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LETTERS
BREEDING RANGE OF
DARK-THROATED THRUSH
In the editorial comment following the
paper on the occurrence of a Dark-throated
Thrush Turdus ruficollis of the red-throated
race ruficollis in Essex (Smith et al. 1999), the
range of the black-throated race atrogularis
is said by Tony Marr, Chairman of the
BOURC, to include the Caucasus. I believe
this to be the perpetuation of an error:
the map in BWP vol. 5 for this species
(Cramp 1988: 972) indeed shows breeding 
in Armenia and Azerbaijan (strictly,
Transcaucasia), but, on first seeing this map
in the published volume, I considered that
an indication of breeding in that area was
almost certainly erroneous and Dr L. S.
Stepanyan of the Institute of Ecology and
Evolution in Moscow later confirmed this
(in litt.). Furthermore, claims of breeding
atrogularis there (and in northeast Iran)

were dismissed as unworthy of serious
consideration pending definite proof, and
‘ecologically incredible’ by Glutz & Bauer
(1988). The list of corrections in BWP vol. 6
(Cramp 1992) subsequently stated (p.723)
that both areas of breeding west of the
Caspian Sea should be deleted. Although
only a World map was included for T.
ruficollis (as a marginal West Palearctic
breeder) in the Concise BWP (Snow &
Perrins 1998), this consequently shows no
breeding, only wintering in the area
concerned, as does the map in Beaman &
Madge (1998). In contrast, the map
certainly, and presumably also the text with
its reference to ‘small isolated populations
in Armenia and Azerbaijan’, in Hagemeijer
& Blair (1997), derives from BWP vol. 5 and
thus did not take into account the
correction referred to above. 

For Armenia, the status of Dark-throated
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Thrush (atrogularis) has recently been
described as ‘rare migrant’ (Adamian &
Klem 1997), while information on
Azerbaijan supplied by M. Patrikeev for the
Concise BWP shows the species to be a
common migrant and winter visitor there
(abundant in some years in the southeast).
Importantly, there is no suggestion that
Dark-throated Thrush breeds (or has bred)
in either of these Transcaucasian republics.

The Western Palearctic breeding range of
atrogularis is hence restricted to a relatively
narrow belt in the Middle and Northern
Urals, including their western foothills
(Cramp 1988; Hagemeijer & Blair 1997).
There have also been frequent sightings,
but no confirmed breeding, in the valleys of
the Pechora and its tributaries, the Izhma
and Tsil’ma, farther west in northern
European Russia (Hagemeijer & Blair 1997).   

I am grateful to Dr D. W. Snow 
for reading through an earlier draft of 
this letter and encouraging me to submit it
for publication. I also thank Peter Clement
for sending me the relevant distribution
text from his forthcoming Thrushes: 
an identification handbook to the thrushes of
the World.                                   

M. G. Wilson, Alexander Library, EGI, Zoology
Department, South Parks Road, Oxford 
OX1 3PS
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THE MAASVLAKTE WARBLER
There is no doubt in my mind that the
mystery warbler caught and photographed
at Maasvlakte, Rotterdam, Netherlands,
on 3rd May 1989 (Brit. Birds 91: 190-191,
plates 56-62) was a Willow Warbler
Phylloscopus trochilus. The so-called 
large eye is an unreliable subjective
feature, not supported by any standard
measurements, and in my opinion not
striking at all. If anything, the size of 
the eye may be over-emphasised by the 
well-marked head-pattern. This pattern
is typical of Willow Warbler: the
combination of a dark eye-stripe, dark
lores, contrastingly pale supercilium and
slightly mottled ear-coverts do not fit 
any Hippolais. The pale tips and spikes 
on the inner primaries equally support 
the identification as a Phylloscopus.
Furthermore, the photographs seem to
show much more olive in the plumage
than one would expect in any of the 
small Hippolais. Last, but not least, the
identification as a Willow Warbler is fully
supported by all details of the wing-
formula and measurements.

The bird is too short-winged for P. t.
yakutensis. Only extremely large male
Willow Warblers can safely be attributed to
the race acredula, and this short-winged
individual could equally be a colour variant
of the nominate subspecies.

Gunter De Smet
(Chairman of Belgian rarities committee)
Edmond Blockstraat 9, B-9050 Gentbrugge,
Belgium

EDITORIAL COMMENT  
We received several other written and
verbal responses reaching the same
conclusion, and, in a circulation during
October 1998 to January 1999, the six
members of the Identification Notes
Panel also concurred with Gunter De
Smet’s identification of this bird as a
Willow Warbler.
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