
documenting the trials and tribulations of the 
successful (so far) rescue from extinction of the 
Chatham Islands Robin Petmica travasi. It has, 
in reality, been saved three times: first by the 
inaccessibility of its last refuge, little Mangcre 
Island, which remained free of rats, eats and 
other such ground predators; secondly by its 
not being recognised as a full species until the 
middle of this century, thereby avoiding the 
u n w a n t e d a t t en t ion of V ic to r i an bi rd-
collectors; and thirdly by the experimental 
translocation from Little Mangcre to Mangere 
Island and South East Island and fostering by 
other species, notably the (despite its name) 
closely related Tomt i t Pelroica macrocephala 
chathmmmis. 

The book is well written and well illustrated, 
and those not interested in the minutiae can 
easily skip the bits of scientific detail, for, 
although this is a complete history of the 

successful experiments, the story is told largely 
in narrative form. JTRS 

Camouf lage in Nature: changing colour 
for survival. By M a r c o Ferrari . (Prion, 
Ixmdon, 1993. 144 pages. ISBN 1-85375-113-8. 
£18.99) The large format (36 cm X 26 cm) 
allows the stunning photographs to be repro
duced at huge size for maximum impact. Un
fortunately, the subjects are almost invariably 
far too large, so that the camouflaged animal is 
perfectly obvious and its background is scarcely 
shown. How much better this book would 
have been had one needed to look at each 
illustration hard in order to find the camou
flaged creature. J T R S 

A B i r d w a t c h e r s ' G u i d e to S o u t h e r n 
S p a i n a n d G i b r a l t a r . By C l i v e F i n -
layson . I l lustrated b y M i k e Langman , 
(Prion, Perry, 1993. 89 pages. ISBN 1-87-1104-
033. Paperback £9.75) As with previous books 
in litis series (covering Morocco, Brit, Birds 83: 
292, Nepal, Brit. Birds 81: 675, and Seychelles), 
the layout and design arc crisp, clear and very 
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easy indeed to follow. As well as accounts of 
the best birding areas, with appropriate maps, 
there is excellent advice on how to travel, 
whether to hitchhike, dangers from theft, 
illness or bulls (and cows!), what weather to 
expect and what clothing to take. Don't dream 
of visiting this area without reading this book 
thoroughly beforehand and taking it with you. 

J T R S 

B i r d s o n L o w l a n d F a r m s . By P e t e r 
Lack. (HMSO, London, 1992. 140 pages. 
ISBN 0-85661-043-7. Paperback £14.95) This 
excellent book is about the impact of manage
ment of lowland farms (defined as those below 
300 m) on birds. It results from a collaboration 
between the British Trust for Ornithology, (he 
Joint Nature Conservation Committee and the 
Ministry- of Agriculture. The book aims to de
scribe what birds need and use in the farmland 
landscape, which factors are most important in 
deciding distribution and abundance, what the 
effects of different management practices are, 
and how management may be improved for 
birds within viable farming. 

Does it succeed? Yes! Each chapter includes 
management recommendations, and a final 
chapter lists eight general principles for man
aging farmland for the benefit of birds. The 
conflicts between conservation and the most 
profitable farming are firmly admitted and sen
sible compromises suggested. It is clear, well 
written and comprehensive, I recommend it 
highly. MICHAEL SHRUBB 

T h e Natural His tory of the Oak Tree . 
B y R i c h a r d L e w i n g t o n & D a v i d 
Streeter. (Dorling Kindersley, London, 1993. 
60 pages. ISBN 0-7513-0048-9. £12.99) Fungi, 
bugs , galls, beet les , m o t h s , the lot: all 
i l lus t ra ted in 60 paint ing-f i l led pages , 
knowledgeably annotated. A look-and-browse 
book. ' J T R S 

Whistl ing in the Dark: in pursui t o f the 
Night ingale . By R i c h a r d M a b e y . (Sin
clair-Stevenson, London, 1993. 120 pages. ISBN 
1-85619-176-1. £9.99) To quote the" author, 
'This book does not set out to be an ornitho
logical study . . . Whistling in the Dark is an 
episodic account . . . through the matted thick
ets of medieval poetry, adolescent romanticism 
and animal psychology, and the scrubby 
wastes where they overlap.' J T R S 

