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Rarities Committee news

The British Birds Rarities Committee is sponsored by Carl Zeiss Ltd.
Chairman: Colin Bradshaw, 9 Tynemouth Place,Tynemouth,Tyne & Wear NE30 4BJ

Secretary: M. J. Rogers, 2 Churchtown Cottages,Towednack, St Ives, Cornwall TR26 3AZ

Ken Shaw, as the longest-serving
member of BBRC, is due to retire
on 1st April 2002. Ken has been a
member of the BBRC since 1994
and has helped us considerably
with his wide knowledge of both
birds and observers. He has
taken a particular interest in
seabird records, and in the psy-
chology of birding and birders.
We are now seeking a replace-
ment with the usual attributes
required for membership of
BBRC. The prime qualifications
needed by of candidates are:

• a widely acknowledged exper-
tise in identification

• proven reliability in the field

• a track record of high-quality
submissions of descriptions of
scarce and rare birds to
county records committees
and BBRC

• considerable experience of
record assessment 

• the capacity to handle the sub-
stantial volume of work
involved in assessing upwards
of 1,000 records per year

• the capacity to work quickly
and efficiently
The BBRC is asking for nomi-

nations of individuals with these
attr ibutes and with a sound
working knowledge of birds and
birders in Scotland.

The BBRC’s nominee is John
Sweeney, who lives in Paisley, in
the west of Scotland, and has a
track record of regularly finding
rare birds in an area not well
known for its potential for
attracting vagrants. His bird-
watching is now almost exclu-
sively confined to Scotland,
although he has travelled
throughout Europe and Canada.
John gained a PhD for his thesis
on the sex life of the Wren
Troglodytes troglodytes, and has

a particular interest in gulls
Larus . He has an extensive
knowledge of Scottish observers,
and is one of the few Paisley
birders of his generation who
has not seen Cape May Warbler
Dendroica tigrina in Britain.

Other nominations, with a
proposer and seconder, and the
written agreement of the
nominee, should be sent to the
Chairman of the BBRC before 1st
January 2002, after which date a
voting slip and a list of candi-
dates with relevant details will
be sent to all County Recorders
and bird-observatory wardens.

For more information, tele-
phone Colin Bradshaw on 0191
2572389.

BBRC seeks new member with a knowledge of Scotland


