
Reviews 
Migrants and Migration. By Peter Holden & Mike Langman. 
Hamlyn, London, 1994. 48 pages; 23 colour plates; many colour illustra
tions. ISBN 0-600-57964-6. £6.99. 
Aimed at 8-14 year olds, this book introduces the topic of migration to young ornithologists. 

Written by Peter Holden in a way that accurately deals with the subject whilst making it 
very readable, and superbly illustrated by Mike Langman, with some excellent photographs. 

Chapters cover every aspect of migration from its 'discovery' over 2,000 years ago, when 
Aristotle wrote with remarkable accuracy of the migration of Common Cranes Grus grus, 
through to the present-day dangers faced by migrating birds, as well as migration of other ani
mals, migration projects and much more. 

Bill Oddie, in his Introduction, admits that he could have avoided making mistakes as a 
young birder had he had books like this one, which is hardly surprising as, by fact per page, 
this is one of the best-value bird books around. So, if you are outside the age range for this 
book, why not buy it for a youngster you know. D A V I D PARNABY 

Birds of Australia: a summary of information. 4th edn. By J. D. 
MacDonald. Illustrated by P. L. Slater. Reed, Chatswood, 1993. 552 
pages; 24 colour plates; over 200 line-drawings; over 300 distribution maps. 
ISBN 0-7301-0385-4. Paperback £25.00. 
This is a new edition of a book originally published in 1973. It is a hybrid between a field guide 
and a handbook, being far too bulky to use in the field, but not containing anything like the 
amount of detail present in most handbooks. After an interesting chapter on the origin and 
structure of the Australian avifauna, the bulk of the book is taken up with species accounts. The 
24 colour plates by Peter Slater are pleasant enough, though anyone familiar with the artist's 
more recent work will be able to tell that they were painted more than 20 years ago. The book 
ends with 300 distribution maps (with between one and five species shown on each map). 

The preface acknowledges recent DNA-DNA hybridisation studies, but states that the new 
phylogeny and classification that has been proposed is unlikely to be generally adopted for some 
considerable time. This is presumably why the sequence and taxonomy of the species are 
unchanged in mis new edition, but unfortunately some of the English names used are now so out 
of date as to be thoroughly confusing. 

For example, how many birdwatchers who have visited Australia (or even live there) can 
recognise the following birds: Pediunker, Shoemaker, Yellow-faced Cormorant, Mangrove Heron, 
Grass Whistleduck, Lotusbird, Large Dotterel, Bartram Sandpiper, Beach Curlew, Red-sided 
Parrot, Naretha Parrot, Buff-breasted Pitta, Stagemaker? These are the only English names given 
for these species in the book and for this reason alone I cannot recommend it to anyone 
birdwatching in Australia. Even as background reading before a trip, it will do M e but confuse 
the reader. If ever there was a strong case for the standardisation of English names, this book is it! 

DAVID FISHER 

Bird Identification & Fieldcraft. By Ivan Nethercoat & Mike 
Langman. Hamlyn, London, 1994. 48 pages; 31 colour plates; many 
colour illustrations. ISBN 0-600-57963-8. £6.99. 
This book in the 'Hamlyn Young Ornithologists' Guide', series is excellent for anyone starting 
birdwatching, whether child or adult, because it has everything you need to know. It is very 
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detailed about fieldcraft, telling you all the things you should or should not do, what sort of 
equipment you need, what to wear and how to attract birds. The sections on identification 
and behaviour are very good as well. They tell you how important it is to get to know com
mon birds first which will help you identify other birds by their characteristic features and 
their 'jizz'. 

There are good diagrams naming the feathers and feather tracts, silhouette drawings of 
birds and bill shapes, and some paintings and photographs. There is a chapter on how to take 
field notes and make sketches of birds, another one on what to do to help birds, one on the 
importance of calls and song for identification, one on what type of birds to look for in differ
ent habitats, and another on how the weather affects migrating birds (a very good idea). The 
book is brilliant. I have never seen a beginners' book quite so detailed. T O M FlELDSEND 

The Fieldfare. By David Norman . Hamlyn, London, 1994. 127 pages; 
21 colour plates; 25 line-drawings. ISBN 0-600-57961-1. Paperback £9.99. 
This book is one of a new series of approachable monographs that are both attractively presented 
and attractively priced. There are numerous colour photographs, line-drawings and four full-page 
paintings. The author's experience of the Fieldfare Turdus pilaris stems from winter observations. 
He therefore draws heavily on published material, although the selected bibliography does not in
clude all references named in the text. 

Some of the figures and captions were a bit disappointing. Figures 2.1 and 2.2 (breeding and 
wintering areas and spread of breeding range) would have been much easier to follow in colour 
(as in Gosler's earlier book in this series, on the Great Tit Parus major). The growth curve in Fig. 
5.2 should have presented separately the .weights of chicks of wild birds and captive birds (no 
sample sizes given in either case). Fig. 7.2 is confusing in its presentation and does not distinguish 
between the times of year to which the recoveries refer. Fig. 8.1 would have been more interest
ing if actual capture dates and complementary data on weather had been incorporated. It is a 
pity that the author, while quoting extensively the work of others on, say, moult or feeding 
behaviour, presents few data of his own. 

That said, however, there is a great deal to commend in this book. The author has done a 
good job of pulling together and presenting in a readable way the wealth of often conflicting 
information on a bird that most know only as a colourful winter visitor. The book is a very ambi
tious venture by a person who obviously has a great feel for, and dedication to, the subject. The 
unusual breeding behaviour in particular will raise many questions in the reader's mind about the 
benefits or otherwise of communal breeding. The range of species that associate with colonies of 
Fieldfares may also come as a surprise. You will learn a lot from this book. N . PlCOZZI 

T h e B irds o f C a p e M a y . By D a v i d Sibley . New Jersey Audubon 
Society, Franklin Lakes, 1993. 150 pages; 21 line-drawings. Paperback, S9.95. 
David Sibley has produced an attractive, clear, compact and detailed account of the status and 
distribution of the 381 species reliably recorded in Cape May County, New Jersey, up to and 
including 31st December 1992. In line with many other guides of this nature, accounts of the 
more regular species include notes on habitat preferences, local variations in status, daily maxima, 
yearly fluctuations, historical changes, unusual records, and identifiable subspecies and forms. A 
mass of new information is lucidly described. Clear bar-graphs showing the seasonal abundance 
patterns of all the land-based species are grouped together at the rear; these also present the 
earliest and latest dates, and this works well. 

A separate chapter details each record of the 69 species defined as rarities. Unusual from a 
British perspective, a 'hypothetical list' gives information on a further 35 or 36 species claimed for, 
but not accepted on to, the county list. The status of a couple of exotic species precedes a fairly 
comprehensive and equally unusual 'wish list' detailing possible future additions to the area's 
already rich avifauna. (It does not include Cave Swallow Hirundo jufaa or Violet-green Swallow 
Tachycinela thalassina, nor, hardly surprisingly, North America's first Whiskered Tern Chlidonias 
hybridus, all added to the county list since the book's deadline.) Two maps and a 'bird-finding' site-
guide in the introduction, plus 21 excellent black-and-white line-drawings, add further to the 
value of this superb booklet—essential not only for anyone intending to visit this world-class 
birding site, but also for those wishing to know more about migration and vagrancy patterns 
along the American east coast. P A U L H O L T 
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