
96 

REVIEW. 
Bird Display and Behaviour: An Introduction to the Study of Bird 

Psychology. By Edward A. Armstrong. (Lindsay Drummond, 1947). 21s. 
The first edition of Mr. Armstrong's book, published in 1942 under the 

title Bird Display, was reviewed in Brit. Birds, vol. xxxviii, p. 20. The present 
edition has been extensively revised and enlarged and the amplified title 
sufficiently indicates its scope. The book continues to be primarily concerned 
with the more formalized kinds of behaviour occurring in birds, but these 
cannot of course be isolated from the behaviour as a whole, and the treatment 
is comprehensive enough to include useful discussions of such topics as 
territorial activities and song, which are rightly recognized as so closely 
interrelated with the main theme as to deserve discussion in relation to it. 
It will thus assuredly provide in its new form, as indeed it did in the old, 
a valuable 'Introduction to Bird Psychology' for many who would otherwise 
probably never have got to grips with the subject, while the very full biblio
graphy provides a useful source of original references even for the more 
experienced. The somewhat expanded scope of the work increases its value. 
Many references to important Continental work during the war years have 
been incorporated, as well as new material from British sources. The com
plete sections which are mainly new include discussions of displacement 
activities and social facilitation; the chapters on the comparative study of 
display forms and the "social hierarchy" in bird life have been notably 
enlarged, and the chapter entitled "Territory, Song and Song-flight" in the 
first edition has been expanded into two. Some useful text-figures illustrating 
postures have been added and the number of photographs increased. All these 
changes are improvements. On the other hand, as at least one reviewer has 
indicated already, the author's commendable desire for thoroughness on the 
factual side results in considerable parts of the book being so much a mere 
catalogue that the reader is liable to lose the main thread in a plethora of 
examples. A certain judicious pruning of these might have been an actual 
advantage, especially if correspondingly more space had been allowed for 
discussion and interpretation, which is not invariably followed out so far 
as it might be. 

This is not, however, a major, though we believe it to be a valid, criticism. 
Bird Display has already achieved an honourable position amongst British 
works on birds and the present edition, even more than its predecessor, is a 
mine of information about bird behaviour much of which is not obtainable 
in any other book. It can hardly fail to stimulate closer and more critical 
attention to behaviour on the part of amateur observers. 
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