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REVIEWS. 
LOCAL REPORTS. 

Transactions of the Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists' Society, 1935. 
T H E Report of the Committee for Wild Bird Protection is very full this 
year and gives a good account of the main ornithological events in the 
county. Notes by Major A. Buxton on the behaviour of a pair of 
Water-Rails at the nest are of considerable interest and these are illus
trated by excellent photographs. The deplorable destruction of 
Harriers which has already been recorded is set forth as well as Mr. 
Vincent's opinion of their effect on other bird-life. Bearded Tits were 
extremely plentiful. At Hickling a Temminck's Stint was noted on 
May gth, an immature Sabine's Gull on September 19th, a bird which 
Mr. Vincent identified as a female Rustic Bunting on April 28th and 
an Alpine Swift on September 3rd. In Mr. Cadman's report on Breck-
land we find tha t Stone-Curlews are still clinging to their ancestral 
breeding grounds, and nesting in numbers took place in fairly dense 
plantations (Professor Newton recorded tha t a pair resorted to a spot 
a t Elveden long after it had become the centre of a flourishing wood). 
A Snipe's nest was also found in a plantation three years old, and a 
Ringed Plover and a Lapwing nested successfully in forestry nurseries. 
In his report on the Kelling-Salthouse-Cley area Mr. Garnett mentions 
a Firecrest a t Kelling in January and February, a Willow-Tit nesting 
a t Kelling (there are few records for Norfolk), and an unusually large 
migration of Swifts at the end of August. A Red-spotted Bluethroat 
was seen by the watcher on May 29th. Dr. Long records seeing a Hooded 
Crow not fully fledged on the dunes at Horsey on June 4th and fifteen 
Avocets (which remained some days) in August at Breydon. 

In another paper Dr. Long gives a very useful historical account of t he 
Norfolk sanctuaries. 

The London Naturalist, 1935. 
T H I S contains the usual careful account contributed by a large number 
of observers on " Birds in the London Area." Amongst these distribu
tional notes-there is a Grey Wagtail nesting at Elmers End (Kent), a 
Stone-Curlew in Richmond Park on April 14th, Grey Phalarope a t 
Staines in September and Barn Elms in November, and several records 
of Scandinavian Lesser Black-backed Gulls on the Thames. 

This volume also includes a Great Crested Grebe Report for the area 
by Mr. P . A. D. Hollom, an interesting point in which is the importance 
of gravel pits to these birds. In 1931 there were six pairs in gravel pits 
and in 1935 sixteen pairs. Unfortunately, as Mr. Hollom remarks, in 
many cases this accommodation for nesting Grebes is only temporary 
as the pits are often filled in with rubbish and even built over. 

Dr. J. Berry contributes " An Identification Key to British Grey 
Geese " in which some as yet not generally accepted ideas about the 
Bean-Geese are summarized. 

South-Eastern Bird Report, 1935. 
T H I S is the second annual issue of a Report which was instituted and 
is edited by Mr. Ralph Whitlock. Originally it included the whole of 
Hampshire, Sussex, Kent and Surrey, but this year it wisely omits 
those parts of the two last-named counties which are covered by the 
London Natural History Society. In noticing the first Report we 
ventured to criticize some of the records and to suggest t ha t Mr. 
Whitlock might obtain expert assistance in various parts of the area 
and this he has now done. Besides the more usual tables of arrival and 
departure dates of migrants, the Report contains a number of tabulated 
records on song, which should prove a useful feature if continued and 
amplified. Among the " County Notes " arranged systematically, we 
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find a full report on. the movement of Jays in Hampshire, a number of 
notes on the immigration of Crossbills, occurrences of Waxwings in 
March and April in Hampshire, a Dartford Warbler in the Dungeness 
area in January, a Whinchat at Sandwich Bay on November 3rd (a very 
late date), a record from Rorasey of young Swallows in nests under a 
corrugated iron roof suffering from intense heat and many falling to the 
floor below and dying, a Garganey breeding in S.E, Hampshire, a 
report of a Bittern said to have nested near Lymington in 1934 b u t 
this being without details is valueless, also a report of a Dunlin breeding 
near Havant in 1932, an egg being identified by two experts cannot be 
accepted without further information ; a number of notes of Black-
tailed Godwits, several occurrences of Grey Plover in Sussex a t the end 
of May, and a record of a Caspian Tern, whose distinctive features are 
described, near Deal on November 15th, a remarkably late date for 
an occurrence of this species. 

The Report is well put together and contains an unusually large 
number of notes and though some are of a trivial nature, many are of 
interest and value. 

Report of the Cambridge Bird Club, 1935. 
T H I S Report is severely restricted on account of expense as the Club is 
still handicapped by a debt on the production of the Birds of Cambridge
shire. There is a short list of more important birds observed, including 
a Water-Pipit on the Sewage Farm on March 26th, the Yellowshank 
already recorded in our pages (antea, Vol. XXVII , pp. 357-8, Vol. 
XXIX, p. 123), which first arrived on March 29th, 1934, was frequently 
seen in 1935 from mid-March to April 21st and again in September up 
to the 13th but not since, the Common Pochard bred again in Barwell 
Fen and a Little Gull was seen on the Sewage Farm on April 16th. 