A Fie ld Guide to the Birds o f Borneo , 
Sumatra , Java and Bali: the Greater 
Sunda Is lands . By J o h n MacKinnon & 

K a r e n PhiHipps, wi th Paul Andrew & 
Frank Rozendaal . (Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, 1993. 507 pages. ISBN 0-19-854035-3 
(hblc); 0-19-854034-5 (pbk). Hardback £50.00; 
paperback £25.00) This guide illustrates all 
820 bird species of the Greater Sundas in 
colour for the first time, with 88 plates which 
are both attractive and generally accurate, 
despite some problems with scale (e.g. compare 
Garnet and Giant Pittas). Unfortunately, the 
concise text is frequently too superficial and 
the layout is rather wasteful of space: the 
species descriptions are often little more than 
extended plate captions, simply describing fea
tures which can be seen readily on the plates, 
with little detail on difficult plumages or 
comparison with similar species. Zoogeograph-
icaliy, it would have been useful to include the 
Malay Peninsula, which essentially shares the 
same avifauna. Nevertheless, this book is essen
tial for anyone visiting the region and will re
main the standard for some years. 

NICEI . RKHMAN 

T h e H a w k m o t h s o f t h e W e s t e r n 
Palearct ic . By A. R. Pi t taway. (Harley 
Books, Great Horkesley, 1993. 240 pages. ISBN 
0-946589-21-6. £55.00) This is another in the 
wonderful series of definitive volumes pub
lished by Harley Books. Produced in associa
tion with the Natural History Museum, this 
covers all 57 West Palearctic hawkmoths 
(Sphingidae), illustrated in colour by photo
graphs of mounted specimens (imagos) or by 
paintings (larvae). The book is dedicated to the 
memory of the late L. Hugh Newman (1909-
1993). ' J T R S 

T h e P e r e g r i n e F a l c o n , 2 n d e d n . B y 
D e r e k R a t c l i f f e . (T . & A. D . Poyser , 
London, 1993. 454 pages. ISBN 0-85661-060-?! 
£25.00) The classic monograph, first published 
in 1980 (reviewed Brit. Birds 74: 310-311), now 
updated especially in relation to the increase in 
numbers of Peregrine Falcon Falto peregrmus not 
only in Britain and Ireland but also in many-
other parts of its world range, and with the 
incorporation of much new information on the 
biology of the species. J T R S 

Bats o f Britain and Europe. By Wilfried 
S c h o b e r & E c k a r d G r i m m b e r g e r . 
C o n s u l t a n t E d i t o r D r R o b e r t E . 
S t e b b i n g s , (Hamlyn Publishing, London, 
1993. 224 pages . ISBN 0 -600-57965-4 . 
Paperback £8.99) One third of this field guide 
is devoted to the biology of bats in general and 
the rest to individual accounts of the 30 
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European species and an identification key. 
Illustration is almost entirely by means of 
photographs . T h e r e is relatively little on 
identification in the field (as distinct from in 
the hand), though there are sonagrams for 20 
species. Ranges are described, but there are no 
distribution maps. J T R S 

A Supplement to Distr ibut ion and Tax-
o n o m y o f B i r d s o f t h e W o r l d . By 
Charles G. Sibley & Burt L. M o n r o e . 
(Yale University Press, London, 1993. 108 
pages. ISBN 0-300-05549-8. Paperback £19.95) 
With 108 pages, densely packed with hundreds 
of amendments and corrections (everything 
from minor spelling mistakes to new splitting 
or lumping of species), this is an essential pur
chase for everyone owning and using the Sib
ley & Monroe tome (1990). The authors now 
recognise 9,699 species (in 2,063 genera). 

J T R S 

Puffins. By Kenny Taylor . I l lustrated by 
John Cox. (Whittet Books, London, 1993. 
128 pages. ISBN 1-873580-06-1. £7.99) One is 
bound to ask whether another book on the 
Puffin Fmlacula arctka is justified, but here the 
answer is 'Yes'. Could one say otherwise, when 
the author has spent years studying Puffins? 

