
Rarities Committee news 
New BBRC member 

The BBRC is delighted to 
announce that, following a recent 
ballot of county records commit
tees and bird-observatory wardens, 
organised by ACRE and BBRC, 
John Sweeney from Paisley, Strath-
clyde, has been appointed as the 
new member of the Committee, 
and will commence his duties on 
1st April 2002. 

John Sweeney was the BBRC's 
nominee in the election (see Brit. 
Birds 94: 550). John began birding 
in the Clyde and Forth areas in 
the 1970s and, like many others, 
he was an active twitcher in 
Britain during the 'boom period' 
of the 1980s. He has been a ringer 

for 15 years, and is well known to 
many birders in Scotland. 

John takes the place of Ken 
Shaw, who has been a member of 
the Committee since 1993, and 
who served on BOURC before that. 
Ken was very much the 'observer's 
man' on BBRC and had more than 
a passing penchant for amateur 
psychology, as anyone who has 
spent more than a couple of hours 
in a pub with him will know. 
During his term with BBRC, Ken 
greatly improved the public profile 
of the Committee. We wish him 
well in his 'retirement', during 
which, he says, he is looking 
forward to finding rare birds rather 

than just reading about other 
people's finds. 

BBRC is also indebted to Martin 
Grey, from Orkney, who was the 
unsuccessful candidate in this elec
tion. The result was very close, and 
we are quite sure that Martin will 
serve on BBRC in the future. 

We thank all county and bird-
observatory records committees for 
responding quickly to the ballot 
and, in particular, Judith Smith for 
her help in running this election. 
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