
REVIEWS 

Ornitholoski Atlas Slovenije. 
By Iztok Geister. Illustrated by Mark Hulme. 
DZS, Ljubljana, 1995. 287 pages; 31 colour plates; 219 line-drawings; 219 distribution maps. 
ISBN 86-341-1252-7. USS82.64. 

Zimski Ornitholoski Atlas Slovenije. 
By Andrej Sovinc. Illustrated by Slavko Polak. 
Tehniska zalozba Slovenije, Ljubljana, 1994. 452 pages; 192 line-drawings; 192 distribution 
maps. ISBN 86-365-0160-1. DM.100 [+ p&p]. 

These are The Atlas of Breeding Birds in Slovenia 
and The Atlas of Wintering Birds in Slovenia, 
based on fieldwork during the five-year periods 
1980-84 and 1986/87-1990/91, respectively. 

We in Britain are proud of our atlas 
achievements, based on fieldwork by 10,000-
15,000 observers. In the first year of the 
Slovenian Breeding Bird Atlas 18 observers took 
part, and in the five years of the project 174 of 
Slovenia's 244 10x10-km squares were 
surveyed; by the time of the Wintering Atlas, 
some 150 observers were involved and all but 
four of the squares were visited. These two 
complementary books display the results in the 
traditional form, with three sizes of dot. 

Iztok Geister's Breeding Atlas is the plusher 
of the two, and provides an excellent 
background to the pair of books by describing 
and illustrating (with excellent colour photo
graphs) many of Slovenia's varied habitats, with 
a 15-page English-language text, followed by a 
further 11 pages (also in English) on the 
historical background, organisation of fieldwork, 
recording method and a summary of the results. 
These sections are followed by the individual 
accounts, with one page devoted to each 
species, including a clear map (the basic outline 
shows forests in green, rivers in blue and the 
three sizes of dot in dark brown). These pages 
are greatly enhanced by line-drawings by Mark 
Hulme. Unfortunately, the species texts are 
wholly in the Slovene language (but the maps 
do 'speak for themselves' and tabular data for 
each species include not just the numbers and 
percentage of each size of dot, but also 
population estimates and categories of 
population change and range change). 

The much thicker Wintering Atlas devotes a 
double-page spread to each species, although 
the actual amount of text (again in the Slovene 
language) is approximately the same (the map 
is larger and so is the accompanying drawing of 
the bird). Of especial value to non-Slovene-
speaking readers will be the interpretive 
paragraph in English beneath each map. 

Distribution is shown by open blue circles on 
the grey-shaded outline map. For interpretive 
purposes, readers of this atlas will find two 
loose transparent overlays of great use: one 
shows January temperatures in ranges from 
-8°C to +4°C and the other 25 vegetational 
zones (although a little botanical knowledge 
may be needed to interpret, for instance, 
Ostryo-Quercetum pubescentis and Lazulo-Abkti-
Fagetum praealpinum). Andrej Sovinc's Winter 
Atlas lacks the long English-language summary 
concerning history and methodology, but both 
atlases state that they have followed the 
recommended procedures of the former 
European Ornithological Atlas Committee (now 
part of the European Bird Census Council). 

In summer, the most widespread species are 
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla, Blackbird Turdus 
merula and Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs. In winter, 
the most widely distributed are Great Tit Parus 
major, Chaffinch and Eurasian Jay Garmlus 
glandarius. 

The two authors, the organising committees, 
and the dedicated band of observers responsible 
for the fieldwork deserve our congratulations for 
these two excellent atlases. Anyone with any 
interest in European atlas studies or in the birds 
of Slovenia will wish to acquire both. 
J. T. R. SHARROCK 
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