This informative book is much enlivened by 
John Cox's illustrations, both serious (if one 
can say that about this bird), and cartoons, to 
which the Puffin admirably lends itself. If you 
do not have a book on Puffins, then buy this 
one, and make sure a friend who has yet to 
experience the thrill of a Puffin colony has one 
as well. DAVID SAUNDERS 

W h e r e to F i n d B i r d s i n N o r t h E a s t 
Queens land . By J o Wieneke . J o Wieneke, 
Belgian Gardens, Queensland, 1992. 124 
pages. ISBN 0-646-06975-6. Paperback 
AS 15.00) This bird-finding guide covers the 
areas a round and between Claims and 
Townsville. The first half is a guide to sites, 
which seems detailed and accurate, and in
cludes clear maps of each area. The second 
half comprises a systematic list, with a sentence 
or two about the status of each species, a very 
useful key lor identifying the northern rainfor
est possums (Phalangeridae) which are a high
light of any spotlighting trip and much easier 
to find than owls, a selected bibliography, and 
lists of cassette recordings, maps and guides. 
This excellent source of information for any
one visiting this part of Queensland is recom
mended. DAVID FISHER 

AUSO RECEIVED 
The Japanese Crane: bird of happiness. Revised edn. By Dorothy Britton & Tsiraeo Hayashida. 

(Kodansha International, Tokyo, 1993. 64 pages. ISBN 4-7700-1768-5. £22.50) 
Healing the Planet: strategies for resolving the environmental crisis. By Paul R, Ehrlich & Anne 

H. Ehrlich. (Surrey Beatrv, Chipping Norton (NSW), 1992. 366 pages. ISBN 0-949324-46-9. Paperback 
AJ22.00) 

Photographic Field Guide. Birds of Britain and Europe. 2nd edn. By Jim Flegg. Photographs by 
David Hosking. (New Holland, London, 1993. 256 pages. ISBN 1-85368-244-6. Hardback £14.99. ISBN I-
85368-263-2. Paperback £9.99) (Reviewed Brit. Birds 84: 31-32) 

The Birds of Cyprus. BOU Checklist No. 6. 2nd edn. By Peter Flint & Peter Stewart. (BOU, 
Tring. 1992. 234 pages. ISBN 0-907446-14-0. Hardback £22.50) (Reviewed Brit. Birds 76: 600) 

The Macmillan Field Guide to Bird Identification. 2nd edn. By Alan Harris, Laurel Tucker & 
Keith Vinicombe. (Pan Macmillan, London, 1993. 224 pages. ISBN 0-333-59280-8. Paperback £7.99) (Re
viewed Brit Birdt 82: 421) 

Born to Sing: an interpretation and world survey of bird song. Reprint. (Indiana University Press, 
Bloomington and London, 1973. 304 pages. ISBN 0-253-32729-6. Hardback £2830. ISBN 0-253-20743-6. 
Paperback £11.99) (Reviewed Brit Birds 6S: 403-404) 

Eric Hosking's Owls. 3rd edn. By Eric Hosking with Dr Jim Flegg. (Michael Joseph, London, 1993. 
171 pages. ISBN 0-7207-1601-2. Paperback £12.99) (Rcviewe'd Brit. Birds 75: 435) 

"Where to Watch Birds in Scotland. 2nd edn. By Mike Madders & Julia Welstead. (Christopher 
Helm Publishers, London, 1993. 313 pages. ISBN 0-7136-3704-8. Paperback £11.99) (Reviewed Brit. Birds 84: 
77-78) 

Newman's Birds of Southern Africa. 1991 update. 3rd edn. By Kenneth Newman. (HarperCollins, 
London, 1992. 480 pages. ISBN 0-00-219950-5. Paperback £14.99) (Reviewed Brit. Birds 78: 688-689) 

Florida Bird Species: an annotated list. By William B. Robertson Jr & Glen E. Woolfenden. 
(Florida Ornithological.Society, Gainesville, 1992. 260 pages. Hardback $22.95. Paperback SI7.95) 

A Birder's Guide to Wyoming. By Oliver K. Scott. (American Birding Association, Colorado Springs, 
1993. 246 pages. ISBN 1-878788-02-7. Paperback $14.95) 
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