
This competi-
tion requires

entrants to
submit their
field notebook
(or, in most
cases, note-
books) for the
current year, as
well as any
other more per-
manent records
of fieldwork.

The aim is to
encourage the accurate reporting of obser-
vations, so that today’s young birders
become the active BTO and local bird club
members (or, perhaps, even BTO, RSPB or
Wildlife Trust staff) of the future.

The standard of the winning entries was
as high this year as in other recent years,
but the number of entries was lower than
in 1998, and there was not a single entry in
the senior age-group (18-21 years). It seems
that the birdwatcher ’s notebook has
become unfashionable. To quote a former
Warden of Fair Isle Bird Observatory and

the current Curator of the Shetland Biolog-
ical Records Centre, Dr Roger Riddington:
‘… the number of birders who rarely carry
or never use a notebook astonishes me.
When I’m chasing up species descriptions
it irritates me no end that someone has
found a Great Snipe [Gallinago media] (for
example) but hasn’t taken any notes on it’
(Bird Watching, October 1999, page 113).
Hear! Hear! We hope that this competition
will help to encourage at least some young
birders to do better than their elders in this
respect.

The winners and runners-up this year
were as follows:
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YOUNG ORNITHOLOGISTS

OF THE YEAR

INTERMEDIATE
15-17 years 1st Jeremy Bird (16)  

Kent (91%)
2nd Robert Martin (17) 
Nottingham (73%)

JUNIOR
14 and under 1st Matthew Slaymaker (14)

Milton Keynes (84%)
2nd Saul Cowen (14) 
Wiltshire (67%)

Sponsored by

Brasher Boot Co.
BTO

Christopher Helm
Hamlyn

HarperCollins
New Holland
PanMacmillan

Pica Press
T. & A. D. Poyser

Swarovski
WildWings

To quote the judges, Jeremy Bird’s four
field notebooks included ‘excellent written
notes’ and ‘sketches of what the birds were
actually doing’. He was a much-travelled
observer, but nevertheless included obser-
vations and descriptions of common as
well as rare birds. Rob Martin’s three note-
books included sketches of birds in the
field which were ‘very good, neat and
“clean”’.

Matthew Slaymaker’s enthusiasm came
across in his five notebooks, which
included ‘lots of extra remarks and field
sketches’, with ‘observations of common
birds even on days when he “twitched”
rarities’. Saul Cowen’s notes mostly com-

prised lists, but with a commentary indi-
cating the birds’ activities or habitats.

Some examples of pages from the
winners’ and runners-up’s field notebooks
are shown overleaf.

The 2000 competition is open to anyone
living in Britain and Ireland who will be
aged under 22 on the closing date of 1st
September 2000. Entrants just need to send
their field notebook(s), and any other
records which they keep, together with a
note of their date of birth and a suitable
SAE for the return of their entry.

We hope that anyone knowing an
enthusiastic and talented young birder will
encourage him or her to use a field note-
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book and to submit it for this competition,
which carries an astonishing array of
prizes, courtesy of the 11 co-sponsors. The
major senior prize in 2000 will be a pair of
Swarovski 10x42EL binoculars.

J. T. R. Sharrock (BB), Adam Rowlands
(BBRC), B. A. E. Marr (BOU), Jeff Baker
(BTO), Robert Gillmor (SWLA) and David
Chandler (YOC), c/o Fountains, Park Lane,
Blunham, Bedford  MK44 3NJ

YOUNG ORNITHOLOGISTS OF THE YEAR

Jeremy Bird (Intermediate winner)

Robert Martin (Intermediate second)
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YOUNG ORNITHOLOGISTS OF THE YEAR

Matthew Slaymaker (Junior winner)

Saul Cowen (Junior second)


