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BBRC says goodbye to birders’ favourites
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The number of records that the
BBRC assesses has grown rapidly,
while at the same time some
observers are becoming less willing
to submit descriptions for species
that they feel are ‘less’ rare. Fol-
lowing a consultation with County
Recorders and records committees,
and in order to control this
increasing workload, BBRC has
decided to remove a number of
Britain’s best-loved rarities from its
list as from 1st January 2006. For
all the species involved there have
been more than 200 records in
total and 100 or more in the last
ten years, and, in most cases, the
identification is relatively straight-
forward and well known.

The species that we will no
longer consider are as follows,
listed in decreasing order of the
number of British records between
1958, when BBRC was formed, and
the end of 2004: Arctic Redpoll
Carduelis hornemanni, White-
winged Black Tern Chlidonias leu-
copterus, Red-footed Falcon Falco
vespertinus, Subalpine Warbler
Sylvia cantillans, Red-rumped
Swallow Cecropis daurica, Alpine
Swift Apus melba, Rustic Bunting
Emberiza rustica, Red-throated

Pipit Anthus cervinus, Greenish
Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides,
Wilson’s Storm-petrel Oceanites
oceanicus, White-rumped Sand-
piper Calidris fuscicollis, Black Kite
Milvus migrans, Ferruginous Duck
Aythya nyroca, Dusky Warbler Ph.
fuscatus, Great White Egret Ardea
alba, Radde’s Warbler Ph. schwarzi
and American Golden Plover Plu-
vialis dominica. We will, however,
continue to consider rare races of
the above species, such as the
eastern race albistriata of Sub-
alpine Warbler and ‘Two-barred’
Greenish Warbler Ph. t.
plumbeitarsus.

If these species had been
excluded from the 2004 BBRC
Report, this would have meant a
reduction of around 300 records.
These records will not be lost,
however, as county and regional
bodies such as the Scottish Birds
Rarities Committee and the Welsh
Rarities Panel will continue to use
high standards to assess them, and
they will be published in a
revamped Scarce Migrants Report.
Removing species from the list of
species that we consider has, of
course, happened previously :
Aquatic Acrocephalus paludicola,

Pallas’s Leaf Ph. proregulus and
Yellow-browed Warblers Ph. inor-
natus, Cory’s Shearwater Calonec-
tris diomedea, and Richard’s Anthus
richardi and Tawny Pipits A.
campestris were all once considered
‘official’ rarities, and yet these are
still exciting finds. The fears that
such birds lose their interest to
birders has proven unfounded and,
in the case of both Tawny Pipit and
Aquatic Warbler, a case for a return
to the list might be made; BBRC
will continue to monitor species
via the Scarce Migrants Report.

County records committees
now have the capacity to assess
these records, and are probably in a
better position to chase up those
records which are not submitted.
With counties taking on the extra
responsibility for the assessment of
the species listed above, BBRC can
devote more time to the assessment
(and development of criteria for
the identification and assessment)
of difficult rare taxa.

Announcements

Rare Breeding Birds Panel seeks new Secretary
After 13 years of distinguished service, Malcolm
Ogilvie will shortly be standing down as Secretary of
the Rare Breeding Birds Panel. We are therefore looking
for a new Secretary, to take over in spring 2006. If you
are interested in taking on the role and believe that you
are qualified to do so, please contact RBBP Chairman
Ken Smith (RSPB, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire
SG19 2DL; e-mail: ken.smith.research@rspb.org.uk)
or visit the Panel’s website: www.rbbp.org.uk

We are looking for a well-respected, experienced
and knowledgeable member of the ornithological com-
munity who would command the respect and trust of
Recorders, Raptor Groups, organisational partners and
others providing highly sensitive data on rare breeding

birds. The self-employed post is paid on a part-time
basis and involves around 60 days’ work per year with
funding for additional clerical support. Duties include
liaison with Recorders and other records providers,
compilation of data, maintenance of a confidential
database, representation of the Panel at meetings and
production of annual reports, including those pub-
lished in BB. Some travel is involved. It is essential that
the affairs of the Panel be handled with discretion and
a high level of integrity, and suitable candidates are
likely to have considerable experience of birds and bird
conservation in the UK, be strong networkers, and to
understand the issues surrounding records of rare
breeding birds.



