
REVIEWS 

Collins Illustrated Checklist: birds of Eastern Africa. 
By Ber van Perlo. 
HarperCollins, London, 1995. 301 pages; 96 colour plates; 1488 distribution maps, ISBN 0-00-
219937-8. £14.99. 

Ber van Perlo is to be congratulated on this 
brilliant guide. There are colour illustrations of 
all 1,487 species recorded in Kenya, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia and 
Socotra Island up to 1993. Females and 
juveniles are often illustrated, as well as males. 
For every species, there is a distribution map 
which also shows status, and there are several 
lines of text on salient distinguishing features, 
habitat and vocalisations. 

Illustrations of closely related species are 
arranged one below the other. Inevitably, with 
so many species depicted, the illustrations are 
rather cramped, with 19 or 20, occasionally up 
to 25, on a plate. The text and maps are 

likewise cramped (older birdwatchers will need 
their reading glasses). Two bonus points are 
that the text for each species is opposite its 
illustration and that sensible numbering of the 
maps enables quick and easy referencing. 

This handy-sized guide fills a much-needed 
gap. It must be an essential item in the pocket 
of every birdwatcher bound for eastern Africa. 
My only regrets are that this guide was not 
available when I lived in Ethiopia in the 1970s 
and that I have not yet had the opportunity to 
test it in the field. Will separation of Cisticola 
species now be possible, using this book? 
STEPHANIE J. TYLER 

Songbirds of Turkey: an atlas of biodiversity of Turkish passerine birds. 
By C. S. Roselaar. 
Pica Press, Mountfield, 1995. 240 pages; 145 distribution maps, ISBN 1-873403-44-5. Paperback 
£24.00. 

Turkey is one of the countries most visited by 
ornithologists in the Middle East, yet it still has 
no contemporary avifauna. Whilst this book 
does not fill that gap, for breeding passerines 
it is the closest thing to it. Essentially, it is a 
clearly produced, comprehensive atlas of the 
distribution of song birds during the breeding 
season. But an atlas with a difference, for the 
maps detail range to subspecies level and are 
accompanied by informative texts on their 
identification. It will be, I am sure, a surprise 
to many that Turkey has, for example, six 
subspecies of Eurasian Jay Garmlus glandarius, 
four or five of White-throated Dipper Cinclus 
cinclus and five of European Nuthatch Sitta 

mropaea. The collector's gun and the well-
catalogued museums of the World have 
enabled this thorough treatment, though the 
data are much augmented by published field 
observations from over 100 years. 

It is a pity, however, that the author did not 
make an appeal for information from the 
many birdwatchers who now visit Turkey. I, 
for example, would have gladly provided my 
unpublished breeding records from my travels 
in the 1960s and 1970s. Nevertheless, this is a 
really useful book. Let us hope Roselaar will 
now produce one for non-passerines; I have 
heard rumours that he will. 
RICHARD PORTER 

Nature Quiz Book. By Michael Chinery. 
(HarperCollins, London, 1995. 215 pages. 
ISBN 0-00-220039-2. Paperback £3.99) A 
total of 2,100 trivial-quiz questions, arranged 
in sets of 20 per page (with the answers on the 
backing page in each case). BB readers with 
natural-history interests outside ornithology 
will probably be able to answer at least 50% of 
the questions easily, but very few are likely to 
do better than 90%. Good fun. 
JTRS 

A Photographic Guide to Birds of India 
and Nepal. By Bikram Grewal. (New 
Holland, London, 1995. ISBN 1-85368-588-7. 
Paperback £7.99) This slim, genuinely pocket-
sized guide is one of a new series of photo
graphic guides. 252 species are covered (less 
than 20% of the region's avifauna), with two 
species per page. Each species is given a single 
photograph and a tiny map with rather faint 
shading. The book is clearly aimed at the 
beginner or first-time visitor and would be of 

426 [Brit. Birds 89: 426-427, September 1996] © British Birds Ltd 1996 



British Birds, vol. 89, no. 9, September 1996 427 

little use to serious birders. The photographs 
are, however, generally of excellent quality and 
a useful reference. Contrary to its caption, the 
cover photo shows a Bay-backed Shrike Lanius 
vittatus. 
NIGEL REDMAN 

