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REVIEWS. 
A Revised List of the Birds of Oxfordshire. By W. B. Alexander. Printed 

for the Oxford Ornithological Society, 1947. Price 2s. 
_ It is possible that in recent years too much emphasis has been thrown on the 

differences between species and sub-species. They have been treated separately 
and this has tended to create a wrong idea of the nature of a sub-species. 
Mr. Alexander gives a list of 251 species for Oxfordshire (compared with 241 
recorded by Aplin in 1889) and refers appropriately to sub-species, such as those 
of Redpoll, Chaffinch, Song-Thrush etc., in the paragraph dealing with the 
species to which they belong. The order of the species and their specific names 
are taken from Peters' Check List, so far as it has been published. The use of 
this order, which begins with the divers and ends with the finches, will puzzle 
those who are accustomed to the Handbook or its German equivalent, and 
makes one realize the need for a world-wide agreement on classification and 
nomenclature, if ever the bewildered amateur is to have an easy mind. 

Considering that Oxfordshire contains few lakes or reservoirs of size, the 
number of waterfowl, waders and sea-coast birds in this list is considerable. 
The Thames valley, with, in places, wide areas subject to flooding, such as 
Port Meadow, secondly the lake at Blenheim, and thirdly a seductive sewage-
farm at Sandford, account for most of these. Among the less common birds 
that breed in the county are Marsh-Warbler, Woodlark, Wryneck, Hobby and 
Stone-Curlew, and the whole list provides evidence of the wide-spread interest 
taken in the birds of the county by members of the Society for whom it is 
published. A.W.B. 

Records of Buckinghamshire. Centenary number of the Architectural and 
Archaeological Society for the County of Buckingham. Published for the 
Society by Hazel, Watson & Viney Ltd., pp. 80. Price 7s. 6d., plus 6d. 
postage—from the Museum, Church St., Aylesbury. 

This well-produced journal contains two articles on birds: The Birds of 
Buckinghamshire by Miss K. Price and The Birds of the Tring Reservoirs by 
H. H. S. Hayward. Both are based on the excellent Birds of Buckingham
shire and the Tring Reservoirs by E. Hartert and F. C. R. Jourdain (1920), 
but the Reservoirs themselves are in Hertfordshire, although bordered by 
Bucks, and the two accounts do not therefore seriously overlap. Artificial 
boundaries between counties, which so often do not coincide with any natural 
division, to some extent retract from the value of county faunas; a truer 
picture is presented when districts with natural boundaries can be chosen. 

The two authors deal differently with sub-species. Miss Price, following 
the method used in Mr. Alexander's list for the adjoining county of Oxfordshire, 
wisely makes clear their real place in a list of birds; thus, Rock and Water-
Pipits, Pied and White Wagtails, Yellow and Blue-headed Wagtails are 
treated and numbered as three species and each couple is discussed in one 
paragraph; she is not, however, quite consistent, but writes of and numbers 
separately Mealy and Lesser Redpolls, both of them forms of Carduelis flammea 
(and incidentally mis-spells their generic name). Mr. Hayward on the other 
hand deals with the sub-species in separate paragraphs; some ornithologists, 
are beginning to think that this quite separate treatment is apt to lay too 
much emphasis on sub-specific differences, although the use of trinomials 
does, of course, make the standing of a sub-species perfectly clear. 

The Bucks article, which brings up to date the 1920 article already referred 
to, owes much to the activities of the Oxford Ornithological Society, from 
whose records it has been compiled. 24 additions to the county list include 
no fewer than 15 from the Slough Sewage Farm—10 of them waders. The 
increase, as in many parts of England, of Tawny Owl, Tufted Duck, Pochard, 
Shoveler and Redshank is recorded, as is the decrease of Quail, Red-backed 
Shrike, Corncrake and Wryneck and of Long-eared Owl—the last not seen 



390 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XLI. 

for 28 years. The birds of Bucks comprise an interesting list ot species 
that breed or have bred and indicate the variety of habitat in the county: 
Cirl Bunting, Woodlark, Marsh-Warbler, Wheatear, Wryneck, Pied Fly
catcher, Hobby and Stone-Curlew in addition to atl the birds typical of the 
South Midlands. A "probable" Roseate Tern should have been put in square 
brackets. 

The Tring article includes all the birds recorded from within a mile of 
the Reservoirs—a remarkable list of 196 species and sub-species. They are 
the classic locality where the Black-necked Grebe was first satisfactorily 
proved to breed in England and the Little Ringed Plover nested in Britain 
for the first time. There are few duck, waders, terns, gulls and other coastal 
birds that have not occurred at Tring and the whole list has special value 
in pointing out (as do the visitors to the Slough Sewage Farm) how 
considerable must be the passage of waders and terns through our inland 
counties—knowledge which would be unobtainable if jit were not that 
reservoirs, meres, and sewage farms provide suitable sites for food and rest. 

A. W. B. 

Severn Wildfowl Trust. Annual Report 1948. Price 5s. 
This Trust, whose aims are both educational and scientific, has issued a very 

full report of its first year's working. It includes an excellent map of the 
"New Grounds", a report of the Council for 1947, an appeal for funds (with 
an apposite quotation from one of the Sherlock Holmes stories) and a bird 
report. This last describes in considerable detail and with good photographs 
the geese, which for 6 months of the year form the principal attraction of the 
place, and includes a long description of the first use of a rocket net for 
catching geese for. ringing. The Lesser White-fronted Geese which were 
present for 2 months receive special notice. A list is given of other notable 
birds seen there, including many waders, Black Terns, a Marsh-Harrier, a 
Raven and a Hobby; a pair of the last-named successfully reared a brood locally. 
A decoy which had fallen into disuse is now working again and although it 
has not yet had a great deal of success we must hope that in the future it 
will provide data as valuable for the study of wildfowl migration as the 
Orielton Decoy. 

Finally there is the collection of swans, geese and duck from all over the 
world, which is accommodated in rushy fields of 17 acres, where ponds have 
been dug and through which a* stream runs. This collection contains many 
rarities and, although Snow Geese of three kinds reared young, the number 
of young birds that survived was rather disappointing. Photographs of some 
of these captive birds are given, but best of all the illustrations are Peter 
Scott's drawings of Emperor, Greater Snow and Ross's Snow goslings 
hatched in the enclosure,. 

There is a certain amount of repetition which might have bfifiH 2V0i(lC(li 
A.W.B. 
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