The policy of British Birds regarding the implementa-
tion of taxonomic changes has been to adopt all new
recommendations made by the BOURC’s Taxonomic
Sub-committee (TSC). For taxa that are outside the
remit of the TSC, British Birds usually adopts taxo-
nomic recommendations made in the reports of the
Association of European Rarities Committees (AERC).
During 2005, the TSC proposed a series of recommen-
dations, which British Birds will embrace from 1st
January 2006. These recommendations include some
changes at the species level, brought about by taxo-
nomic splits (listed in Appendix 1), and changes to
generic and scientific names (listed in Appendix 2).
Further details surrounding the justification and back-
ground to these decisions can be found in Ibis 147:
821–826, or online at http://www.blackwell-
synergy.com/doi/full/10.1111/j.1474-919X.2005.00483.x

Introduced at the same time were a number of rec-
ommendations regarding species currently held in Cat-
egory C of the British List, i.e. species that, although
introduced, now derive from the resulting self-sus-
taining populations. An explanation of these changes
can be found in Ibis 147: 803–820, or online at
ht tp : / /www.b l a ckwe l l - s ynerg y. com/do i / f u l l /
10.1111/j.1474-919X.2005.00470.x

British Birds maintains a list of the birds recorded
within the boundaries of the Western Palearctic, which
can be downloaded from the BB website
(http://www.britishbirds.co.uk/bblist.htm); this list is
now fully updated to take account of all the latest
changes proposed by the BOU.

Appendix 1. Changes to the existing list:
new names resulting from taxonomic splits.

Canada Goose Branta canadensis is now treated as two
separate species: Greater Canada Goose B. canadensis
(polytypic, with races canadensis, fulva, interior, maxima,
moffitti, occidentalis and parvipes) and Lesser Canada
Goose B. hutchinsii (polytypic, with races hutchinsii,
leucopareia, minima and taverneri).

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra is now treated as two
separate species: Common Scoter M. nigra (monotypic)
and Black Scoter M. americana (monotypic).

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca is now treated as two

separate species:Velvet Scoter M. fusca (monotypic) and
White-winged Scoter M. deglandi (polytypic, with
subspecies deglandi and stejnegeri).

Little Shearwater Puffinus assimilis – North Atlantic taxa are
now treated as specifically distinct from Little
Shearwaters of the southern hemisphere.The newly
recognised species is North Atlantic Little Shearwater 
P. baroli (polytypic, with subspecies baroli and boydi).

Herring Gull Larus argentatus is now treated as three
separate species: Herring Gull L. argentatus (polytypic,
including the races argentatus, argenteus and, for the time
being at least, smithsonianus and cachinnans),Yellow-
legged Gull L. michahellis (polytypic, including the races
michahellis and atlantis) and Armenian Gull 
L. armenicus (monotypic).

Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla is now treated as two separate
species: Firecrest R. ignicapilla (polytypic, with subspecies
ignicapilla and balearicus) and Madeira Firecrest 
R. madeirensis (monotypic).

Appendix 2. Changes to the existing list:
new generic or scientific names proposed by the BOU.
Booted Eagle Aquila pennata (formerly Hieraaetus pennatus)
Bonelli’s Eagle Aquila fasciata (formerly Hieraaetus fasciatus)
Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila adalbertii (formerly A.

adalberti)
Aleutian Tern Onychoprion aleutica (formerly Sterna aleutica)
Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscata (formerly Sterna fuscata)
Bridled Tern Onychoprion anaethetus (formerly Sterna

anaethetus)
Little Tern Sternula albifrons (formerly Sterna albifrons)
Saunders’s Tern Sternula saundersi (formerly Sterna

saundersi)
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica (formerly Sterna nilotica)
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia (formerly Sterna caspia)
Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica (formerly Hirundo

daurica)
Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota (formerly Hirundo

pyrrhonota)
Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi now a monotypic species

(formerly A. novaeseelandiae, polytypic)
Azure Tit Cyanistes cyanus (formerly Parus cyanus)
Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus (formerly Parus caeruleus)
Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus (formerly Parus cristatus)
Coal Tit Periparus ater (formerly Parus ater)
Sombre Tit Poecile lugubris (formerly Parus lugubris)
Willow Tit Poecile montana (formerly Parus montanus)
Marsh Tit Poecile palustris (formerly Parus palustris)
Siberian Tit Poecile cinctus (formerly Parus cinctus)

As always, this competition, estab-
lished in 1976, seeks to recognise
the best and/or the most scientifi-
cally interesting bird photographs.
Preference is given to photographs
taken in the Western Palearctic
(Europe, North Africa and the
Middle East), but those of species
on the Western Palearctic List
taken anywhere in the world are
also eligible. Up to three images,
each taken during the previous
year (in this case 2005), may be

submitted by each photographer.
As in the past two years, both
transparencies and digital images
are acceptable. For full details of
the rules (essential for those who
wish to submit digital photos) and
this year’s sponsorship, visit our
website (www.britishbirds.co.uk),
or write to British Birds (BPY), The
Banks, Mountfield, Robertsbridge,
East Sussex TN32 5JY, enclosing a
stamped, self-addressed envelope.
This year, for the first time, an
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additional category, with prizes,
will be available for the best digi-
scoped entry.

The closing date for entries
will be 28th February
2006 and, as in previous
years, the winning entries
will be exhibited at the

British Birdwatching Fair in 
August, where the awards

will be presented.

Bird Photograph of the Year 2006

Changes to the British Birds list of birds of the Western Palearctic