Birds of Botswana. By Kenneth Newman. 
(Southern Book Publishers Ltd, Cape Town, 
1989. ISBN 1-86812-194-1. Paperback 
£13,95) This book is strongly based on the 
author's well-known Newman's Birds of 
Southern Africa. Indeed, the illustrations all 
come from the latter, but have been re
arranged to exclude species not occurring in 
Botswana. Visitors to the country will certain
ly find this book useful, but probably no more 
so than the author's larger work. 
NIGEL REDMAN 

The Robin. By Mike Read, Martin King & 
Jake Allsop, (Blandford Press, London, 1995. 
128 pages. ISBN 0-7137-2584-2. Paperback 
£9.99) For the general public rather than for 
ornithologists, but well written, interesting 
reading and well illustrated with colour pho
tographs showing aspects of behaviour as well 
as pure portraits. 
JTRS 

A Photographic Guide to the Birds of East 
Africa. By Dave Richards. (New Holland, 
London, 1995. 144 pages. ISBN 1-85368-560-
7. £7.99) This little gem of a book is part of 
a very successful series from New Holland. A 
book of this size cannot be comprehensive, but 
it does offer a good selection of the commoner 
birds of the region, so will be very useful to 
first-time visitors. Apart from an immature 

Common Kestrel Fako tinnunadus labelled as 
'male', there appear to be no glaring errors, 
and the succinct texts nicely complement the 
high-quality photographs. Well worth buying. 
STEVE ROOKE 

A Photographic Guide to the Birds of 
Australia. By Peter Rowland. (New 
Holland, London, 1995. ISBN 1-85368-599-2. 
Paperback £7.99) This pocket-sized guide 
contains photographs, average-length texts 
and distribution maps of 251 Australian species 
considered to be those most likely to be en
countered by a novice birdwatcher in the most 
frequently visited parts of Australia. Although 
rather small, the photographs are of good 
quality and all appear to be correctly cap
tioned. For a European birdwatcher, this 
is an appetite-whetter, rather than a useful ref
erence for an Australian trip. 
DAVID FISHER 

Shrikes (Laniidae) of the World: biology 
and conservation. Edited by Reuven Yosef 
& Fred E. Lohrer. (Western Foundation of 
Vertebrate Zoology, Camarillo, 1995. Proc. 
WFVZ 6: 1-343. 343 pages. ISSN 0511-7550) 
The Proceedings of the First International 
Shrike Symposium, held at Archbold 
Biological Station, Lake Placid, Florida, USA, 
during 11th- 15th January 1993, including 60 
scientific papers arranged under evolution, 
systematics & biogeography; population status 
and trends; foraging ecology & habitat 
selection; reproductive ecology; captive 
breeding & techniques; and conservation & 
management. 
JTRS 

ALSO RECEIVED 
Where to Watch Birds in Eastern Europe. By Gerard Gorman. Paperback edn. (Hamlyn, in 

association with BirdLife International, London, 1994. 214 pages, ISBN 0-600-57976-X. 
Paperback £16.99) (Review: Brit. Birds 88: 117) 

An Atlas of Breeding Birds of Lancaster and District. Edited by Ken Harrison. (Lancaster & 
District Birdwatching Society, Preston, 1995. 132 pages, ISBN 0-9525871-0-6. Paperback 
£6.00) (Review: Brit. Birds 89: 198) 

Birds of Europe with North Africa and the Middle East. By Lars Jonsson. Paperback edn. 
(A & C Black, London, 1996. 560 pages, ISBN 0-7136-4422-2. Paperback £15.99)(Review: 
Brit. Birds 86: 23-24) 

The Mitchell Beazley Pocket Guide to Wild Flowers. By Peter Moore. Revised edn. 
(Mitchell Beazley, London, 1996. 192 pages, ISBN 1-85732-773-X. £7.99) 

The Mitchell Beazley Pocket Guide to Trees. By Keith Rushforth. Revised edn. (Mitchell 
Beazley, London, 1996. 192 pages. ISBN 1-85732-771-3. £7.99) 

Lijst van Nederlandse Vogels (Checklist of Birds of the Netherlands). 1996. Fifth edn. By 
A. B. van den Berg & C. A. W. Bosman. (Arnoud B. van den Berg, Santpoort-Zuid, 1996. 
75 pages. Paperback, A35.00) 

The Mitchell Beazley Pocket Guide to Butterflies. By Paul Whalley & Richard Lewington. 
Revised edn. (Mitchell Beazley, London, 1996. 168 pages, ISBN 1-85732-772-1. £7.99) 
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