Report on Somerset Birds, 1935. 
ANOTHER excellent county Report. More records are given of tree-
nesting Ravens, an extension of the Buzzard's range is chronicled and 
a Garganey is reported on the R. Axe in September. 

Special attention has been paid to the number of Ducks and Grebes 
visiting Barrow Reservoirs, careful counts being made on a number of 
occasions. A large number (1,200) of Pochard at the end of the year was 
remarkable, while huge flocks of Teal were reported off Brean Down in 
January. 

Special reports are made on the birds selected for the year by the 
British Trust for Ornithology, viz., Redstart, Great Spotted Wood
pecker and Common Pochard (not yet definitely recorded as breeding). 
The Report also contains a careful description of the appearance, 
flight and notes of the Barrow Pectoral Sandpiper (antea Vol. XXIX. , 
pp. 183-5). 

Ornithological Record for Derbyshire, 1934-5. 
I N this Report we find notes of a pair of Waxwings in November, 1935, 
near Ambergate, Whooper Swans at Coombs Reservoir, a Grey Phala-
rope at Cromford in September and we are glad to hear of a number of 
Blackcock in North Staffordshire and that the bird still exists on the 
Derby-Stafford borders. 

Ornithological Notes, 1933-4 (Transactions of the Cardiff Naturalists 
Society). 

T H E S E notes, though brief, contain some important distributional 
records and among these we may mention a Hooded Crow at Neath in 
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April, 1934 (a rare bird for Glamorgan), a pair of Cirl Buntings in the 
Vale of Glamorgan on May 26th, 1934, five Barnacle-Geese at Whitford 
Burrows in December, 1933, and one in February, 1934 (first definite 
record for Glamorgan (antea, Vol. XXVII , p. 359), an Avocet in 
Gower on June 8th, 1934 ( t n e n r s t recorded for a century), two Gar-
ganeys in August, 1934, an("- a Grey Phalarope in September, 1933, 
just over the border in Monmouth. 

Report of the Oxford Ornithological Society on the Birds of Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire, 1934. 

T H I S Report arrived late in 1935 and has been overlooked. I t is full 
of useful details, well arranged and edited. Among the systematic notes 
we may mention : the finding of Wood-Larks nesting on the Oxfordshire 
Chilterns ; an example of Phylloscopus t. eversmanni obtained at 
Midgham on May 3rd and identified by Dr. C. B. Ticehurst to whose 
judgment we submit ; an adult Night-Heron was shot near Deddington 
(Oxon) on September 29th ; the autumn was remarkable for the 
number of Ruffs seen at the Reading Sewage Farm, while one was seen 
on February 25th ; a Wood-Sandpiper was seen a t the same place on 
April 12th and two on September 10th ; two Little Gulls were observed 
a t the same place on September 6th. 

Special investigations were made into the status of the Brambling. 
A census of Kingfishers was made on the Thames and its tributaries 
within the boundaries of the three counties, from which it would appear 
tha t there was a pair on the average about every two miles. A survey 
of Nightjars was also undertaken with interesting results. This Report 
also contains an article by P. J. Campbell with a list of birds which have 
been observed on Port Meadow. 

Transactions of the Hertfordshire Natural History Society and Field Club, 
Vol. XX, Part II. 

This part contains a number of contributions of ornithological interest. 
In Mr. C. Oldham's " Reports on Birds " for 1933 and 1934 there are 
many items worthy of note. The 1934 Report gives an account of the 
effect on birds of the drought and the drying up of the Tring and Elstree 
reservoirs and at the former the subsequent growth of vegetation which 
attracted flocks of various kinds of Finches while Ducks, Grebes and 
Coots suffered, and wading birds were attracted by the uncovered mud. 
Amongst the latter we notice occurrences in both years at Tring of 
Ruffs, Wood-Sandpiper and Greenshank and in 1934 °i Grey Plover, 
Turnstone, Sanderling and Curlew-Sandpiper. Quite unusual*numbers 
(up to 300) of Teal were present in these reservoirs both in the early 
and autumn months of 1934 owing to the dwindling waters. A Great 
Northern Diver was seen at Elstree by Mr. Lloyd at the end of October, 
1934. Miss Walters contributes some brief but useful notes on the 
breeding of Red-backed Shrikes and there are other good field notes. 

Besides the reports this volume contains short articles by Mr. Bertram 
Lloyd on " The Diving of the Shoveler", "A Garganey Duck at Elstree " 
and " N o t e s on the Behaviour of the Great Crested Grebe", while 
Dr. N. F . Ticehurst contributes an authoritative historical article on 
" T h e Mute Swan in Hertfordshire". 
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