
37 

REVIEWS. 
Fifteenth Annual Report (1948) and Sixteenth Annual Report (1949) of the 

British Trust for Ornithology. Price 1/6. Obtainable from B.T.O., 
91, Banbury Road, Oxford. 

These two reports give evidence of much useful work carried on under the 
auspices of the British Trust for Ornithology. Readers of British Birds will 
find tha t parts of both reports cover familiar ground, for many of the Trust 's 
activities form the subject of short annual reports in our pages (e.g., the 
sample census of Herons) or of longer papers (e.g., " The opening of milk 
bottles by b i rds" ) . There are, however, many other schemes to which 
hitherto British Birds has given less publicity. Some of these enquiries, such 
as the one into paper-tearing by birds, are essentially short-term ones ; others, 
such as the Fulmar Investigation, are repeated a t regular intervals ; others 
have acquired a permanency comparable to that of the Ringing scheme. Of 
the last, the Nest-Record scheme is perhaps the largest and we are glad to 
note tha t a record number of cards was completed in 1949. Amongst the 
summaries of the Trust activities there appears also a report of the interesting 
and important work carried out a t the Edward Grey Institute. 

A very valuable addition to both reports is the reference list for ornitho
logists, containing details of all active local societies and of the local reports 
now published in various parts of the country. This was first included in the 
1948 report, but has been revised and brought up to date in 1949. The latter 
report contains details of all the Bird Observatories, as well as names and 
addresses of the Trust 's regional representatives, so tha t it forms a unique 
ornithological directory. 

The provision of such a directory is but one of the useful services which the 
Trust performs for ornithologists, and it is regrettable that membership 
should still be below what is considered desirable for efficient working. We 
heartily commend the Trust to those of our readers who are not already 
members of it. Full details will be found in a leaflet enclosed with this issue. 
B.T.O. Field Guide No. One : Trapping methods for Bird-Ringers. By 

P . A. D. Hollom. 2/6. 
B.T.O. Field Guide No. Two : How to choose and use field glasses. By 

E. M. Nicholson. 9d. (Both obtainable from 91, Banbury Road, 
Oxford.) 

These are the first two of a series of field guides planned by the Trust. 
Mr. Hollom's guide to trapping methods for bird-ringers was prepared before 
the war, but has been fully revised prior to its long-delayed publication. 
Detailed accounts are given of more than twenty methods of trapping or 
netting biids for ringing purposes, and each section includes clear, simple 
diagrams by Mr. R. A. Richardson. Description and illustration together 
will enable even the most inexperienced and clumsy to construct a serviceable 
trap suited to his own requirements. Advice is given on the type of trap most 
suitable for particular conditions and a useful feature of the guide is the wide 
use made of the experience of ringers who have adapted well-known designs 
or experimented with baits. No mention is made of Continental or American 
methods, and if a second edition is contemplated it might include details of 
traps which have proved successful abroad but have not yet been tried in this 
country. I t might also be advisable to give more explicit advice on the 
dimensions of the wood to be used in the framework of some of the traps. 

Mr. Nicholson's guide to the choice and use of field glasses appears a t an 
opportune moment when many new bird-watchers are acquiring optical aids. 
I t is to be hoped that they will digest Mr. Nicholson's advice before embarking 
on an expensive purchase. He tells them everything they need to know, except 
the precise model to buy, which he cannot do as the Trust is not an advertising 
agency. J.D.W. 
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LOCAL REPORTS. 
The London Bird Report, 1947 and 1948. 

An outstanding feature of these two reports is that over 200 observers 
have contributed records in each year. This presents a formidable task to 
the Editorial Committee who are to be congratulated on producing from this 
mass of material reports which will be of interest to many besides those 
resident within twenty miles of St. Paul's Cathedral. 

Many of the records of rarities, such as the Crested Lark in 1947 and the 
Pratincole in 1948, or of unusual events in the area concerned, such as the 
breeding of Wood-Lark in Essex in 1947 and the occurrence of Razorbills 
on the Thames in 1948, have been recorded already in our pages ; but there 
remains a large number of other records of more than local interest. Many 
of these, as would be expected, concern ducks, waders and gulls a t the reser
voirs and sewage farms, amongst them Velvet Scoter in 1947 and again in 
some numbers in 1948, Little and Glaucous Gulls in both years, an Arctic 
Skua and unusual numbers of Garganey in 1948 ; a record of a Ferruginous 
Duck in 1947 is perhaps wisely square-bracketed on the ground tha t the bird 
may have been an escape, though subsequent experience suggests tha t it 
may have been a wild bird. There are records of Golden Oriole and Great 
Grey Shrike in both years, and the London area shared in the " invas ion" 
of Quail in 1947, for which year there is a breeding record for Herts. In 1948 
a bird that seems to have been either an Icterine or a Melodious Warbler 
was recorded in Epping Forest and there are several observations of variant 
Yellow Wagtails, mostly a t Staines, in the same year. A Yellow Wagtail 
on October 16th, 1947, and a Hobby on November 9th in the same year are 
both unusually late. Records of migratory movements of Jays and Kestrels 
in 1947 are also of interest. 

The annotated list of species is followed in both Reports by papers on a 
variety of subjects. Both contain full details of the population of Black 
Redstarts and a summary of the census of Great Crested Grebes. The 1948 
Report concludes with a classified list of notes and papers published in the 
London Naturalist or the London Bird Report since 1916. A paper by 
Dr. E. O. Hohn in the 1947 Report gives some details of the food and feeding 
movements of London Mallards, while Mr. S. Cramp contributes to the 1948 
Report an interesting comparative survey of the birds of Kensington Gardens 
and Regents Park. The 1947 Report concludes with a paper by Mr. C. B. 
Ashby on the effects of the' cold spell, most interesting of which in the London 
area was the influence on the duck population. The freezing of ponds and 
even of the larger reservoirs produced some remarkable concentrations of 
ducks on the few waters remaining open, notably Walton reservoir, where the 
mixed flock of Pochard and Tufted Duck reached 5-6,000 a t the beginning 
of March and a flock of over 500 Goosanders was twice recorded. These 
figures are of interest for comparison with those given by Mr. R. C. Homes 
in a paper in the 1948 Report summarizing the results of the winter censuses 
of ducks. London ornithologists are pioneers in this work and though, as 
Mr. Homes points out, it is still too early to draw definite conclusions, it is 
clear tha t much useful information on winter numbers and passage movements 
is being accumulated. J.D.W. 
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