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Report on the Immigration of Summer-residents in the 

Spring of 1912 ; also Notes on the Migratory Move
ments and Records received from Lighthouses and 
Light-vessels during the Autumn of 1911. By the 
Committee appointed by the British Ornithologists' 
Club (forming Vol. XXXII. , Bull. B.O.C.). 18 Maps. 
Witherby & Co. 6s. net. 

As we have remarked in a previous notice, these yearly 
Reports (of which this is the eighth) become more and 
more valuable by continuity of observation on the same 
lines. But in addition to this the present Report is even 
fuller than previous ones, and this says much for the 
keenness of observers, as well as for the untiring labours 
of the Committee whose task it is to collate and report on 
the mass of observations. 

March, 1912, was exceptionally mild, and the weather 
during this month as well as in April and May was favour
able to migration, " consequently . . . individuals of many 
species arrived in various parts of the country on unusually 
early dates." The weather in the autumn of 1911 was also 
so favourable to the birds that they were not " held up ," 
and consequently moved away so gradually as to make 
observation difficult. The winter of 1911-12 was chiefly 
remarkable for the " invas ion" of Little Auks, which was 
well recorded in our pages, and of which a condensed report 
is given. Other observations of special interest which have 
not been previously referred to may here be mentioned. 

The Lesser Whitethroat (Sylvia c. curruca) is recorded 
from Cumberland, Northumberland, and Anglesey in May, 
1912. A considerable oversea immigration of Stonechats 
occurred at the South Foreland Light on February 24th-
25th, while fourteen were killed at the Morecambe Bay 
Light-vessel on May 5th-6th. A Nutcracker (Nucifraga 
caryocalactes ? subsp.) is recorded from Broome (Kent), 
about October 9th, 1911, at the time when several were 
reported (c/. B.B., Vol. V.). A Golden Oriole (Oriolus o. 
oriolus) was seen near Scarborough (Yorks.) on July 9th, 
1911, and another duringthe summer and until August 28th, 
at Cusop (Hereford). A Red Grouse (Lagopus I. scoticus) 
was killed on Bardsey Island (Carnarvon) on April 
20th.—H.F.W. 
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The Peregrine Falcon at the Eyrie. By Francis Heatherley, 

F.R.C.S. " Country Life " Library, pp. 78, Demy 4to. 
5s. net. 

Our Common Sea-Birds. By Percy R. Lowe, B.A., M.B., 
etc. " Country Life " Library, pp. 310, 4to. 15s. net. 

THESE two volumes of the " Country Life" Library are 
chiefly notable for the beauty of their photographic illus
trations, which are admirably printed, with the text, on 
glossy " art " paper. In some ways this is an objectionable 
arrangement, as the print on the highly-glazed paper is 
trying to read, and one cannot turn over a page devoted 
to an illustration which intervenes, perhaps in the middle 
of a sentence, without admiring the photograph, and thus 
losing the thread of the narrative. 

Dr. Heatherley's book is the more important to the serious 
student. I t is based on notes made during three successive 
springs at the same eyrie, and while there is much informa
tion which will be of interest to photographers, we are also 
given a very complete account of the methods and times 
of feeding the young and the nature of the food, and much 
concerning the temperaments of the parent-birds. The 
style of the narrative is somewhat monotonous if at times 
highly colloquial, while the head-lines to the pages are so 
absurdly phrased as to be much more fitting to a book of 
nursery rhymes than one of Natural History. The author 
writes of the two smaller birds of the four young as 
" males"; but of this he appears to have no proof, and it 
seems more likely that these two were the last hatched 
than that they should show so marked a sexual difference 
in size when only a few days old. The most interesting 
point brought out in the text is, perhaps, that the male 
Falcon attended chiefly to the young, while the female did 
most of the hunting and brought the quarry to the tiercel, 
but it would be unwise to give this observation general 
application owing to the fact that there was a "hiding-
shed " quite near the eyrie and that the female was very 
shy while the male was very bold. Dr. Heatherley makes 
some exaggerated remarks about the " official ornithologist," 
under which term apparently he includes all those who are 
not content to study merely the living bird. Anyone who 
collects either birds or eggs is to him anathema, while 
subspecies-making is one of the " saddest features of 
modern ornithology." In fine, our author would have us all 
study birds in his own way and no other. Yet he cannot 
say from his own knowledge whether the male or female 
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Peregrine Falcon is the larger—and he is evidently very-
anxious to know. But Dr. Heatherley's ignorance of 
scientific ornithology and consequent failure to discriminate 
between useful and useless collectors, may well be forgiven 
for the sake of his superb photographs, most of which are 
not only most beautiful, but at the same time portray 
actions and poses which it is valuable to have recorded. 

Dr. Lowe is eminently fitted, by reason of his many 
cruises and facile pen, to give a popular account of sea-
birds. In the book under notice (which is the first of two 
volumes on the subject) he appears, however, to be labouring 
somewhat at a disadvantage, as Athe numerous photographs 
are rather obviously the raiaon d'etre of the book, and occupy 
considerably more space than the letterpress. As a con
sequence, perhaps, of this arrangement the letterpress, 
though pleasant and informing, is somewhat lacking in 
originality. But Dr. Lowe is not responsible for the whole 
book, a good many chapters being provided by a number 
of other writers. Amongst these Mr. W. B. Ogilvie-Grant 
discusses the sequence of plumages in the Cormorant, and 
reiterates his opinion that the birds with white breasts are 
invariably birds in their first year, and that in the second 
year the breast is " glossy-black, more or less mottled with 
white." Notwithstanding Mr. Grant's assertions to the 
contrary, we venture to say that it will be found on 
further investigation that a Common Cormorant with 
a white breast is not necessarily a bird in its first year's 
plumage. H.F.W. 
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